
HISTORY DISASTER CANAL OF AT LOVE 
CHRONOLOGY Of EVENTS 

The name, Love Canal, became a household word in western New 
York in 1978, but the idea for the place that was to carry that name 
originated in 1836 • only 60 years after this country adopted a consti• 
tution and became a nation . 

Just as the first thoughts of the place that came to be known 
as Love Canal began many years ago-· so, undoubtedly, the memory of 
that place wi 11 linger. Har,y fear that the chemicals buried in Love 
Canal will continue to produce a bitter harvest for years into the 
future. 

The Ecumenical Task Force of the Niagar<aFrontier was formed to 
serve as an advocate for the relief of the physical, psycko/social, 
and economic dist re ss of persons I iv 1.ng near Love Canal, t he first resi­
dential area in the U.S. afflic ted by a non-natural disaster. 

1836 - A U.S. government engineer surveyed Niagara County to 
determine the best site for a canal connecting Lakes Erie 
and Ontario . An area between the uppe r Niagara River and 
Lewiston was chosen prima r ily because the 300 foot escarpment 
on the Le,siston side could be used to generate electrical 
p01.er . At the time, electricity could not be generated over 
long d is tances. 

1837 - An economi c depression and a series of other events post• 
poned constructio n of the Canal. 

1892 • Wil li am T. Love, a colorful entrepreneur , decided to revive 
the idea of a canal conne cting the upper Niagara River with 
Lewiston. The canal was to be the focus of an industrial 
city o f 600,000 people. 

1894 • William T. Love 's idea failed because of the great depression 
of 1894 and the inven tion of alternating current '"hich meant 
that electrical power could now be trans mit ted inexpensively 
over long distances. 

1920 • Hooker Chemical used the canal as a dump site for toxic wastes . 
to 

1953 

1953 • Hooker Chemical sold the canal to the Niagara Fal,l s Board of 
Education. The agreement reportedly included a d'i scla imer 
releasin g Hooker of responsibi lit y . 

1953 • 1970 The Board o f Educa tion built a school on the land and 
homes were built ad jacen t t o the Canal . 
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1970 - 1978 

January, 1978 

Apri I 25, 1978 

August, 1978 

August 2, 1978 

August 7, 1978 

October, 1978 

Severa I reports were made from the res I dents of the 
Love Canal area to the County Health Commissioner of 
noxious odors and black sludge oozing from the ground . 

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
urged city officials to investigate the dump site. 

NYS Department of Health declared Love Canal 
"an extremely serious threat to the health and welfare 
of residents". 

Local , state and federal officials have been aware, 
at least since this time, that millions of pounds of 
toxic chemical wastes with carcinogenic or teratogenic 
potential are buried in former Love Canal. 

NYS began health tests In area by taking more than 
2,800 blood samples. 

Plan for remedial construction at canal in attempt 
to contain toxic leachate developed. 

NYS Love Canal On-Site lnteragency Task Force appointed 
to deal with Love Canal problems . 

Visit to Love Canal by Will lam Wilcox, Federal Disaster 
Assistance Administration Oirector. 

United Way provided . for temporary relocation of severl!I 
fa milies whoee physicians indicated that illnesses 
could be aggravated by Jiving in Love Canal area, 
These families not included in NYS relocation. 

NYSDOH declared State of Emergency at Love Canal. 
Two rings (rows) of homes closest to canal declared 
"imminent health hazard". Pregnant women and children 
under two years of age ordered evacuated and 99th Street 
School located a few yards from canal ordered closed. 

NYS Governor Hugh Carey offered eermanent relocation 
of 239 fami l les in homes "most immediately adjacent" 
to canal proper. 

President Jinmy Carter declared a Federal Emergency 
for saoie area · (97th - 99th Streets). 

Remedial construction begun at Love Canal toxic waste 
dumpsite. 

November 21, 1978 NYSDOH conflr.~d contamination outside first two rings 
of homes. 

December 9, 1978 NYSDOH confi rmed finding of dioxin, most t oxic substance 
synthesized by man, in Love Canal area soi I . 
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Decencer 11, 1978 Six residents arrested for disorderly · conduct after 
forming informational picket to wa-rn construction 
workers of pPssible dangers of exposure to dioxin. 

Decencer 12, 1978 Addit -iona l residents arrested. 

Construction workers hospitalized to determine cause 
of body rashes. Dioxin can cause chloracne-..a_se.rious 
skin rash. 

February 8, 1979 NYSDOH reported "small but significant increase in 
the risk of miscarriages and birth defects" (twii:e 
the usual ri sk), and recocm,ended temporary relocation 
of pregnant women and children under two years of 
age from wider area (93rd to 103rd Streets). 

February 20, 1979 Dr. Beverly Paigen, Roswell Park Memorial Institute, 
Buffalo, and consultant to Love Canal Homeowners' 
Association challenged NYSDOH report re miscarriages 
and birth defects. Her stui~es revealed significantly 
higher incidences of both than NYSOOH claimed. 

Febr.uary, 1979 Conce.11.110 e.xpJte.ooe.d ·bt:1 2 me.mbe.Jt./i 06 F.iM.t f'·Ae.4·-s-
6y.teJt..lan, Le.w.l.s.ton, N, r . .t6.at. c.6.tiJt.cli.e..s-.s-((.oa.t.d 
be. do.lng .so~e.th.lng t.o he.t.p Love. Canal 6am~'t.le.4 . 
11.uulte.d ,Ut lute.Jt c.a.lUitg 11.eU:g.loiu col!ll!tl.tt.lty .to .bt6oJbnct.., 

t..lonal me.e.t..lng (,se.e. Appe.ndbcl. 

March 13, 1979 Me.e,t.uig 6011. "Re.t..lg,i.ow, Corrmu.n.i.ty 6011. Love. Conce.11.ne.d 
Canal" a.t OJu.le.y UnUe.d Me..thod.ut. .in canal ne.-i.ghboJthood. 

Mo11.e .than 230 a.ttende.d .inetu.d&ig H. McK-i.nle.y Co66nwtn, 
11.e.pJtUe.nt..lng 066.lce 06 C/iJS Vomuuc V.ioa..st.eJL CooJtd..ina.toJt.. 

Fo~ng .ln6oJl1rl4tional p11.e.oe.n..t.:t.Uo11, t.he. R.t. Rev. 
Hair.Old. B. Robbioon, &i.ohop 06 Ep.locopat. V'.iocue 06 /iJNY, 
ouggu.ted 60.IIJna..tlon 06 Ecume.n.ic.al Ta..sk Fo11.ce and wa..s 
4uppoll.te.d by ll4lllwig 11.e.p,tueiitauvu 06 e.ac.h de.nomoia.t.ion 
p11.uent. Mo.t.lon wa./i u.nanuno1.1.4ly ou.ppoll.te.d by au. o.the.M 
pll.Uent. 

March 20, 1979 me.eA:i.ng TMk .Fo11.ce .th£. F,</f..6,t. 06 Ecwne.n.lca.l t.o Addll.€-4'4 
tove. Canal V.l./ia ~e.Jt a.t r;te.,sl.e.y Un.l.te.d Me.thoci-<4-t, 

Re.v. 1111., PIULl L. <tlld VonM ~. ze.Jt../i 06 Moo11.e. Cgg, 011.ga.n.<'. 
p11.ev.iow, .tn6011.ma.t.ional. me.«-i.ng, appo.in.ted cluwuna.n <tlld 
oe.C/1.e..tMy pll.0-.tem. Al./io, Ta..sk Fo.1tee membe.Mh.ip de.6.ine.d, 
name chooe.n, goa.l.l. 11C1Dp.te.d:· 

1. To p11.ov.ide. d-i.Jte.ct <J.M. t.o 11.e.o-i.den.to. 
2, To a..\~wne. .the advoca..te. JtOte .lit app,fy,i.ng po.li..t.ic.al 

pll.U~Wle.. 
3. To ga.the.Jt and .lll.tv.p11.e..t applt.Op¾a.te cta..ta. 
4, To ./iee.k 11.e.concU-i.auon .tlvr.ough jw,t-i.ce. 
5. To advoca.te. 6011. c.omple.te. nw..tlta.Uza.t-i.on 06 t.ox.ic wa..1.tu. 
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March 22, 1979 Dr. Beverly Palgen recOfllnended further evacuations 

Aprl I 6, 1979 

Apr I 1 23, 1979 

April 27, 1979 

May, 1979 

/lay, 1979 

of faml Ii es II vi ng on or near "wet areas" where 
they appear to be more susceptible to medical problems. 

Report by NYS lnteragency Task Force on Hazardous 
Wastes re\'ealed that compounds produced for U.S. Ar""f 
may have been dumped at Love Canal. 

ETF membt.11.4'1-lp 066.i.cVl.6: elected 

Oil. Paul L. Moo1te, ChluNrta.n 
Rev. Jamu B-'lew6.tVt, V.i.ce Cha.<luna.n 
Mlt. Roge4 Cook; Se.Clle,t.a.,iy 
/.vi.. John Lynch, CStli, Tlle.46Wle4 

and add-Ulonal EJte.cu.ti.ve. BoMd membell.4: 

Mit.l. The4ue Mudd 
Rt. Re.v. M6g1t. IU.chaM G.>!aebVt 
Rev. Andllw, Kennedy 
Rev. Chali.t.u Lamb 
Mit. Atv.i.n C. Ogg 

ETF Execu.ti.ve. l>l<.11.9111t11 !ball.d me.wng wlth FaU.4 Mayo/I. 
Mlchael O' LllU.9hUII t,o d.uCAU>4 COltCVlM Ile JI.U.i.den.u 06 
Love. Ca,ra.t. 

New dioxin results showed 6,7 ppb In yard near canal. 

Residents told there would be no f1;,Ch " r P"nnanent 
relocation, 

Paul L. Moolle and Vo1111a H. Ogg pJteAe.n.ted 4.t4.temen.t4 ,t.o 
N.Y.S. he.a/l)..ng4 1>pon6011.ed CCllffllttu by Leg.u.utlve. on 
Tex.le Wa1>.te..\ and Zn.t~e.ncy Ta1ilt Foll.Ce. 011 Hazall.doiu 
Wa4.te4 a,t 1-Li.agaM Fal.ll, In.t~na.t Co11vtll.eic11 Ce.11.tM 
calUng o66-<.c.i.4l4 t.o 1tupon1i-<.b.te. acUon 11.e Love. cana..t 
lle4.i.de.n.t4 • 

Exe.cu.ti.ve So<Vtd -<.11.telt.v-<.wed Ho66fl"U\n, S.lote1t. Malt.gee.n 
O.S.F., 601t po1i.ltion 06 ETF Exe.cu.ti.ve 1>-<.J1.e.c..to11.. Boalt.d 
o66Me.d Job; S.i.otM Ma/1.gee.n acce.p.te.d, .to be.gin We. .(JI 
July. 

Added Oonna Ogg ,t.o Execu.ti.ve Boalt.d wUh acinu.fLU>tllative 
11.upon6-<.bu.ulu wi-tl.t. all/l.-<.va.t 06 d«ec.to11. - 4a.ta/Ly an 
,0t-/wu1 cont.ubu.tion 06 Lw.lot.on P1tubyteM.a1t. 

Loca.ted ITT 066.i.ce. 6011. 3 mon.th4 a.t Lw.i.o,t.on P11.ubytf./U411 • 
11.e.n.ta.t an ,0t-lund o 6 .the. chWtch. c.on.t/1.-<.but-i.on 

ff.(./1.e.d E.Uzabe..th Wa.tu a4 pa,'tt·.t.i.mll. 4/l.Clle.tall!f. 
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Hay, 1979 

June, 1979 

Erf le.tte11. to Supvi..llltendW 06 N-i.agcvut Fa.U.4 Schoo.ti, 
appealed 6011. C411.e.6ul .thought 11.e. COM.ldell.e.d clo6.lne 06 
Cleveland Avenue. School WMch would ne.cU6.i.ta.u IU)O.t.h« 
6chcol .tluul66M 6011. Love. Canal chUdllen. 

ETF .lnvLt.ed to be.come ad hcc membe11. '6 06 Gove1UW11. Love. 
Canal On-Slte lntW19e.ncy Ta.bk Foll.Ce.. 

ITT 11.epoJt.t and pll.Opo6a.t 6011. 6un~ng p11.epai1.ed and 
.iu.bm.Ute.d to CIIIS and de.nomhtaUona.l j~cato~u. 

ETF accepted .lnvdation 06 Un.Ue.d Way EltecuUve V«e.c.to11. 
to bell.Ve. on Un.Ued Way Adv~OII.Y Colll!ldte.e. Ile. $200,000. 
N.Y.S. Love Canal 9Jtant. 

Residents express fears that toxic fumes during 
remedial construction may be dangerous to health . 

Reports of contaminated leachate over f lowing or 
bypassing containment facil i ties cont inue. 

Residents attempt to stop remedial work via court 
order unti 1 "adequate " safety plan is developed. 

N.Y.S. Supreme Cour t Just ice Norman A. Sti I ler orders 
one week temporary evacuation (r e newa&le weekly) for 
res idents suffer ing adverse health effects which 
cou ld be causally related to remedi al construction if 
the causal i ty were confirmed by physic ian. 

Day Care center and day camps for Love Canal area 
chi ldren opened to remove children from neighborhood 
dur ing hours of remedia l construction when escaping 
toxic fumes may be more severe. 

Accepted o66e.Jt 06 Wule.y Un.lted Me.t.how-t Admut.l4-tll.4Uve 
BoMd to loc.a.te. cTF peJUnCUtent 066-lce. .t.he11.e. -- no 11.entAt 
cltalige.. 

ETF ~pollbolled Wa.tk 06 ConceM .t.hllu Love Cana.t nughbo11.­
hcod. 

EltecuUve. 80411.d me.,t wl.t.h 11.ep11.ue.nta.t.lvu 06 NYS agenc..lu 
and el.e.c-ted 6-ia-te. 066.lc..laU. 

ETF accepted htv.lttt,t.wn to b=me. membe11. 06 Love. Cana.t 
On-Slte. Ta.bk Foll.Ce.. 

Enco1.111.age.d WM.Ung campa,lgn to gove.11.nme.nt .t.e.tte.11. 
066-lc..laU to .i.n6oJtm .them 06 .the. ITT' 4 e~.tence. and goal6. 

E6.tabwhe.d CO~llb w.l.th 11.u.ldentb, hel.p,lrig 
agenc..£u and 116 many WNY cong11.egauoll6 116 po.i.i.lble. 

Condueted 6eve.ll.a.t b1.1.1 touM 06 Love Canal ne.-i.ghboMood 
6011. ou-t-06-.1,ta,te. chullCh 911.0up.1. 
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July, 1979 

July, 1979 

August, 1979 

Ii.':' . Governor Carey gave f i na I approval to bl 11 s 
allowing partial property tax exemptions for Love 
Canal area property owners. 

Remedial construction's tile drainage system became 
blocked p~eventing free flow of leachate through 
system for detoxification at on-site treatment facility. 

Panel of federal experts including representatives 
of HEW (HHS) and EPA concluded that the "population 
in the Love Canal area has suffered certain adverse 
health effects as a consequence of exposure to a 
chemically contaml nated environment." 

ETF pMv-<.de.d C014M e,Ung and a.id ~ 1tu-ldell.t4 -
oome.tunu btJ 1te6 e.,'!/l,al, 4 ome.t-imu d-<.Jte.c.tt,J. 

ETf 1tecuve.d. conbt.lbtl.tion.6 ~ta.Wng · $6,115. 6.11.0m 
local and na..w,nal 401.1/!.CU. Albo 1teco.1tded $5,450. -<.11 
local ,i11-k..utd conbt.lbl4t.ion.6 .thlto149h 6,(.)(4.t hal6 06 mo/1.Ch. 

We. we.tcomed S-<.o.tv.. Maltge.e.11 011 Ju.ty 23, a11d ,i.rwu,duce.d 
he;,. ~ co/ll!!/J.IIUtj .the 11ex.t e.ve.nuig whe1te. .the ope.alte,,. '"14 
.the. lle.v. 1'11.. Paul McC!e.aJtg, CWS Exe.cu.tlve. l),<..1te.W1t. 

Additional blockage occurred in tile drainage system 
a round cana I . 

Dioxin confirmed in southern section of canal and 
reportedly present In Black Creek (north of canal's 
northern terminus). 

Late In month, residents began to leave neighborhood 
because of severe chemical fumes In area. Under 
provisions estab lis hed by court, N.Y.S, was required 
to pay food and lodging for 48 hours for family if 
any member's illness was believed causally linked to 
remedial construction. At end of 48 hours, family 
was expected to provide N.Y.S. with verification from 
physician that illness cou ld be causally related to 
canal work to receive continued payment. Family then 
was permitted to remain away from home for one week, 
However, physician statements were -rejected in 
virtually ill cases because physicians' wording was 
unacceptable to N,Y,S. 

Ultimately, 13P fami lies evacuated. 

Dr. James Dunlop, Niaga ra Falls School physician . 
recon-,nended closing 93rd Street School (second area 
School) as a precaution against exposing children 
to chemicals determined to be presen t on and near 
school property; Board of Education accepted Or. 
Dunlop!s recormiendation. 
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August, 1979 ETF moved ,llWJ peJtmanel\t o 6 6-i.ce. a..e Wu.t.e.y UIU.te.d 
Me.thod-i.l,,t ,ln , Love. Canal 11e,i,ghb0Jthoodone ye.iv,. a6.te1t 
de.ctMa:Uo11 06 -6.ta:te. and 6e.de/Utl e.meJtge.ncy. 

S.ta66 lwted: 

8a.1tb= Hanna, Re.cep.tlon.u.t 
EUzabe.th Wa.tu, Ex.e.cu.tlve Se.Cite.tally 
Vomut Ogg, AcJm,ln,u,:t,i.a,tlve M-6-U..tan.t 

Ex.e.c.u.tive 8oMd accepted Vo1111a 099'4 Jt.u-i.g,ta,t,lon 6Mm 
&Md and Rev. 8,wce, S.te.MJ1.6, PM.toJt. o 6 Wu.t.e.y Uiu.,te,d 
Me,thod.l.s.t, added to ETF Ex.ec.u.tlve, BoMd. 

ETF .6.ta66 and votun.tee.M began .to .6pe.nd many hou/1,/) 
couM e.Ung te.mpoJfAJU.i.y evacua.ted Jt.u,ldenu a..e mote.u when 
.t.onge.Jt .te/11!1 evacuauon co.w,e,d ,l,t,6 own -6« o 6 pMb.t.em-6. 

August 29, 1979 ETF 11.ece,,lve,d 11.equut 6Mm N.Y.S. On-Sile. Co0Jt.d,lrta.to11. 
,to 6,lnd how,,i.ng 60"-.tempo~y 11.e.R.oc.a.ted 11.u,i.de,nu 6011. 
l.abo11. Vay we.eke.nd, -6,<.itce. local mote.ti. had p11.e,v,lou.1, 
11.e,g,i.,6.tlut.tloM hono11.. ETf at-60 ILequu.ted .to couMe.l to 
?tulBe.n-t4· ln mote.U .to "kee.p .the .Ud on," 

ETF <l Wllte.d .te.mpolWtlJ hoV<ling .to accomoda..ee up .to 
.300. 1te..1tde.nu 6011. La.boJL Vay weekend. 

Ru.<.'de.nu -s.tay-&tg a..e motel .li16011.med ETf the.y .vould go ~ 
S.te.Ua N,iJ,.gaM Educo.Ucn Pa1tk l a S,(..l)te.M' 06 St. l'.1t4nw 
pMv,ln~e, and el.e.me.r.taJr.y .in ·t1ea1tb y .6Choo.t. La<u:..6ton, 
N. v·. I 6011. weekend, plr.ov,i.ded .t~.e.y ,oeJte M<IU!led 06 
Jr.e..tuJLn,t.ng 6011.ced .to .to mo.te.U ,'ta.the.It .than bung .to 11.e.tU!ln 
cont.am.lita.ted 11u9hb0Jthood. On-Sae Coo1td,i.M.to1L to 11911.eed 
put a.14Uilance -i.n lll'U.t.i.n9 .to ETF , a..e 1tuide.nu' Jr.equu.t. 

August 31, 1979 N, Y.S. e,mployeu .t.e6.t .town 60,t hoUday weekend. Red 
CM<l<l, Un,i.,te,d Way couMWIL,6 and ITT .t.e6.t be,h,t.nd .to 
6a.c,i..U:ta..te Jr.Uide.nu' 11.eg,i../,~on and aU weekend 
que..6UoM and. pMblem-6 a.t S.te.l.t.a N,i.ag=. 

September 3, p,t.c.n.lc 6oJL Love Canal 11.u.i.denu a.t S.te.l.t.a 1979 ETF <lpo/'l,6011.ed 
N,i_ag(t)Ut. 

September 4, 1979 Former N.Y.S. On-Site Coordina tor recalled to Love 
Canal to assist with mounting temporary relocation 
problems. 

N.Y.S. Senator John Oaly and Assemblyman Matthew Murphy, 
representing Love Canal area, urged governor to purchase 
at full market value the home of any resident wi shing 
to leave canal area . Also challenged Federal govern ­
ment for "callous disregard'' for residen ts and asked 
that Federal government relocat e residents of LaSalle 
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September 4, 1979 Deve lopment, o federal hous i ng project i n the 
Cond1 t. neighborhood. 

Approximately 200 persons relocated to Stella 
Niagara and elsewhere during holiday weekend. 

N.Y.S, relocation officials insisted upon receipt 
of medical statements from residents to continue 
temporary relocation, but no medical form 
acceptable to N,Y .S. was avai ·lable. 

September 4, 1979 ETF 1teqqut.ed z weefi .ex.t~.i,on o, t.emP,<!114/W, 
1teloC.O.U.o uO.IU!I n to have .tune. to de.velop m~-
a.cce.p.table to both 1,/. V. S. lll!d toc.a.t phyo~. 

ETF Boall.d 066.i.WIU!I o.dop,ted 4-tance calU119 601t 
N. Y .s. pe/U!llll!en-t 11.eloCAucn 06 Love. Canal homu 
~ a11.e beUeved t.o be c.on.tam.lllll.t.ed. 

September 5, 1979 ETF 8oaA.d o.nd s.to.66 ne.got..i.at.ed 6011. molt~ than 
IO hol//t.l, w.<.th II. Y. S. o 6 6,i.c.la.U to: 

1. Retu/f.11 Love. Co.no.! 1tuident.4 to mot.W, .u 
p11.om-u.e.d, o.nd .to 4choot be..i.ng a.t pe..lU!l.i.t. .to 
Ste.Uo. N,io.ga11.o.. 

2. Wo1tf. w.<.th Erl' t.lJ develop me.d-i.c.a.t ioJt/11.! . 

3. CoM.i.de.1t phyo.i.c.a.l o.nd me.nt.o..t heo.Ult 06 
1tu.i.de.nt.o .i.n all. daw,iono a.nd to ceiue. 
iiu.bj e.ct..i.l!g .them .to .thMu.gh .inte.noe 4u.66e.lt.Ul9 
bu.1te.o.!!C/Ul.tlC .i.ne.pt..i..tw;te. 

September 6, 1979 Just past midnight, N.V.S. began to process Love 
Canal residents' registrat ions to allow them to 
return to motels from Steila Niagara, with no 
N.Y.S. decision about how long they could remain 
at motels. 

Small children were included in group of people 
who awai ted that decision. Two women collapsed 
and were taken by ambulance to hospital for 
treatment, Another had required medical treat ~ 
ment during previous afternoon and numerous other 
individuals had become extremely upset emotionally. 

September 6, 1979 ITT Jt.ece.l11ed t,o WOJLfi on me.d.ic.a.l N,Y.S. ag11.e.eme.nt. 
60JU!l, . 

Sep tent,e r 7, 19 79 ETF 11.e.ce.lved med.«A.l 6oltnl agll.tt!i t.c bt a.c.ce.p.tab.te. 
~o N.,Y,S. a.nd loCII,(. plujt.-i.c.ltul4. Sy tlCW lFJLi.da.i{I 
JJ 9. 611J!i.WeA fuul lt6t. co.no..l MeA, f.t.te&-loit ~ 
g/!Mt.ed D!f N, r.s. uit.tlt TllUc/ay, JJ ,ao A.M.' ,to 
4e..cwt.e. 4~ned me.d,(C/1,(. ~t.a.teme.11,U ~ JLe.J>.i.dellt.6 
~ 11.ema.llt llllltty 6Mm co.no..l MeA, 
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September 9, 1979 ETF Boalttl o.nd Sto.66 wo1tked .thlt.ough we.eke.nd tD 6.lnd 
phy.1.lc.lM.\ wU.Ung :tlJ go tc mo.tel& to examine. 
1te..1.lde.n.t.6 tc ve'Li.6!1 contlnued Uhie..1.1. 

A 8u66a.e.i r,6yc.h.la..tlu.l.t began e.xo.mlno..t.lon 06 1te..1.ident.1 
o..t motel&, 6-te.e. 06 change. ETF plr.Ov.lded tt.1.1.l.lto.nce. 
to h.lm. By late. tho..t eve.n.lng o.pp11.oiwna.te.llj BO 
pe11..1on.1 ho.d 1tece.lved .1.lgne.d me.d.ic.o..t :tlJ 6ollm6 • o.g11.e.e.d 
be. o.ccep.tabte to N. Y. S. ,OAJo do.y.1 eMlieJt. 

September 19, 1979 ETF Sto.66 6ound no.te. .tueked WldeJt 066.lce. d.ooll. 
.ind.lca..tlng .tho..t N.Y.S .V.O.H. ho.d dec.lded me.d.ico.t 6oll.m6 
Welte liot acceptable. o.nd .1upply.lng o.Ue.1ttta.te. 6oJtm. 

1'e.o.d.Une. 601t .1ubml6.1.lon o 6 6oJtm4 1temo..ltted Septem&eJt 
11 a.t 11:00 A.M. 

Two 8u66a.e., p.1yc~t6 be.go.n ~ng o.nd 11.e.­
e.xo.mln.lng 11.e.1.ldent.1 .ln a.Uempt. .t.o comply w.lth 
Se.pt.e.mbv. 11 deo.dt.ine. only to d.l.lcoveJt eJtll.OJt .ln N. Y .S. 
601tm welt peJtm.U.ted 1te.loca.tion 06 "illne.1.1" Jto.theJt 
tho.n "pe11..1on". One. plty.1,i,c,lan go.ve. up .ln d.l.lgU./>t. 
The. oth/1.11. cont.inue.d to WOll.k W1t.U 112 61l/11i.,Ue.1> ho.d 
Jtece.lved ceJt.ti.6.lca.tion 06 ilhte.10. 

September 11, 1979 ETF p11.e..1e.nted 113 me.d.ico.t 60M1.1 to N.Y.S. 066.lc.lo.to 
21t ltouM be6011.e. de.adt.lne.. Alt 1tequ.lll.e.ment6 06 Splt.lng 
coUJtt oJtde.Jt ho.d bee.n 6ul6.ltte.d. 

ETF Boo.11.d o.cce.p.te.d ll.U.lgna.tion 06 Re.v. Vll.. Andltew 
Kennedy, Un.lta.luo.n Un.lve.Jtoo.t.i.o.t, 06 bto.'166eJt, . be.co.ci.1e 

ETF Boo.Jtd added Re.v. Jo.1e.ph l'oweJt, 0.S.F.S., Ste.tto. 
/Uago.Jto. Ce.n.te.Jt 06 Re.newo.l o.nd Mil. G. Thomtt.1 MD.Jtt.ln, 
U n.lto.Jt.lo.1t U n.l v e.M o.t.lo t e.p11. ,,_ e.1 e.nta.tiv e. , tD 8 oalttl • 

Ax 4:00 l'.M., ETF C<W o.dv.l.led .tho..t N.Y.S.V.O.H. ho.d 
11.e.~ed 112 me.d.ic.o..t 601tmo I aU deoCA.lb.lng illne..1.1 It.I 
"o. de.p11.e.1.1.lon"), be.cau.6e. N.Y.S. ho.d 1te.ve.J1. ho.d a. 
mental he.a.lth e.p,i,de.m.lc. (See June, 1980) 

Ax the. oo.me. time, 011.. Vo.v.ld Axe.bwd, Conm.l.1.1.loneJt 06 
He.a.Uh 6oll. IJ.Y.S., O.CCUoed ETF O.ltd phy.1.lc.ia.n.l 06 
hav.lng o.c.ted .ln bo.d 64.lth, 

September 11,1979 Residents In motels ,.ere told they would be required 
to return to Love Canal homes on September 12. 

September 12,1979 Residents refused to return to homes. 
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September 12,1979 Mid- e-,ef\•ng N.Y .S. announcement or como l,ance w,t n 
court order secu red by Love Canal Homeow~ers' 
Associat ion to allow residents to return to motels : 
Justice St i l ler also allowed one week for residents 
to secure another medical form, 

A I so in 
Septell'ber, 1979 

October 10, 1979 

October .12, 1979 

Oetober 14, 1979 

October 25, 1979 

Oetober 26, 1979 

November 1, 1979 

November 7, 1979 

Burglaries occurred at vacated Love Canal homes 
raising fears of some who remained in caaal area· 
about wisdom of temporarily relocat ing . 

Team of federal doctors indi ca ted readiness to assist 
with health examinations to verify illness and 
possible causa l relationship to remedial construction. 
Or. David Axe lrod Indicated that N.Y.S. would not 
accept signatures unless physicians were certified 
by N.Y.S. 

Loca I phys i c i ans began to s i gn med i ca. I forms for 
their temporarily relocated patients now that such 
for m existed. 

Remedial construction completed on southern sector 
of canal. 

Dr. Janette Sherman, EPA Toxic Substances Advisory 
Committee, "strongly urged " relocation of Love Canal 
residents 11as soon as possjble". 

U.S. House Cormierce Sub-Committee on Oversight and 
Investigation report cr iti cized N.Y.S. 's handling 
of canal matters and supported Dr. Paigen' s svggestion 
that additional families be moved. 

Publi.c Poli.cy Conm.l-ttee 06 N.Y.S. Ca.tholi.c Con6vtence 
itppe.al.ed .to Gove1tno1t. ETF be.hut. CMey ltt 

State officials announced plans to purchase homes in 
Love Canal neighborhood at Fai r Market Value and 
indicated tha .t option to leave would be open to 
anyone in neighborhood desiring to do so. 

N.Y.S. Legislature passed Murphy/Daly b i ll provid ing 
#5 million for ~stab iliza tion and revitalization" of 
Love Canal area , Bill included provision for 
establishment of an "authority" to purchase homes 
and des ign future use of the neighborhood. 

Note: M. Y.S. Cou.ncd 06 ChuJtchU lobb-<.ed 6011. pa,6~1tge 
o 6 b-U.l a,t ETF 11.equu.t. 

Remedial construct ion on central and northern sectors 
of canal completed, N.Y. S. indicated that funds for 
te mporary relocation would stop on November 8 . 
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November 8, 1979 

November 10,1979 

November 14, 1979 

November 14,1979 

November I 7, 1979 

November 28,1979 

November 30,1979 

Also In 
November , 19 79 

l,lany 6amlliu e.v.lcte.d 6Jt.Om mo.te.l4 a.14.l.4.ted by 
ETF .ln 4e.ewwtg a.UeMO..te. hou.6.lng, but ma.ny o-the.M 
Jt.e.twuted .to homu. Food and c.ou.n6eW.ng p!t.Ov.lded 
by ITT at wute.y Un.l.te.d Me..thod.l4.t 6011. e.v.lcted pe.MOn4. 

N.Y.S. confirmed presence of dio~in in Black Creek. 

EPA air sarrpling in Love Canal area begun. 

ITT_"F o,(6-lt;e. ,mqved 61t.Om Love. C~ a.lt.e.4 be.~tJ.4e 06 
11.upoM;.b.ll.l.ty :to pJt.Ote.ct 4.ta 00 Md vol.u, .... e.e.M 

611.om MY adve.ll.4e. he.al.th e66e.ct4 c.=ed by unne.c.U.la.lt.!f 
pll.Oiwn,i.ty .to Love. Canal". Nw o 6 6.i.ce. located .ln 
Madonna. bu.Ud-i.ng 06 /wtg(11(.(1 Ca.tho.Uc. H.igh Sc.hoot -
no 11.e.n.tal c.hcVtg e.. 

Ni agara Falls' Mayor Michael 0 1Lau9hl in named to 
chair task force to es tab Ii sh 
re~i tal izatlon author! ty." 

the "stab iii zati on and 

EPA scientists 
ambient air 

returned 
in homes. 

to Love Canal to re-sarrple 

First meeting of Stabilization and Revitalization 
Task Force chaired by Mayor 0 1 Laughlin Group wi 11 
ask for appraisal of Love Canal homes. 

ITT 6oltl!Jally duigna.tu Att.oMe.y 8M6(11(.(1 Mo/VtM'on aA 
le.gal. C.OWl.le.l .to tJuk. 6oJt.c.e., 

ETF a.1.1.i.1.te.d Al.611.ed Unlve.M.ity' .I Sc.hoot 06 Al.Ue.d 
He.al.th Se.11.v.ic.u, Ve.an Robe.11.t Love., .in MIUtilg.lng 6011. 
unlve.11..1.ity tap.lng 06 doc.ume.n.ta./f.y "Love C/lJlll.l: en.tl.tled 
A Co/ll!IUJl.lty Unde.11. Stite.1.1 '' • 

VM.iou.6 Jt.e.40lu.t.ion4 adopted by 11.e.Ug.iou.6 011.g<UUZ4Wn4 
./Juppoll.t.ing ETF 1.1 CJJ.U 6011. peMalle.nt 11.e.loc.a.t.ion 06 
Love. C<tnal 11.e.1.lde.nt.4. 

Ec.umen.lc.a.l Tlt6k. Foll.Ce. F11.on.t.ie.11. 06 -the. IJ.iag(11(.(1 ( note. 
change 06 name) adopt.I By-Law./J. 

Add.l.t.ional pe.Mon4 added .to ETF Execut.ive 801111.d included 
Rev. Robe.11.t GJt..imm (8u66alo and N.Y.S. Counc..il 06 
ChuJr.c.hu), Re.v. Vona.i.d Law1te.nce. (Ame.11..ic.an Sap.tut 
ChtLJt.c.he.i Rev. Gu.y Pe.e.k (Epuc.opal 06 N.ias= FII.Ott.t.ie.11.), 
V.ioc.ue. 06 W.N. Y.). 

ETF 11.ep11.e.ieJ1.ta.ti.vu continued .to p!t.Ov.lde. p!tUe.n.ta.t.ioM 
11.e Love C/lJlll.l at 11.eque.it 06 c.o11g11.ega.tlon./J. 

ETF c.on.t.i11Ued .to advocate. 6011. 11.e.n.te.M le.it they be 
ove.11.looke.d .lit 11ego.t.idt.ion./J and de.w.lon.i. 
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November 1979 
Cont 1d. 

December, 1979 

December, 19 79 

January, 1980 

January, 1980 

February, 1980 

ETF =r.ge.d 60Jt. N.Y.S. Sen.a,toJt. John f>altj :to mee,t 
wUh Jt.ei,.ide.nb, who 1/JUh to Jt.ema.l11 .in nughbolt.hood 
6oJt. pUll.po..se 66 a.11..1we/Ll11g -the.vi. quei,U:.011<1 meetlng 
cfuwr.ed by Rev. f>Jt.. MooJt.e a..t Wule.y UII-Ue.d Methofut 
Chu/I.ch. 

U.S. Justice Department suit for #197.S million 
against Hooker Chemical and Plastics Corporation 
filed. 

Appraisals of Love Canal homes to be conducted in 
Janua ry . 

Nearly 4SO homeowners requested appraisals. 

ITT 11,ecuved 9/Wl.t p11.opo1,al Jt.e.quut 6Mm E1111w11• 
meJtt«.t Ve6 e.n.s l!. FUl!d 60.1t hea.ltk .tu:tbtg to be 
conducted 011 Love Ca.na.l .1tuMe,iu. 

ETf a.tt('Jl)p.ted .to 4eCUJte a.paMl,Je.n.t 6U..Ud.i.11g4 6oJt. lo119 
.te11.m .tempollall.y 1tei.0CAU011 60"-ltl!.4.ldenu CIJfto ca.11110.t 
Jtl!..tu.ltn .to home.a wf!.Ue ~119 .s-.ta.te a.ct.i.on on 
peMKU1e.n.t 11.ei.oCAUon. 

ETF e.s-.ta.blahed clo1,e. coJ!llllUll.lCAUo111, w.i.th 
Sta.EilU:za.Uon a.nd Re.11-Ua.Uza.Uon Ta.4k. Fo1tce., 

ETF .i en.t le.t.te.Jt. .to VII., All.ei.11.od .ill6o~on .1te.quu.t<.119 
Jte. clwt.gu· 06 1-{.Y •. S. 06 011.. Pa.lge.n 6D.lt he.Jt. hali.a.64me.n.t 
Love Ca.na.l ac.tJ;v.lau. 

Home appraisals begun. 

Le..t.te.Jt. 4e>t.t .to Ro.iwell !'Mk. SoMd 06 V-l4.UOM 
.<'.ntUCAUng ETF op.lM;on .that VII., Pa.qie.n 14 a..s-.t.a.tal\ce 
at Love ·ca.na.t ha.4 be.e.n valuafile. puii.Uc 1>e.Jt.11-<'.ce, 

ETF ga.ve .te.n.ta.t,<'.ve. eme.n.t .to EDF g!Ulltt pMpo.ial e.ndc1t.a 
a.nd 1,e.n.t 011 .to CWS 6011. po.s1,.uile. 6Ulld.i119, 

ETF 1,pol'l501ted Pttfl.Uc Fo!Wm .to atte.mp,t .to a.l\4We.Jt. 
11.u.<'.de.n.td' a.nd 11.e.v.ltaUza-Uo11, quuUo111, 1te 1>.ta.6£.Uza.Uon 

Added Sl.4.teJt. Joa.n Mat.one, o.s.F • .to BoMd. 

ETP 11.uponde.d .to pu6Uc 11.e.qu.e.4.t rutd 6Mm S.ta.b-<'.Uza-ti.o11 
Revl.ta.Uza..t.ion Ta.1>k. 1'011.ce 6011. lat pll.,<'.o./f.Uy 06 
11.e,s-,<'.den,t,s A6.te.11. we11.e w£w 1ihou.ld ha.ve homu bought. tu..u 
i.ubmltted .to ITT by 11.u,i.de.nb, ' 9Mup1>, ETF .1 en.t pll..iolf.,t,ty 
lat .to Ma.yo11. and Ta.1>k. Foll.Ce.. 
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March , 1980 

March, 1980 

Apri l, 1980 

Apri I 29, 1980 

May 1, 1980 

fl.Y. S . indicated unwi lli ngness to be pa r t of 
"aut hori ty" to purchase Love Canal homes and consider 
neighborhood revitalization. 

County of Niagara also Indicated hesitat ion to join 
1 !authori ty 11 ~ 

These act ions stalled forward movement on purchase of 
Love Canal homes, 

Sw.tell }!Mge.en, Ro_ge/1. Cooft, S.U.tell Joa.n, BaitbaM 
.Mo~on 06 Inte1L6a.lth 06 ET'f and 1t.e.p1te..se.n.tAt<'.11e.1 
Ce.n.te/1. 601t. Co1t.po/t.a.te. Re..spo~ili.t.U.ty me-t wUh 
Oc.c.lde.nta.l Pe..t/t.oleum a..tto1t.ne.y,5 .ln New Volt.ft CUy . 

ETJ' BoMd Md da!!-lo 119 e.va.tua.tlo n cuUh H. Mc.K.We.y 
Co66m<111, .i.n pltOC.e.64. CIJJS c.o~ul..tdn.t .to ETJ', '16.s.i.6.Ung 

ET:F c.onUnue.d plt.e.6 e,n.tdtio~ .to clwMh 9r.oup4 and 
v.l6Wng de.ncm.uuttlondl .1te.p1te..scnta.tlve..s. 

ITF fiegM de.ve.lopme.n.t 06 volunue/1. ctdvoc.d.te. . p1to9.ltdlll 

ETF co>!Unue.d to exp,te..s.s conc.e/1.n to dU gove/U'llllen.t 
066.l~ 601t. 6u66eM'.ng 06 people.. 

Te.c.Wc.ai. ctdv.u.011.y 91toup to ITF !.1M.ll be. u.tttblu.he.d 
comp1<,a-in9 bot& loc.dlly and lldUondlly 1te.cogn,i.ze.d • 
expe.it.U. 

ET)' ddvoc.a.te.d \:lell!/ 4Wl'l9:'{ and .ln g1teo.t depth 60.1t 
N~aM County Le.g.U.ta.twi.e. 4 pMUc..lpM.lon on 
s.tAfi.U<:zd.t.lon and Re.v.l.tttl.lzdUon Au..t&o!t..l.ty. 

Qle. 1t.e.c.ll-.l"ve.d '14.S.U.tdttce. 61t0m .the. Tl)(J.jo1t -in .tfw. 
VeAtJ· Re.v, Ecmwui t>. He.ad, Whop 06 V.loc.eAe. 06 &1.66'1.to, 

ETf 1t.e.p1te..s e.n.tAtlve..1 attended roe.e,t.lng iv.Wt Pe.dee. 1111d 
JU.5.UC.e. Co/lJIM46on, l),loce..se. ,<; 06 8u66dlo. 

ETT' Volull.te.e.Jt Advoc.o.te. TJUU.IWl,9 p,tov,i.de.d by Nancy 
F1te.ye., CRWRC. 

P1te..s ell.to.t.lo~ by ETF .to chwtch 91toup.s con..tinue.d. 

Niagara County Legislature reached decision !l2!. to 
participate on Stabi l ization and Revitalization Agency, 
thereby potentially illl)al ring that group's ability 
to function . 

[.No.t.e.1 ETJ' ad11ocac.~ futd po4.:U.Ve. .tuoush .lit4·uo6.lC-<.e.n.t 
ilnpa.ct. on 6,i'!ldl. de.u..slon, l · 

~.te.Jt. MM.ge.e.n Mtende.d Woltld Councl.t 06 Chwtcliu 
C.On4u.ltttU.on a,t Go.U.iie.uiultcheJt, NU>Vt.i.A, She. 1\1:14 one 
06 only 25 peMolt4 611.om J 7 cU66eite.n.t coun.tlf.,<;u 
mvl:;te.d .to Mte.nd, 



Hay 17, 1980 

Hay 17, 1980 

Hay 19, 1980 

$.<A-.tvi. Ma11.g 11.e.twme.d Ga.U.nw/Ultdi.en ew 611.om 
wt.tli "- sta.t('1!Je11.t o 6 SoUiJa!vUtJ - L · (.1ee Appenck'x 
.i,tgne.d 6y-alt liut one pMt<:cl:-pa.n.t .to the. wee 
Co~on, Tfie, .. .i-lngt.e tncu'v-aiua.t wlio dtd net 
.i· ~dut.d '!tot poUUCA.t ,tgn ..i.ta.te111ent do .io 6011. 
JteMOM , 

ETF Annaa.l },lee.ting lncln.ded el.ectl.on 06 o66.lcelt4, 
"-PPfl.Orial. 6u.dget, to 06 J98d.J'l.81 and decl:<1-lon 
cottt.ouie ET'/' 11.UpOMe. 6""-MOtfieJt yeM, ..itnce 
.,~ need 6011, lnteJt.6a.Ufi Jte.<1pon.6e con.t-lnu.u. 

ITT <1pon..io11,ed on Touc. ~a.<1tu 6011, Con6e11.ence 
lnte11.6a.ldi c.ollfllUJl):.t11 cat.t.ed "Wfuu: r.i tlie MoJtal. 
T&.oig To Vot~· Keynote ..ipea.ke11. 6oJt .tfie con6e11.wce 
~ Flltlie1t CltftU:am C •connel.t., Ctt/S con6uUan.t to 
.tfie ITT, C.tfte1t Jtep.ltU entaUvu 6,itom tndu.6-tll.y-, 
tfie ,1.hle11.6a.ttli c.omnantty, tfie. 6,cet.d o 6 <1cl:ence, 
and 9011Vt.11ment O 6 6-lc.,la.t..i ))Mt,lcl:pa.,ted. 

The EPA released during si..,.ltaneous press 
conferences in ~iagara Falls and Washington, D.C. , 
chromosome study cont rac ted by EPA to Or. Dante 
Picciano, Biogenics Laboratory, Houston , Texas. 
The results realeased that day indicated 
significant damage to the chromosomes in the blood 
of a number of Love Canal residen ts. 

That announcement ca ta pulted the Love Canal story 
into the front pages and TV screens of America 
once again. Picciano study 1s vali di ty challenged 
later by other government experts , 

T el.e911am 6 ent P11.e6-<.'dent 6Mm ETF .to ),<JrllJ'f CM.tell. 
11.e.que.it,ing 6edeJtal. dl4a.<1tV!. decl.alt.a..Uon tn vtw 06 
EPA a.nnowicement o 6 ~ chlt.omo~oma.l ~ a.6eNutt<':cn<1 QIIJOIIS 
J 1 06 36 11.u-ldenu tuted. · · 

ITT aga.,ln con.ta.c.ted P1tu-lden.t CM.tell. a.ml Go11e/Ut011. 
Ca11.e.y JtequuUng tfta.t they .take wfia.tevelt 4te.p.i 
nec.e.4t.My to p.itoduce a. 6edeJtal. de~,i.on 06 
d-l<la.iteJI. due to the "unbe.Ma.bl.e. a.ngu,lt,h and 
emoUona.t. 4.tlltt<'.n'' C1n Jtu-ldenu ca.ll6ed by the 
con.t-lnu,lng "-lnhuma.n Jte6pon6e~ 06 go11e-t11ment. 

The EPA 4ro!Ouncement' a a.dveMe .{Jllpa.ct on the. men.tat. 
he.a.Uk 06 1t.u-ldentt. WM a.11.ea. 06 ma.joJt. co11ce,,,.n t.o ETF. 
ETF 6eJ\t pll.06€.66-lona.l. pa.itoJtal. c.oun6eloM, 1,oc«tl 
~10/tke.1tt, and voliln.tee11. advoc.a.tu to M.i-l4t Jtu -ldent<I 
-ln meet-lng the CIUl>-l4. 

ITT 11.~u11ed Jtequ.ut v.u,.. U .s. Cong11.u4ma.n La.Fal.c.e' 6 
066-lce 6Jtom Gene E.i.de1tbeJ1.g, Wh.Ue Houae a.,lc/e, to 6ubmlt 
a. pl.an 6011. coo.ltd,lr,A..t<.ng expected 11.et.oca.t.uin e66oJt.t 
among l.cca.l. 60c«tl 6eJI.V,tC€. age,nc,le.4, 



I-lay 19, 1980 

I-lay 19, 1980 

I-lay 21 , 1980 

I-lay, 1980 

June, 1980 

Members of love Canal Homeowners' Association 
held 2 federal EPA officia ,1-s hostage at Association . ,, 
office in love Canal .neighborhood for several hours. 

ffO?IJeown~ ~ .A.1.10~11 Jlequu.ted ETF b .iend cl.e/tfl!/ 
t4 coah4-e.l Jlu.Uvi,u ,bi ut1teme4' dl.4.tMugh.t ~u 
06 mend W!Ue.it -that day. 8011/td me,n6~ /U!l!!IU.ned 
a.va.Ua£le. .tfvt.oughou.t day ,lit 11.11d 11e;t1t AJ,t,ocia.Uo11 
0 6 6,f,e e. • 

President Ji"!"Y Carter declared the area between 
93rd. and 103rd. Streets and Bergholtz Creek, and 
Buffalo Avenue, Niagara Falls, a Federal Emergency 
area . 

Residents of the area were offered temporary 
relocation with federal funds to be administered by 
N.Y.S. officials. 

The. ETF coopeM.ted w.ctli. .the. Unfte.d 'llOJ.J Ou.tltettch 
COUMe.loM ln o66e/Llng 11.e.6e/r/tltl, a.mi coW1.4e.l,lit_g 
/W.mOJl-.COfl.t/!.Ol t4 11.e..s.Ue.n.t.s, 4 eJtV,<,C.e.4 

Rev. J>oagla.4 Behm 11.e.p,t.e..se.n.tbtg NlagMA Counc.U 06 
C/w.ltc.Ji.e.4 ETF Bo/1/td, a.dded b 

ETF, Ca.tho.Uc Chatu.tit..6 a.ltd 4 JlU.lden:u 1 911.ouP4 
obje.cte.d b e.le.me.n.t.6 a.ltd 06 EPA pll.Opot,ed he.ctltk tu.wig 
l~ed -that none. would encowi.age. 11.u.lde.n.t.6 .t.o . 
~c.<.)xtte. wtle.44 ma./011. c..liangu ocCWf/led .&1 p11.obC4l 
6011. tut,btg a.ltd un.tU. peN!lMe.nt 11.e.loc.a.Ucn 6e.cA111e. 
pc.1.1.iiil.e., 

$.l.s-te.it Ma/tge.e.n a.ppea11.e.d ~ H.UU4 a.ltd Sa.ndonat.o 
6am.lUe.t, 11.u.Uent/J o 6 Love. Ca.Ml, on ~MU!! 
te.le.vt.sed M~oc,d MolUW19, /vrieM.ca."' pll.0911.am 6CJ11. d.aeu1J.slcn 
o 6 .te.11e1te. 1'4!1chol.o9lcll.l pll.OfileJll4 · 11./J.SOWtted t'Jltii 
4.tJte.t.s apon 11.eude.11.U Md .th.ell!. 6a.mi;UU, 

3.l.s-te.it MM.gun, Ma!fOII. O I La.ugh.Un 11.11d le.a.deJt.s o~ .1,we.11.11..t. 
1tulde.nt.1i 9Mup.1 lnvUe.d b EPA/6e.deMl 11.genc.<.U 
11Je.e-tblg .vi Q/11.4/wtgbn, 

ITT 11.ep,tue.nt.a.tivu 6eg11.11 a,tte,ndln9 F edeMl Coo1tcllna.tin9 
066,f,ee.it tUtd State. CooJr.cllna.ting 066.lce.it me.e.tl119/J weekly, 

3.l.s-.te.it Mivtge.e.n .&t p11.oduc.l119 11..1.1.<'./J.ted a. Jo m.llULte. 
.segment 6oJl NSC N.lgh.tly Nw.5 dwuUn9 .the. p,t.06lel116 
611.ced 6y one. woman .1u66e.1W1g mental 11.1191/Mh .1e.ve1te. M 
con/anc.tl.on ~ /J.tite.4.4e4 -in ct c/teJ11,<.c.all.y 06 Uvlng . 
con.taiwta.ted ne..l9hb0Jlliood. 
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June, 1980 ETF a11Aanged me.rung ll.l.lVt 6edVUU'. peMcttne.l:. ar.d 
loc.a.l Bo<Vtd 06 Realtolt.l> 11nd con-ti.nued to ho4t 

June, 1980 

June, 1980 

July, 1980 

me.eting.1 06 loc.a.l <1ettv-lce. agenc.lu to d-<'.4cu.14 ptt.0blWl6, 
concettlt6, 11nd 1tUpon<1u to .the Clt.l6-<'.6. 

ETF i.uppo11,,t.e.d "IU,gh.t to Know" leg.l<llo.t,i.on w.uh WYN 
Cowtc..U on Occupa.t.,lonl1l Sa.6WJ 11nd Hea.Uh pe.nd.lng .ut 
N. Y. s e.na.te. and A.44 emb.t,J IIJ<..th le.ttetl.6 to 41 dMly 
11ew6 p11pett<1 11nd o.U. le.g-<'.6.tatoM. 8Ul ~ pl164ed 
be.601te. Leg.l<ll.a.twte. adj OU!tned. 

N.V. Legis lature passed bill Great!ng Industrial 
Development Agency to replace proposed Stabilization 
and Revitalization Task Force. Still only $S,'million 
available to them with additional $'IS - $10 projected 
need. 

N.Y. Governor Carey submitted plan including permanent 
relocation to White House. · 

The Governor and Dr. Axelrod are in agreement that a 
"mental health emergency_".!!.!!!! exists in the love Cana! 
area. 

ETJ' ./tel!MUned -ln dail.y co n.ta.c..t w.uh m11ny 1tu.lde.nu , 
6e1tv-lce. agenc-lu, 111td govettnment 066.i.c.lal.l. 

ETJ' 1tecuved not.lee. 06 .lnco1tpol!.ll-tlon 116te1t lengthy 
det,,.y 11.e.poM:edly <1.tenmlng 6.>t0m a.dvoc.a.cy M.tu/1.e. 06 ETF 
11Ct-lv.i.t-lu • 

F<1the1t W,UU,am O'Connell., .ut bMe.6 v.u.U, .i.nd..i.c.a.ted 
.thl1t ETF 6houl.d: 

J • Cle.11/tly de.6-i.ne. lu 11,e£AUo114 h.i.p to COJS to .i.1t4wte. 
ongo.i.ng 1166.U..tance. 11nd c.on6ultl1.tion. 

2. 'PJtOv.i.de. 601t debMe.6,i.ng 06 Bo<Vtd and st.1166, 

3. r nd.i.ca.:te. -ln WJt-lt.lng .the pwtpo.1e. 06 BoMd and m11nne1t 
,i.11 wh.i.ch U e111t 1teml1.i.n v.i.able. ltl1.the1t .than 
beconwtg en.tangled mette.ly .ut 11,upond-lng to ~n 
06 goveMment agenc,i.e.4, 

Fede ral Relocation Task Force has 
to prepare "packag"" of avai I able 
Love Canal residents. 

Plans for environmental and health 
by/for federal government continue 
di•scussed, 

been established 
programs for 

tests performed 
to be made and 
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July, 1980 
Cont'd. 

July, 1980 

Agency for Stabilizatioo and Revitalizat ion 
named 3 persons to represent residents: 

Rev. Leot Is Be I k 
Hr. John Lynch, CSW 
Mr. Wi 11 i am Waggoner 

and have chosen Mayor Michael 0 1 Laughlln as chairman. 

(Note, M.t, Lynch .u, 1/.w.gallA. County V.vi.e.cto11. 06 
Ca.thollc Ciuvt,Ulu a.nd T11.e.u111LM 06 .the ETF. I 

Center for Disease Control, Atlanta, Georgia held 
educational meeting re chromosome study for Love 
Canal residents, Intense stress of residents showed 
in unorderly, vocal displays at meeting. 

Javi ts/Hoyni ·han Amendment to Supplemental Appropria­
t ions Bill approved by Congress. Entire bill 
signed by President Carter . The amendment allows 
the President as "'-'Ch leeway as necessary to 
implement permanent relocation of residents. 
(As th i s goes to press, there is no indication 
about whether President does or does not Intend to 
Implement.) 

Betty l\fat.t.6 441;umu 6uU...time 4ec,i.e..wua,t po.1;.l.Ucn a.nd 
Ba.tµiMa. l:/M/14 a.c.c.ept.6 p<Vt,t.-.t,fme o.dmut.u..tlt.a..tlve 
M4-l.4-tM:t po.1;.l.Ucn 6011. m. 
ITT advoca..te.d .ln depth a.nd M length 6011. 6u.U. Me 06 
·Ff.JM IULtlic/1.Uy. 1-t .U ITT conte.n.Uon .tha..t 
"'11.e.gu.ta..tu,n4~ a.nd J1)(L6.,t be clwiged tc a.dMul> CM 
p11,C6leii,.a 44l>Oc..utte.d w.lth Love Ca.Mt. 

Exp«t-6 contuu.Le.d to 11.upond pol>.lUvel.y to ITT 
,oiy,Ua,Uc,n4 to 60/UIJ 01111. Sc..len.U6-lc AdV,<.4011.tJ , Boll.ltd 

ET1 1;wngllj 1;uppow 1'11.ewie.ntia.l .imp.leme.nta.t.i.on 06 
Ja.vt.a/JiJoyrwian Amendment, 

ETF M4.l4te.d, 44 po4.t.lble, N, Y, A4l>em6ly Tcu.k Fo}l,(!e 
,uive1;.Uga..Ung a.llege.d /wrJy damp:,i.ng M Love CMa.l. 

ITT a.nd UM.te.d Wa.y CLW.ea.ch cotu14el.o-'L6 l>.ta66 a. 
VJt.Op~1n Centett da.lty a.t Qle.\ley UM.te.d 1~ethoclu..t.. 

~ev, VoMU S, &!town a.dde.d to ITT Boll.ltd, 

'ET1' ~e.po.llJ: >!Mell, J q7q_ .t&ltcu.gh Jaty, 611.0m J q 80 p!l.epM.e.d 
a.nd ![ead,i,e.d 6011. clu.tlubuUi>n to membeM, 6u.ncllng 
l>OUltCU, 6/1.,<.e/UU , 
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. 
HISTORY AT LOVE · OF Dl-S8SIE8 CANAL 

, CHRONOLOGY OE EVE.NT$ - eABT ·ti · 
' 

Events integral to the problems of chemical and 
hazardous wastes in the Ecumenical Task Force ser.vice 
area · and ETF's respcnse are highlighted .in the 
following chrcnology. "A HistOJ;y of Disaster -
Chrcnology of Events" frcm 1836 to July 31 , i980 is 
sumnarized in the 1980 !!cw;es:,; ~£Oft of the ETF. 

August 1, 1980 

August 1 , 1980 

August 1 , 1980 

August 5, 1980 

United States Enviraurental .Protectioo •-/l,geflcY 
(EPA) annoonc..-ed that 20 organic chemicals and 
several tox.ic iretals were. detected .in the bloo:l. 
of scrte LOve ca."lal resid ents . Blco:l tests were 
a c:aipani.cn . to an .eai:lier. chrQIXlSQre. study 
Althoogh 20 of the cheroicals and all . of the ·rcet3u! 
.were found i n t.he . blo::rl of scme of the residents , 
the levels "are below those values at .. which 
acute toxic effec:ts occur", acoorduig .to .an 
E.P.,A. statement . "It is not. pessible to state 
what . potential the Love Canal residents tested 
have far. exper i enc.lng oncoge.'lic (cancer) 
teratogenic ibirth .defects) or r-,pi:cductive 
effects" , tbe . EPA statement said . 

A $50 ~000 grant annamced this week to . the 
Envil:aunental Defense Fund (EDF) will . allow for 
CCl!lple t; ai of a st;,.idy started in . JUJle . on .growth 

..and roatnr at:icn rates .arraig Love canal. ch-i ldren. 

Dioxin ident i fied in sewers leading £rem the 
Love Canal direct ly into the Niagara River. 

State offir. lals said they took 6 
sanples in the sewer lines south of 
Recrl Ave • . and found 3 with leve ls of 
dioxin under .29 parts per b il lion , 2 
with le ve l s of 120 parts per b i llion 
(ppb ) and one with 312 ppb, That 
carpares wi th sanples ~rn .Black Creek 
with a level of 3.1 .ppb •. 

State officials for mally told Federal Emergency 
Managenent kJency (FEMA) that tile offer of a 
$15,000 ., 000 , 30-ye.ar loan t o r~settle Love Canal 
families was llllacceptable , 
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August 5, 1980 

August 5, 1980 

August 6, 1980 

August 6, 1980 

August 6, 1980 

August 12, 1980 

August 14 , 1980 

August 17, 1980 

August 18, 1980 

August 22, 1980 

August 24, 1980 

Love Canal Area Revital i zat i on kJericy (lCARA) 
appointed ear lier to purchase Love Canal hares 
with federal and state funds and provide for 
revitalizatioo of the ne ighborhoo:l., established 
a "priorities ccmnittee to determine the order 
in which families will be rela::ated". 

lCARA authorized Mayor O' Laughlin to choose an 
Acting Director , set . up an office in the Love 
Canal neighborhoo:l. and set an .October deadline 
for appointment of a permanent director , I.CARA 
asked the State of New York to have a property 
acquisitien team ready to llO\/e in when. State and 
Federal of f icials agree en funding . 

Center for Disease Cootrol (COC), Atlanta, 
Georgia sends team en-site to begin its tlol(),>level 
health testm;r . Telephone contacts to set up 
interviews, 

ETP presentation to St. James Lutheran Church in 
Bergholtz , "On-Going Needs at Love canal•. 

The first 10 of approximately 175 Love canal 
families being housed and fed in area m::>tels 
notified that their benefits have been terminated 
because of their failure to seek m::>re permanent 
hOusi.Dg in apartments 

State authorities discovered al:norroal quantities 
of radioactive Cesium - 137 in 99th . St, School 
yard soil , 

ETP accep t ed a request for an internship £or 
social work student, Edward Smith , from Niagara 
Universitg during 1980-81 academic gear . 

Love Canal . residents picket Oem:X:ratic COOventicrl 
in New York City . . 

United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Oeveloi;uent (HUD) to rrake 150 Sect i on 8 certificates 
available to renters of low incare housing units 
(LaSalle Developirent) who want to leave Love Canal 
neighborhood , 

EPA testing of air, soil and water started in 
Loire Canal . 

State and Federal officials reach . accord . in 
rela::atien funding. 

Hooker Chemicals and Plastics Corp . holds Open 
House for camunity in attef!Pt to offset adverse 
p.iblicity. 
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August 24, 1980 Dr , Barry ccmu:r.er, biologist aoo president i al 
candida te for l visits r.me Canal LlJ:>o....raParty 

August 27, 1980 I.CARA voted to give . r esident s three years to sell 
their hares , LCARA voted to seek . "cl arif ica ti on" 
fran State Task Force Dir ector II William c. Hennessey, 
en the availability of 3% nortgages to help 
residents b.Jy new hates. LCARA rroved to contract 
with New York Sta te Depar.tnent of T?:·anspor t atiOn 
(rof) to handle Ulve Canal . hare acquis it..icn s . 

l.CARA apprOll'ed 12~ : pr.ior:i t ies ccmnittee. 
I.CARA appointed Richard MOrris , a career cor 
offi.cial , . as ~a:ry . Executive Direc ter. of the 
k,Jeocy. 

I.CARA set up office at 1003-98th St . , acli::)S.s 
Colvin Bo i leva:cd fr an . tile northern end of the 
canal proper , 

5epternber 1, 1980 Diane Sheley j oin ed tha staff of B'l!F as Family and 
Neigbbr.rbaod .Services C.."Ordinator af ter s ervi ng 
as volunteer soaiai wozker: foz E!TF f o:: three months. 

septeml::er 7, 1980 Niagara .Coonty District Attorney ' s office orders 
pi:obe . .into ocnt.i=acts . awar..ded for t he fit"St phase 
of .. Love canal remedial wo.i=k, 

september 8, 1980 swte .Assembly Task Force hearings reld .in Buffalo 
to investigate report.e:l . Un.i.ted St.ates military 
cheudca l/ ra:lioacti.. ve waste dlUIPWJ in lDve. canal . . 

September 10, 1980 Federal . Judge ordered that N.,,Y. State J:e nooe a 
plaintiff, rather than a defendant in the Federal 
Goverrll!ent ' s $124 mi.lli .on su..i.t aga.i.'lst. Hooker 
Chemicals and Plastic .c.ar.p. and others, 

septernber 13, 1980 Annual city audit revealed t.crlay that Love Canal 
lawsuit claims aga i nst the city gove r.nmi'.nt have 
grown. fr.an .. $3. b iJ .lion to $1.6 .billlcn dur ,ing the 
last year + 

september 15, 1980 The u.s. Hoose of Representatives be.gins de bate 
this . II.eek en leg!s lati .cn designed to establish a 
$1 • 2 billioo "Superfund ". to . clean. up abandcned 
hazardous chani.cal dunps such as .uove Canal. 

September 17, 1980 Sis t ers Ma::geen, .Joan Malone, .and Rosalie Bertell 
present p rogr.aJ11 at D' Youville ~olle9e entitl ed, 
"Relig i ous Wc,men Invol-;red i .n th e H<mian Conce rns, 
Problems of Love canal ;md West Val l ey • : 

ETF presenta tion to Fape-t-tevil le Unit ed Method i st 
Church rega r df.zig Lo ve Canal. 



September 19, 1980 The Hcuse of Representatives voted to establish 
t~ S375 million "superfu nds" over the next five 
years to deal with oi l and chemical spills into 
the naticn ' s waterways. 

September 20, 1980:Memhers of ETF attend initial meet in g of •oxy• 
Shadow· Boar<l 1n New Yoi·k Ci,t:y. 

September 22, 1980 ETF presenta tion a t Nat:1.,mal Confe rence of Catholic 
Charities in Rochester, N.Y. Presenters: Rev. Wm. 
J . o•conne .ll, John A. Lynch, Sister Margeen. 

September 23, 1980 Hcuse of Repr\isentat ives passes $1. 2 bill ion 
"SUperfund" to finance the nationwide cleanup of 
abandooed toxic waste sites , 

September 23, 1980 Donna Ogg present:ed an opening statement on behalf 
of the ETF at the CBCOS Hearings ., Text of t.he 
statement gave t.he the olo gical bas is £or our concern 
£or human l ife, as well as protection of our soil, 
water and air ., 

September 25, 1980 Eleanor Conmy of the Sabre Park Peoples' Association 
attended BTF Execu tive Board Meeting to enlighten 
the Board on the CheJ11ical and Env ironmen t al 
Conservation Systems (CECOS) problem. ETF voted 
to cooperate with the sabre Park Association. 

September 30, 1980 GibGcn ROberts Zimba of Zambia, the Zambian . 
Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, aloog 
with jcurnalists fran the Dcminican Republic, . Nepal 
and g0Verlllrellt. officials . fran Sierra Leane, . Egypt 
and . SwaziJ.and .vjsit .Love Canal , 

Octol:er 1 , 1980 President carte r and Governor Carey sign the 
State/Federal relocation agreement at Niagara Falls 
Internat:ional conventio;1 cen ter. Sr. Margeen, ETF 
Executive Director, attends . 

The Niagara Falls Board of Education approved a 
measure allowing the Federal GOvernrrent to use a 
porticn of the 93rd . st . School property for 
environmental testing at the Lave Canal. 

October 3, 1980 Residents of L.aSalle Developnent , low incQ!e 
hOJ.s:\119 at Love Canal , angered over being left cut 
of $20 million State and Federal Agreenent , 

Report by Stephen Lester of Clement Associates, Inc., 
ccnsulting finn hired by NYS to advise Lave Canal 
Hareowners ' Associatioo, stated that ~.orkers taking 
part in the remedial program at Lave Canal site 
were saretiJres needlessly exposed to danger , and 
goverruren t respcnse to the chemical ccntaminatioo 
problem was not ooequate , 



October 5, 1980 ETF presentation at St. Peter ' s Church in Lockport. 

October 6, · 1980 Residen ts of LaSalle Development notified ETF of 
possible r .iot ensuing over residen t s being left out 
of $20 mill i on State/Federal agreement. ETF in 
turn contacted New York State Assemblyman Arthur 
Eve and requested hi.s help in negotiations with 
State and Federal off ici als. Assemblyman Eve met 
with residents and members of ETF Executive Board 
and staff until 1:30 AM and were successful in 
averting a r iot. Subsequent action by Assemblyman 
Eve guaranteed $500, 000 being allocated for moving 
expenses of res idents. 

· October 7 , 1980 An invest igaticn into rerredial work at the southern 
end of the LOve Canal has apparently praipted the 
Federal Government to hold up payrrent of $4 millicn 
in project reimb.lrserrents to the City of Niagara 
Falls. 

October 7, 1980 ETF Executive Board voted to go on record as being 
opposed to further expansion of any hazardous 
waste chemical and radioactive dumpsites in the 
Niagara Frontier. 

October 8, 1980 Sister Margeen presented a prepared statement for 
the record at CECOS hearings expressing concern 
for emotional and psycho logical trauma that could 
resu lt from the proposed expansion of this NYS 
licensed toxic waste • secure landfill•. This is 
the first time that Permit Hearings of N, Y. 
Department of Environmental Conservation have 
admitted test imony concerning emotio nal and 
psychol ogical effects on persons. 

Octol:er 9, 1980 Foor African Journalists toored Niagara county's 
hazardous waste disposal firms and voiced the hope 
their countries will re able to learn fran 
Anerica's problems when they begin to industrialize. 

Octol:er 9, 198.0 The U, S, Small Business Mministration (SBA) 
refused to1ay to offer special l ow-interest . 
nortgage loans to Love Canal families to b.ly 
replcW::elrel1t hOUses elsewhere. 

SCA Chemical Waste Ser.vices, the second NYS licensed 
toxic waste operation in NYS. - both of which ax:e 
located in Niagara County - received its court ­
ordered permit for ccr,struction of its 5-mile 
waste p ipeline to the Niagara River , 

A Blue Ribboo Panel of physicians appointed l:1y 
Governor Carey leve led severe criticism at b.lngling 
of Love Cana l health and envircnnent studies and 
sa .id there is no conclusive evidence of adverse 
health effects there , 
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October 10, 1980 ETF Executive Board and staff played host to 
members of the United Methodist National Church 
Agencies. The purpose of th e consultation was to 
provide an on-s i te evaluation of the problems at 
Love canal and other environmental hazards in 
Niagara County. As a result of this day, the ETF 
received a. further gi·ant ct $10,000 . to be- used 
for Direct Aid to Love canal residents. 

October 13, 1980 ETF staff members met with A.ssemblyman Eve, New· York 
State offic i als and repr,;,sentatives of LaSalle 
Development residents at the state Office Building 
in Buffa lo , N. Y. Purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss special problems expe ri enced by the 
residents in trying to locate adeq-Jate housing. 
As a result of th.i..s meetin g, New York State entered 
into a 30month con trac t with Housing Opportunities 
Made Equal (HOME) and Housing Assistance Center (HAC) 
to provide an on ·•s it: e of fice with personnel 
available on a daily basis to assist th e residents. 

October 23, 1980 The Execut ive Board oft.he Ecumenical Task Force 
in recognizing t.~e dichotom i es which exist between 
residents of the Love Conal requested the Executive 
Director to prepare a st:atement expressing the need 
for the Love Canal Revit alization Agency to address 
the issue of the future use of t.:he Love Canal 
neighborhood . This statemen t was presented by Sister 
Hargeen at the LCARA public meeting ofterin _g · ETF 
assistance in car.rying out responsible action in 
the future in whatever way most appropriate , 

O:::tober 24, 1980 . President carter anncmiced he -would ask coogress for 
.a.special .. $3.8 .milllcn .appr.opriarion to fund health 
studies of LOve Canal residents , which will be 
carried oot by the State University of Buffalo 
Medical School and Center for Disease ccntrol. 

I.cx::kport, N~ Y., Landf ill found to be leaking toxins 
into area grQllldwater. 

O:::tober 28, 1981 ETF Board toured CE/COS Landfill Faci lity. 

ETF Executive Board accepted wit.h regret the 
resignat i on of Rev. Charles Lamb. 

ETF accepted w.ith pleas ure, Rev. Richard Donoughue , 
representa tive of the Lutheran Church in America, 
as member ot Executive Board . 



October 30, 1980 • Vice-President_ial candi.date, Pat&i.ck Lucey , met 
...,.,, - • • • I 

, wi ,th · .. BTf Board memb e rs , s t a ff , and vo l un t eers fru: 
0 

br'ie't:ing 'on Love canal •1o rk of ETf . He was given a 
tour of t he Lo ve Cana l ar e a by John L ynch and Donna 
Ogg, and met wi t h res id en t s at f>'esle!J Uni.ted 
/4et hodist Church in Lov e Canal . 

November 5, 1980 Federal environrrental of ficials stated that the 
Love Canal treatrren t f ac i lity is ''satisfactorily 
filter ing a.it chemlcal contaminants contained in the 
leachate" frcm Love Canal. Sludge stored in holding 
~, however , reveals Di oxin ('ICOO) in the low 
parts -per bi l l ion range 

Noveml:er 14, 1980 First ti«) hares in Love Canal boJndary area purchased 
by I.CARA. 

November 18, 1980 BTf pr~sentation at Holy Ghost Lutheran PTA meeting 
in Bet:gholtz. 

November 19, 1980 New federal regulatiCl"ls in etf~ tepay to m::nitor 
toxic ireterial handling fr an ",;;radle to '.91=ave" in 
"pr .Ci)erly suited" approved landf ill or d-isposal site • 

. (Resrurce Cooservatioo Recovery J\ct (!CAA)) 

~ .Y.s. charges tba t cb?a>icaJ was~ at the s-Area 
Iaziilfill and . tile 102.nd. Stteet ~te cire t...o 9f 
the foor l.aoofUle w ),liaqara county for "41:i.ch ~ 
.is cbargej ill . Jawsui .t by.. U .. S. Justice Departrrent 
am .New Yark Sta te . 

November 20, 1980 Canada ' s Parliarrent i s ccnsidering a request today 
that the governrcen t see.le:: a full-scale inquiry by 
the United States . into toxic c;ootlU11.i.natioo af the 
Niagara River 

N.Y.S . legislative aides stated this~ that a 
search of old federal .records indicates that 'rnT 
wastes may still be under thousands of acres at the 
Lake Ontario Ordinance Works (UX::W) in Lewiston 
This announceirent led both Canadian and U.S. lawyers 
to demand the reopening of the SCA Chemical Waste 
Services, Inc . Permit Hearings to~ a . toxic 
disposal site , The attorneys claim the s;i.te 
over lies the pipes containing 'INI' o 

Novem:ier 21, 1980 BTF presentation t o UPCUSA Synod of the Northeast 
and tour of Love Cana l . 

November 22, 1980 Lois G•bbs announced LOve cap.al H~s, Associatioo 
will end their five-m:inth boycott of ' health studi~s. 

Nou'eml:er ~4., l980 Senate approved a $1 . 6 bi llion hazardous waste 
cleanup, "Superfund", which will do nothing . to 
ccrrpensate individual victirre 
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November 25, 1980 

December 3, 1980 

December 3, 1980 

December 4, 1980 

December 10, 1980 

NYS DEC ordered to prove it was not in error when it 
determined last July that CB:'OS had properly 
cCJTpleted its applicaticn for permi.ts to construct 
and operate t¼Q new hazardous waste .l!andf ills in the 
Town of Niagara . 

Town of Niagara Board passed a new ordinance to 
ccntrol landfill operatioos . 

ETF accepted with pleasure, Mrs. Joann Breitsman, 
as Presbyterian representative on the Executive Board. 

U.S. House of Representatives today approved a 
$1 .6 billioo "Superfund" bill to cover the cost of 
cleaning up abandooed hazardous chemical waste 
dUitPsites and spills that get into navigal!ile water 
or ground water. 

The approved bill does not call for the payirent of 
ar.,q rcedical expenses or lost earnings suffered by 
victims of hazardrus waste , 

Toronto Ontario Globe and Mail carried an ar .ticle 
stating, "The Niagara.Falls area is the most 
envircrurentally contaminated in North Airerica, and 
scientists now l:elieve they have found its toxic 
wastes as. far away as Torcnto and Kingston (Ontario, 
Canada) " 

Niagara Falls BoaJ:d of F.ducaticn passed a resoluticn 
to ask E.P.A. and the N. Y.S . Health Depart.nent to 
investigate allegaticns of cootarnination in sewer 
system running under LaSalle Senior High School. · 

Article in NAflSara Gazette revealed how Hooker 
Chemical was given permissioo by NYS DEC to 
tenp:irarily exceed its Sta~ Air Quality permit 
limitations fran its incjnerator over a four-m::nth 
period in 1979 . During this period, Hooker 
incinerated dioxin tainted leachate fran Love Canal 
and later fran another Hooker dUitP, the Hyde Park 
Landfill , 

Ecumenical Task Force provided a Chri stmas Open 
House for residents of Lr>ve Canal , Approximately 
70 children att ended and vis it ed wi th Santa and 
Hrs . Claus. 

' A representative from Citizens Against Dumping 
visited the ETF offi ce seeking advice on how to 
prevent the devel opment of a disposal s :lte ·in 
Amherst, N. Y. 
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December 12, 1981 

December 12, 1980 

December 17, 1980 

December 18, 1980 

December 19 , 1980 

December 20, 1980 

Niagara Falls Waste Water 'I'reatrrent Plant begins 
processing sewage for the first t irre . in rore than 
two years . (h:tivated carbon beds ruptw:ed at the · 
plant m::>re than t1<10 years ago, forcing the city 
to punp millicns of galloos of partially treated 
sewage into the river which has 60% of the . chemicals 
rercoved with the help and cooperat.icn . of the 
pretreat..mmt .dooe by the chemical plants in the 
city.) 

Love Canal HCtlEOWners' Association announced today 
that they will close their present office en 
January 15th . , . hoping to r~stablish at a later 
date elsewhere . 

Ccngress refused to pass $3.8 inillicn health 
study bill . 

Richard Morris naned pe..rmanent Executive Director 
of Love Canal Area Revitalizaticn lv:]ency (!£ARA) • 

ETF Executive Assist.ant, . Donna Ogg, attended 
Hazardous Waste Management Conference, Albany , 
N. Y. - a confexence desi gned to encourage 
conversation between government, indu s t ry, 
environmen talists. (Ouestlon, Should not ~church• 
be a .. participant in fu · conferences of this ture sort 
in order to present theol ogica l perspective?) 

Niagara Falls Camunity Devel cpnent Departrrent 
filed a supplerrenta l grant applicatioo for $6,5 
millicn in Federal m:iney for cootinued IJ::Ne. Canal 
land acquisiti .cn and suppart . 

Sister Margeen gave presentation on Love . canal 
to the National Catholic Di saster Relief Committee 
at t he O'Hare Inn, Chicago, Ill in ois . 

1980 F.ditorial in Niagara Gazette revealed 
test:irn:ny to the Hou.se Camerce Oversight and 
Investigat i ons Ccmnittee in Washingtcn this ~ 
which alleged that organized crime isbeecrning 
involved . in the . waste-disposal b.lsiness, 

1980State Department of Enviroomental Ccnservaticn 
annoonced plans to close down the Niag ara County 
Landfill in the Town of LOckport in ooe . year . The 
27. S acre landfi ll has teen f ound to be leaking 
toxic chemicals into the water table, 

Hooker Chemical . has applied for a Federal permit 
to !:urn 200 tons a year ·of hazardoos chemicals fran 
the Hyde Park landfill at its Niagara Falls 
incinera tor . 
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December 21, 1980 E:ditorial in Niagara Gazet~ revealed that N.Y.S. 
·Health Oepartirent and Oepartirent of Envirorurental 
ccnservation have pranised to lock into charges that 
leachate frcrn the CEl:OS Internatiooal, .Inc . site 
at 56th , St . and Pine Avenue poses a health threat 
to students at various Niagara Falls schools. 

December 22, 1980 The Niagara Falls City Council has urged to press 
Niagara Countv and NYS officials for the creatioo 
of an "oversight carmittee" to stop the ·cootinued 
.iJTiportaticn of hazardcus and tOKic wastes into the 
area. 

January 5 , 1981 Niagara Falls City council informally agreed to 
c i ty participation in an "envirorurentai oversight 
ccmnittee" that wa.ild tie fonred by local governnents 
and environmental groops in the area. 

January 6 , 1981 EPA revealed today they wi l l not issue a staterrent 
as to habitability of ·r..ove Canal neighborhood. 
Test results as pranised January 1st. will not be 
revealed until mid-March . 

January 6 , 1981 Eight Notre Dame Uni versity s t udents v.isited ETF 
office for orientation to Love Canal .. as par .t of their 
experiential learning program during their semester 
break , They expressed amazement at the problems 
faced by persons in neighborhoods potentially 
expo~ed to toxic/hazardous waste disposal . One 
student, who will enter medical school in the Fall, 
has volunteered to work for the ETF this Summer. 

January 7, 1981 The .Envirc:rurental Protection . ~ency issued new rules 
requiring every hazardous-waste storage treat:Jrent 
and disposal facility, regardles s of size, to b.ly 
l iabi l ity insurance, establish trust funds or l:aids , 
and ot:her:wise guarantee their sites can both be 
closed down safely and then regularly inspected for 
30 years after closure. The rules go into e ff ect in 
s ix m:nths , 

January 8 , 1981 NYS Enl{irOO!rental Ccmnissicner, RObert F. Flacke, 
suspeztis FCTi.':Ghemi.cal toxic . Waste Services' and . 
hazardcus waste disposal oper.ating pennits , 

January 9 , 198 1 Federal Judge John T . Elfr:in issued a tercf?orary 
restraining order 011erruling the State Departirent of 
Envil::o:mental ccnser .vatioo' s decisioo . to shut down 
oper.atioos of SCA Chemical Waste Services, Inc . 

January 12, 1981 ETF Executive Board members and staff held the first 
of a two -day Annual Evaluation at the Niagara 
Institute on Niagara-On-The-Lake, Ontario. 
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.January 13, 1981 The New York State En'1ir~ JiOa?:d has. voted to 
requir e all <Milers of hazardous-wast e <hm!p sit es to 
post l:x:nds as insurance tihat harmful substanc.es will 
not leak into the air and ground water after the 
dunps ar e permanently closed . Operators of t oxic 
disposal sites also will be r equired tO post l:onds 
against accidental leakag e .fr cm operating sit e s , and 
caipanies that transport hazardous wastes to the 
duiq>s will hav.e to post bcrld to insure against leaks 
along the way to disposal site , 

January 13, 1981 LCARA today approved a program to aid r enters 
noving . fran . the Leve Canal area that includ es 
r e locaticn expenses .and purchase of applianc es , 

January 15, 1981 Love eanal Area Revitaliuition Agency (!,CARA) 
devoted tim e at its work session meeting to di s cus• 
the long -range future of the Love Canal area , The y 
expre••ed a de$ire to review. data available from 
th o member• of the BTF scientific/Technical Mvis ory 
Boozd, in order to assess whether ETF'G advi • ors 
could help LCARA in interpreting te at dat ~ and 
,qa/ting decisions on future u•e .snd.habitabili .tu of 
the . uea , 

ETF accep ted second internship for • ocial work 
student, Ann Druck, . from Ni.agar.a University during 
1980 -81 academic year . 

J anuary 20, 1981 Govel:nor Hugh Car ey in his b.ldge t message reccmnended 
cutting ra::ire than $1 . 5 million frcrn last year's 
appropriations to deal with chemica l cootaminatic:n 
at J:J,ve Canal .- He. also asked for an $80,000 . 
redu.cti.on . in State assistance to Niagara Falls . 

January 21, 1981 City GO..lllcil declined to take part in envir<:l'lmenta l 
oversight camuttee, as pr eviCAlSly agreed en 
Jan uary 5, 1981 ReaSCO given was that the Cpunci l 
f eared the ccmuittee might favor programs the city 
wa.ild object to 

Russell Hartzler, Chairman Michigan Interfaith 
Disaster Relief committee , and member oE the Church 
of The Brethren, visited the ETF office . ETF staff 
gave him an orientation on the work of the ETF 
and a tour of the Love Canal area. 
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January ,.31, .1981 NYS Assembly Task . Force rep;:irt reiterates: 

( 1) The u. s . Arrey p_lI!{led 37 mill.ial galloos 
of radioactive chemical wastes into the 
aquifier beneath t he Town of Tcnawanda, 
during work on t.l)e. World War II Manhattan 
Project , 

(2) Wastes fran the A.."IIIY'S '!NI' plant at the 
Lake .Ontar io Ordnance Works in . Niagara 
County .\>lere never fully decontaminated, . 
creating the possibil i ty of an explosioo oo 
the site , Pr.operty now a,,,ned ~ SCA 
Chemical Wastes Services, Inc , 

(3) The disoosal of hazardrus . waste fran ArnrJ 
and gO\lerTlm!nt-related chemical prajuctioo 
ccntrib.lted significantly to the 
ccntaminatioo of UNe Canal. 

Fel:ruary 1 , ·1 98.1 BTF. Bxecutive . Board authorized a le ·tte r be sent 
to Dr. Healy, superiritendent of Lewiston-Porter 
School Board offering .our assistance in averting 
panic among parents .and students , 

ETF .Executive Board authorized telegrams to be 
sent to our legislators, Governcr Carey, 
Conunissio1ier Flacke,- Lieutenant Governdr cuomo, 
and Attorney General Abrams in dicating that ETF 
supports halting all new construction at SCA 
until potential TNT daiigers can be evaluated, 

BTF Execut ive Board authorized telegrams to be 
sent to Department of Ener gy and all Federal 
agencies to take immediate appropriate action to 
determine whether or not TNT is present and 
fdllow up with immediate appropr .iate action if it 
is present at the former Lake Ontario Ordinance 
Works site. 

Five famil ies refused to send their children 
to classes at Lewistoo-Parter School because of 
their fear of the potential l)azard . of explosioo 
at . the forner IJXM site. 

BTF Executive Board accepted with regret the 
resignation 0£ Hrs. Donna Ogg from staff . Donna 
will cont inue .on voluntary basis to assist ETF 
with talks and research . 

Febnlary 7, 1981. Rev. James Brewster , ETF Chairm-an, introduced a 
statement at the publ i c hearing on the Hyde Park 
Landfill/Bloody Run Agreemen t , on behalf of the BTF, 
supporting the res i dents in thei.r claim for 
health s tudie s. 
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Felruary 9, 1981 Lewistcn Co.mcilman, Alvm Ogg, requested a 

Felruary 11, 1981 

Felruary 12, 1981 

Fel:ruary 14, . 1981 

Felruary 23, 1981 

February 28, 1981 

March 6, 1981 

re-vote on the Town's resoluticn accepting the 
prc,posed settlement en the Hyde .Park Landfill/Bloody 
Run Agreerient. 

The Town of Porter Board passed a resoluticn 
supporting a State prq:,osed ccncept to develop 
high technology . hazardoos .waste treatllalt facilities 
in the State ootside Niagara. and Erie counties , 

LCARA voted to seek the advice of the BTF's 
Scientific Advisory Board members in determining 
habitability of the Love Canal community. , 

Sister Margeen Hoffmann and Mrs. Barbara Hanna gave 
a pr esen tation at LeMoyne College in Syracuse, N.Y. 

The u.s. Envircnmental .Protection .Agency released 
today that . funds . for a $1 millicn .project to 
scc:ur deadly dioxin £ran se\>.er lmes m and around 
Love Canal have l:een with:h:awn by the U.S. COast-. 
Guard . 

Coort of Appeals ruled today that SCA Chemical . 
Waste Services, Inc.. may discharge treated . chemical 
wastes mto the Niagara River throogh a five-,mile 
pipeline . across the Tcw-:1 of Porter. Oiscbarge is 
not to begm, however, unti l April 15th . and is 
subjec t to State . Depar.tllent of Env.iramental . 
C<nservatien (ca:::) water quali ty checks. 

EPA anno.mced to:lay that environmental test results 
£ran .I.ave Canal will be delayed until the . end of 
Mai::ch, 

BTF Execu ti ve Board he ld the sec ond of its two-day 
evaluation at the Niagara In.s.titute · on Njagkra~'cm­
The-Lake, Onta ri o. 

DEX:: annoonoed today that close m:initoring of tOKic 
chemipals m the Niagara River will begm . this 
Sprmg ., 

EPA annoonced a further delay :!n test results , 
Results na,1 expected m mid-April. 

. . 
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March 6, 1981 ETF today receive d -Am.icus curiae - -- {Friend of The 

March 11 f 1981 

March 12·, 1981 

March 13, 1981 

. cour t) stat.us ,':or the for:t.>ic.-oTl'J.ng of hearings the 
United States of America versus Hooker Chemical and 
Plastic cor.poration , Hooker Chemical Corpora tion, 
Occidental Pet roleum Investment coz·poration , and 
Occidental Petrol eum corporation. 

This Amicus curiae status is a landmark in the work 
of an Interfaith ia .sk Force and could be the 
beginning of our bri.nging issues of liability, 
respons i bi l.ity a.nd justic e to bear for the first time 
in our cour ts , on the issue of hazardous wastes. It 
will allow us to bring per ti nent information to the 
Judge and appraise him of issues, and also raise 
questions that m.i ght not otherwise be ir,troduced. 

Father Jack Keiffer , s.,7., D.sc., P.E., joined the 
BTF as a consu l tan t . He will also serve as 
coord inator of the ETF Scientifi c/ Technical Advisory 
Board and their woz·k for the Love Canal Area 
Revitalization Agency. 

The Reagan Administration's . revised budget . for 
fiscal 1982 provides al::o.!t 20% less m::ney for the 
cleanup .of hazardous wastes sites (Superfund) than 

. had teen proposed 'l:7;{ the cai:ter l\dininistratioo . in 
January. 

Due to an error in Superfund writing, New York State 
will not receive credit for the $25 to $30 millioo 
it has spent on the Love Canal cleanup . As a result, 
New York will ooly .be able to apply this credit to 
future ~!Ork in Love Canal , 

Through the Direct Aid pr.ogram of the ETF, in 
response to the Renters • Association at LaSalle 
Development, a city-wide problem of utility overages 
in public housing wa.s uncovered. This led to our 
advocacy with the Nia gara Falls Housing Authority for . 
leniency in payment for renters in public housing 
and further pursuance of payment for overages 
through H.,E.A..P. {Heat & Energy Assistance Program) 
grant payment to the Niagara Palls Housing Authority. 
{As of this date , H, B.A, P. funds have not been paid 
to the Housing Authoritu.. . ) 

ETF attorney, Ba~bara Morrison , asked Judge curtin 
on behalf of the S7'F t o turn down the draft now 
before hiln for a $l6.5 million -pl us contract 
rwining 35 to 38 years . on che Hyde Park Landfill/ 
Bloody RU.'1, 

President Reagan announced the dismissal of EPA 
Regicnal Mrninistrator, Charles s . Warren , head of 
the New York Ci ty office . 
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March 14, 1981 

March . 19, 1981 

March . 20, . 1981 

March 2_~ ! . 1981 

March 31 , . 1981 

March . 29, . 1981 

April 15, 198 1 

Center for Disease Control (CDC) ordered 
the State University of Buffalo . Medical 
School to close its Niagara .. Falls . office 
on March 31st and . mothball . the . records 
(see August S, 1980 entry) . because it . is 
becoming increasingly unlikely congress 
will release $3 . 8 . mi.llion :for . p.lanned . 
Love .Canal . heal th ... stud.ie.s •.. 

Environmen tal . Cons.ex:vat.ion . commissioner, 
Robert F . Flacke, . anno .unced that - New Y.ork 
State . will put a team . of . inspectors . in 
th e Buffalo area . starting . in July to · 
oversee transportation of .. hazardous . waste . 
into . the Niagara . Frontier. 

Robin . Miller Productions of Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, spent the day . with . ETF . staff 
filming . in Love Canal area . £or the · Presby­
terian Synod of the Northeast. 

New York State Department of Environmenta l 
conservation commissioner, Robert . Flacke ., 
today denied . a reques.t .. by CECOS .. to build 
two more . Niag .ara county .landfills, but 
he allowed the company to expand .. an . . ex.is t ­
ing one. CECOS was given permission, 
however, to reapply for the perm.its and 
would be required to submi .t a i-o- year p l an .• 

Officials for CECOS Inter.national, Inc. 
requested permis .sion fr .om the. Town of 
Niagara Boar .d to expand . a present landfill. 

Sister Hargeen made a presentation to 
menrbe-r.s . of , ~~£!.E.i£!l. -ili!!l. on h ow a heal th 
stu dy could be deve .loped. 

Mr. John F. Riordan . was named . today as 
successor to Bruce Davis as . President . of 
the Industrial Chemicals ... Group of . the 
H.ooker Chemical c.o •. , .Niagara . Falls • 

. Lois Gibbs, President of Love . Canal 

. Home.owner .s . Association ., took . up .. residence 
in ... washin.gton ~ n • .c. 

Niagara .Gazette reported . that the 
. Federa l .Gov:ernment .. appar .e.n,tly . plans. . to 
rejec t. . the . City .of Niagar .a . Fal l s. .. applica ­
tion . for . $6. 5 . mi.llion . to . fi nance . eight 
s·teps . in . revitalizing . Love . Canal . area. 
(See . December . 18, . 198.0 entry). 
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April 22, 1981 

April 23 , 1981 

April 25, 1981 

April ;28, 1981 

April 30, 1981 

May 1 , 1981 

New York State Depar.trrent of Envir.crurental 
Cooservation Ccmni.ssiooer, Robert Flacke, 
denied an expansiOO .permit for SCA Chemical 
Waste Service~ .. Ccmnissioner .F.lacke said 
that before the State grants any. new 
landf i ll permits, . ccnpanies .are going to 
have to sul:mit 10- ye.ar plans showing how 
they will shift fran :the b.lr ial of ccntaminants 
to high - technology destructicn • . 

Mr. Masai of Asaki . {main newspaper publication 
of Japan and Aileen M • . Smith, co -author and 
photographer of Minimata visited ETF office 
and met with s t aff and residents re Love Canal 
and H9de Park/ Blood9 Run si tu ation. 

Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanna made a 
.presentation to the vlestern New York Conference 
of the American Lutheran Church in Medina, New York . 

Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanna made a 
presentation to the University of Buffalo 
School of Social Work and also a presentation 
to the Niagara Deanery at St. John's 
Episcopal Church, Youngstown, New York. 

Mrs. Janet Osborn and Ms. Fia Scheyer of the 
unitarian Universalist Service committee, 
Boston , Mass, visited the ETF's office and met 
with members of the Board and Staff regarding the 
BTF's objectives and the problems of to x ic 
and hazardous chemical wastes in Niagara and Bri e 
County. 

The State I?= Authority sold 48. 7 acre:, . 
of land to the. City of N.iagara . .Fall.s for a 
sludge b.lrial site .. Sale .,i s .cont in gent, upoo . 
approval .frcm the Eedet.al . Env:i.ra'llfental.: 
Protection .Agency .. and the State Depar . t tnei 
of EnvircomentaL ccnservatial for the city 
to b.lry the sludge . fran i ts wastewater 
treatrrent plant in a 28 acre landfi l l an 
the . sootber n end of that ,property . Public 
hearings will be held. 

Niagar.a Falls Mayor Michael O'Laughlin and 
other city lea:lers visited Washington .today 
to rreet with HUD leaders to p.ish for special 
aid to renew LOve Canal arec>.. (See April 15 , 
1981 entry) • · 

HUD agreed to allow the city to rework and 
refine their proposal , cutting the dollar 
anount and numl:er of priorities. 
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May 1, 1981 The Mayor also will have a chance to 
redefine and strengthen h i s argument that 
Love Canal qualif ie s as a .disaster area , 

May 4, . 1981 Sis t er Hargeen made a presentation to 
Lutheran council in t he U. S.A. in Cincinnati , 

May 6, 1981 The Federal and State Governments . fi l ed 
a joint lawsuit against the City of Niagara 
Falls to repair it s wastewater . treatment 
plant and to stop discharging . polluted 
wastewater into the N.iagar .a . River . 

New York State Senate passed a bill which 
will allow . munic ip alities to ·. hire . t heir 
own. expert . to monitor local chemical dumps 
or treatment centers at the cost . of . those 
using . the facility . 

May 7, . 1981 vandalism discovered today to pCA Chemical 
Waste . Services, Inc.'s 5-mile ~waste ­
discharge pipeline which was . to begin 
tomorrow to discharge the first of some 
7 million gallons of detoxified chemical 
wastes in to the Niagara River. Damage 
estimated at $50,000 caused . by holes 
punched in the pipeline. 

May . 11 , 1981 Arson is blamed for two fires at two 
vacated Love Canal homes . 

May 13, 1981 CECOS International Inc, and .Rochester 
Gas and Electric co ,• announced plans to 
build a sprawling chemical - waste disposal 
and treatment comp.lex on . the .. shores . of 
Lake Ontario between Roches .ter , and Syracuse. 

May 14, 1981 The LCARA-voted to . call on . the state to 
r .emove the green fence that surrounds tpe 
Love Canal site ' and to demolish the first 
two rings of · homes·; 

In what was described as a "vote of 
confidence . for the area", the Executive 
Director of the Love Canal Area Revitalization 
Agency (LCARAJ,Richard Morris, announced 
plans . to purchase a home i n the . Love Canal 
neighborhood . 

. May 15, . 1981 Contract ii.ras signed between . BTF and . LCARA 
for consult i ng services by ETP Scientific / 
Technical Adv is ory Board on . EPA test results . 
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May 17 , 1981 Sister Margeer, .w.i. th Stan W.irsig, Enviro nmental 
Management Council, gave a presentation 
in the Emmanuel United Methodist Chu,rc h, L,ockp9rt 
concerning ,The Human Aspects of Enviro nmental 
Problems ,•. 

May 19 1 1981 

May 
' 

20 , 198 1 

May 22 , 198 1 

May. 27, 1981 

May 29, 1981 

The Niagara County Legislature . agreed to 
ask State and Niagat'a Falls . officials . to 
include homeowners on Deuro . Drive, . Mueller 
court and Brookhaven Drive in state 
iegislation that awarded . others . in . the 
designated . Lo;ve Canal area county, city 
and school tax rebates • . Their. . .motion 
also asks the Niagara Falls . City Assessor 
to review property as sessme nt s . on. the 
three streets on t he northeas t ern edge 
of the Love Canal . (The three streets 
were excludeQ i n the Emergency Declaration) 

BTF Executive Board voted to send a 
communica tio n to Richard Morris, . Bxecutive 
Director of Love Canal Area . R evi taliz ation 
Agency, advising h im t hat his intended move 
into the Love canal neighborhood was 
though t to be premature until habitability 
is established . At this point, adequate 
data is not available to declare the 
neighborhood habitable. 

United Cerebr~l . Palsy Association and 
the Association for . Retarded Children . 
announce d plans to enter into a . joint 
contract to do lawn cutting and maintenance 
in the Love Canal neighborhood for LCARA, 

Sister Margeen attended a . Pre ss Conference 
a t Oil and Chemical Worker s . Union where 

. Assemblyman Joseph Pillitte re distributed 
t he "Right-to-Know Bill: 

Sister Margeen, Roger Cook, . Diane Sheley, 
me t with Mr. Tom Glair of Association 
for Retarded Children and Mr • . J oseph 
Mineo of the United Cerebral Palsy 
Assoc i at ion re the advisability of accepting 
a contract for lawn maintenance . at Love Canal. 

City of Niagara Fall s submi tted a rev i~ ed 
proposal . to HUD for aid . for . Love .Canal 
i n the . amount of $780,000 • . (See May 1, 
1981 entry) . 
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June 2, 1981 ETF sent an urgent tel .egram to Governor Efugh 
Carey, Senator D<Jnie1 Moynihan, Senator Alfonse 
D'Amato, Congressman John LaFalce, Senator 
John Daly , Assemolyman Matthew Murphy anq 
Assemblyman Joseph T. Pillittere , requesti ng 
an · iromediate release o f the BPA a i r , soil and 
ground water testing of Love canal. 

Sister Margeen and S i ster Joan Malone taped 
• a television program f or Person to Person, 

Channel 29. 

June 3, 1981 Love Canal . r esiden ts terrporarily located at 
Falcoo Manor were notified by the LOve Canal 
Area Revitalizaticu Agency that they DUSt 
vacate the preroiSPs by Ju.:.e 30, 1981 . 

June 5, 1981 Rev. James Brewster and Sister Margeen met 
with Mayor Michael O'Laughlin, as directed 
by the Executive Board , to discuss the la.ck of 
adequate low income housing ;,vailable fof 
tenants of Love Canal , 

June 6, 1981 Congress has votea to approve $950,000 to 
carry rut an . abr idged versicn of the $3 .8 . 
million I.ove. Canal health . study ' 

Richard Morri s , Executive Director of the 
I.ove Canal Area Revital iz ation Agency, 
announced plans. to aov.e into a . hoose in 
I.ove Canal en July 1, 1981. 

A General Meeting of the ETF was held at 
First United Metho dist Church in Niagara ,Falls. 

ETF Executive Boa.rd accepts with regret 
the res ignat ion of Rev . Bruce Stearns. 

June 9, 1981 An apparent secCtld act of sal:x)tage en the 
SCA Chemi.c:al .. Wastes Services Inc ,. pipeline 
was discovered toiay, (See May 7, 1981 eritry). 

June .10, 1981 Hr. Paul Argent i and Ms. Eva Lind Schetecter 
of Amos Tuck Business school , Dartmouth, 
Hanover, New Hampshire , v i s it ed the ETF 
office fo r orientat i on on Love canal and 
Hyde Park/Bloody Rw,. M.,-:. Argenti wil l 
prepare a case study for the Business School. 

June 11, 1981 The CBS News Magazine, "60 Mi.rfil!,:eA", carre to 
the.Niagara Falls ar.ea to do a pregram en 
pollution in the Niagara River. 
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June 11, 1981 State Health Officials released results of 
a study they conducted at the Love Canal 
which shows t hat residents there faced a 
higher occurrence of lung cancer than in 
average neighl::orhco::ls natiooally . 

June 12 , 1981 The Western New York Conferenc e 0£ th e United 
Methodist Church vot;ed today ·ro abandon t he 
Wesley. .. U11ited Met hodist . Church i n .Love canal 
as of July l , 1981. 

June 15, 1981 Alnost three years after the first applicatioos 
were filed, SCA Chemical Services Inc. opened 
the valves tooay, releasing the first liquids 
thro.igh it s cootroversial chemical waste 
pi peline , 

The Canadian research ship, tre Advent, was in 
the 10\<.er Niagara River to m::nitor the river 
discharge. 

Of special ccncern to Canadi,ms is the ability 
of wastes to dilute wi th river water before 
reaching drinking water intakes at Niagara ­
On-The-Iake , Ontario , 

Aquatic biolegists. frcm the New Yorl< State 
Department of Enviroomental conservation were 
also on . hand . with a nobile laboratory to m::nitar 
tre toxicity of the discharge 

June 18, t 981 Coogressman John LaFalce replied to ETF telegram 
asking far EPA test resu lts in Leve Canal , 
(See June 2, 1981 entry) . " . , . It now appear .s 

.as if the envircmrental assessrient will not be 
released until mid-sunmer at the earliest , 
I consider the lcng delay in releasing their 
report unconsciooable . " 

June 22 , 1981 At the request of Mayor M,ichael o•Laughli .n, and 
respond ing to the reloca tio n needs of the large 
low-income fami lies in Love Canal, t he ETF 
presented a housing study to t he Niagara Falls 
City Council . The impact of this study was 
acceptance of twelve substantial l y rehabilitated 
units of sca ttered s ite hous ing . His housing 
will allow large familie s , who now feel trapped 
at Love Canal to relocate . 

June 23, 1981 ETF Board member, Sister Joan Malone , OSF, was 
keynote speaker and Barbara Hanna, ETF Administrative 
Assistant, participated on a panel discussion for 
the General Assembly of the Si sters of Saint Joseph 
in Buffalo, New York . 
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Jun e 26 , 198 1 

June 28 , 1981 

Ju l y 1, 198 1 

July 2, 1981 

J u ly 4., .1981 

July 8 , 1981 

July 9 , 1981 

July 11 , 1981 

July 16 , 198 1 

City of Niagax:a Falls application far federal 
m::iney to help renovate the LOve Canal area, 
under HUD's c<:mrunity developrent program, . 
was -denied, (See Apr il 15 , 198:1 entcy) . 

ETF Board members and staff attended the closing 
•celebration• serv i ce at Wesley United Methodist 
Church. Wesley members •cele bz·ated• the past 
opportunity of the i r min i stry and the on- going 
ministry of t he i r members as they join other 
churches in the area , (See June 12, 1981 entry), 

The ETF filed a joint Amici .Curiae brief with 
Pollution Probe of Toronto, Ontario and Operati on 
Clean-Niagara, with Federal Judge John T. curtin, 
stating the proposed settlement agreement for 
Hyde Park Landfill is fundamentally defective 
and unable to accomplish its intended purpose 
of providing . pro t ection for human health and 
environment. (See Maz:ch 6 , 1981 entry). 

The State Depax:ment of Environnental cooservatioo 
applied for a $1 millicn grant frcrn the u.s. 
EPA. to b.lild a pilot plant, possibly on the 
Niagara .. Frootier:, to treat wastes fran . Love canal, . 

Three citizen representatives er. the LOve Canal 
Area Revitalization ~ency _pr .otest rrove by Richard 
Morris into Love Canal hoose, They contend 
Marris sholld have waited ,.unti l EPA .test .results 
were mcde ?,lblic , 

LOcal industry accidently discharges large 
quantities of Phenol into the .. Niagai::a . River. 

ETF issues press release stating its support of 
the position that ne i ther the LCARA agency 
director nor anyone else should move i nto the 
Love Canal neighborh ood until scientific and 
technical evidence i ndicates such a move does 
not jeopardize hea lt h , safety or welfare of 
individuals, 

Resu l ts of DB: testing at LaSalle Senior High 
Schoo l shows no part icular problem (see December 
4, 1980 entry). 

The EPA annoonced it will spend $4 million in 
"SuperfWld" m:ney far a major se"-1:r and cree k 
cleanup project at Love Canal. 
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July 16, 1981 Members of ETF Execu ti ve Board attend meeting at 
John 's Hotel Niagara held by New York state 
Attorne y Genera l ' s office relative to negotiation 
proceedings betwee11 the United States of Amez:ic:a-­
and the State of New York against Hooker Chemicals 
& Plastics Corp., Hooker ChemJ.'.:al Corporation, 
Occidental Petr oleum Invest:.ment corporation, 
Occidental Pet ro le um Corporat i on,, and the City of 
Niagara Falls , New York , dealing with the 
S-Area Landt i l l . Marsha Clev eland of the Attorney 
General's of fi ce sta t ed that, ~Weste rn New York is , 
designated as a sacr ifi ce area for corporate 
health". 

July 17, 1981 CEX:OS Internationa l Inc . given permission by DOC 
to proceed with constructioo of two new landfi l l 
sites for toxic chemical wastes at its 100-acr e 
Tc»ll'l of Niagara s ite, (See Mar.ch .20, .1981 entry) . 

July 21 , 1981 ETF p la yed host t o 12 coll ege students and 3 
professors from St. Lawrence University in Canton,N,Y . 
Five former Love cana l res i dents assisted 
Sr. Hargeen i n .re l at ing the Love can al events. 

July 25, :1981 Sister Margeen presented statement at OSHA/ 
Clean Air Coaliti on press conferen ce at Tifft Farms 
suppor ting Clean Ai r Act. 

. 
July 28, 1981 In response to Amic i Brief of ETF (see Ju ly l,1981 

en try), - & Pl as ti cs Corporation Hooker Chemi cals 
stated in a Brief til ed with Judge Curtin : "That 
plan cannot be taken ser iously, and Hooker will 
not be voluntar ily associ ated wi th any remedial 
effor t which i nc J.udes such a plan • • 

August s, 1981 ~Gazette_ article quotes Mayor O'Laugh],in, 
. of fll.le Canal Area Revitalization Pqency, 

as saying !CARA can no lcnger wait for the federal 
goverrurent to release it s long'."rlelayed .report en 
envirmrental. cond i ti.cns in the -LOve Canal. area .and 
wi l l l:egin its renewal .planning this m::nth. 
Mr. o • Laughlin .sa Id he envisicns the LOve Canal 
area eventually returning to .i ts previrus status, 
a generally res i dent .ial area ccnsisting . mainly 
of single-family hcries. 

August 6, 1981 Federal Judge John CUrtj n annQlneed his decis ion 
to schedule a public rearing to air too terms of a 
proposed se ttlerrent :Lri too Hyde Park Landfill 
lawsuits. 
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August 6 , 1981 The state University of Buffalo Medical School 
sought $1 million fran the federal goverrurent to 
maintain a long-term wa~h an the health of 
Love canal residents, rut it disclosed today .that 
the bid was rejected . 

EPA representatives, Kenneth Stoeller and Dr , 
John Deegan, anncmiced at cihl.Ove Canal Area 
Revjtalizatian Agency m=eting that a $4 millicn 
.SUperf.und- spcnso.red clean-up of sanitary and 
storm sewers, Black Creek and .Ber.gholtz Creek , 
in the Love Canal area will begin in the spring 
of 1982 , The entire program will take two to 
three years to CCl!lplete. (See July 16, 1981 
entry). 

August 8 , 1981 ~ !32zette reparted that exc:avaticn inside 
a b.Lilding at TAM .Ceramics , Inc . has . led to the 
discovery of chemical rnigraticn £ran Hyde Park 
Landfill to the north. Robert Matthews, City 
Utilities Director , theorized that wastes fran 
the . landfill were enter.ing .. the . city se1-.ers throogh . 
the TAM se1>er system . 

August 23-2 5 , 1981 Sister Margeen participated in the North Smithtield 
Ecology Festival in North Smithtield, Rhode Island, 

ETF Executive Board votes to assume Intervenor 
Status in the S-Area suit, 

August 29 , 198 1 DEX:: annrunced that faced with legislative and federal 
aid cutbacks it has scrapped its program to clean . up 
scares of abandcned toxic waste sites in Erie 
and Niagara counties , Dropping . of the hazardous ­
waste program cares at a tine when the state has 
identified 150 sites within 3 miles of the 
Niagara River':'~lhich potentially cculd be contril:ut:ing 
to toxic contamination of the international waterway. 

September 3, 1981 Ms. Ann Druck and Mr. Vincent Scherber, students 
in the Niagara University School of social Work, 
began their field placement with ETF, 

September 4 ,. 1981 Niag ara Gazette reports seven tais of f ormaldehyde 
was accidently discl;lar9'ed into the Niagara River 
by an . area .industry ,' Formaldehyde, usually sold in 
liquid form blended with rrethanol - is ccnsidered 
a "nn'lerately dangerO.IS" fungicide . tha t.. is suspected 
carcinegenic accard.in;J to industr.y .experts. 

September 8 , 1981 BTF accepted with pleasure, Father Joseph Levesque, 
Dean of Studies at Niagara University, as an at - l arge 
member of the ETF Executive Board. 
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sept.ember 9, 1981 Hearings ccmrenced in Federal court oo the 

September 15, 1981 

prq:,osed agreenent l::eb.een the U.S . Justice 
Departnent and Hooker Cremi.cals and Plastics Carp. , 
relative to Hyde Park Landfill/Bloody &in 
(See August 6, 1981 entry) • 

As 1-.e go to press: 

The hearings on the . proposed set t lemmt agreenent 
bet¼een U.S .. Justice Departnent and Hooker 
Chemicals and Plastic Corparatioo will continue 
Octol::er 1,2,5 and 6th .r,1 in U.S . District court 
before Judge Curtin. 

The EPA test resul t s in the Love canal area are 
still not available . 

"In adopting SEQR (State Environmental Quality Review Act), 

it was the Legislature's intention .. that all agencies conduct their . 
affairs with an awareness that . they are .stewards of the air, water, 

land, and living resources, and that they have an obligation to 

protect the environment for the use and enjoyment of this and 

all future generations." 

Part . 617, Adopted Sept . I, 1978 

SEQR Amendment, Dec, 12, 1978 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

- 65-



So if we sell our land, 
love it as we've loved it. 
Care for it as we've cared for it. 
Hold in your mind 

the memory of the land as it is when IJOII take it­
And with all your strength, with all your.air.a, 

with all your heart:, preserve it for ~ children 
and love it---as God loves us all. 

Chief Seattle -1854 

At a tribal assembly 
in western Washington 
where Indian and govern..--,at~· 
representatives were preparing 
to sign land treaties. 



CHRONOL.OGY OF EVENTS - PART III 

Events integral to tne problems of chemical and 
nazaroous wastes in the Ecumenical TasK Force 
service a>"ea ana tne ETF• s respor-,se are 
nignlignteo in tne followir,g cnronology. "A 
History of Disaster - Cnronc ,logy of Events" from 
1836 to Septemcer 15, 1981 is summarizeo ir-, ,;ne 
198~ gno 1981 Pr2gress Regorts of the ETF. 

Septemcer 17, 1981 

Seoter,,oer 21, 1981 

Sept ernber 23, 1 981 

Sept ember 27, 1981-
September 29, 1981 

Se0tem0er 2':!, 1 ':181 

Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanna gave a 
presentation to the Contemporary 
Environmental Issues class at Niagara 
County Community College. 

Tne federal government announced it will 
cono~tct a 1 in1i tea st ~tdy of D>"esent and 
former L.ove Canal reside..-,ts ii", an effort 
t .o determine whether the landfill had an 
adverse effect or-, the resideY,ts' nealth. 
Buoget cutbacks prohibit the much ,~ore 
comprehensive st~1dy promised 18 rnonths 
ago. 

Five students from Sweden visited the ETF 
office for orientation and discussion of 
the hazardous and toxic chemical 
environmental problems on the Niagara 
Frontier. 

ETF sponsored a National Consultation, 
"Perspectives On A Long-Term Disaster." 
Attendees were national 
Judicatory/Diocesan personnel. 

The Love Canal area Revitalization Agency 
(LCARA> named siK members of a proposed 
12 - member advisory committee that will 
recommend what improvements should be 
made to the Love Canal neighborhood if the 
area is determined to be safe. 



October S, 1981 E. Grant 
0mi~i at 
Anderson, 
chemicals 

Anderson presented testimony for 
Hyde Park hearings. Mr. 

a hydrogaologist, stated that 
from the landfill had leaked 

through 
2,000 
Niagara 
witnesses 
attorneys, 
evidence 
wall. 

the gorge wall (approKimately 
feet from the landfill) into the 

River. This conflicts with other 
presen~ed by stat• and federal 

who insisted there was no 
of contamination along the gorge 

Oct Ober 6, I 981 F ir ,al 
Hearings 

cay 
. 

of testimony in the Hyde Park 

Octooer 12, 1981 New York Puolic Interest Research Group 
<NYPIRG) released a repo,:-t entitled "The 
Ravaged River" in which it charged that 
state and federal agencies are permitting 
industries and municipalities to dump 500 
mill io n gallons of toxic chemicals in t o 
tne Niagara River daily, posing a ''serious 
threat to public health.'' 

Oct ober 16, 1981 ETF Attorney, 
Judge Curtin 
and Plastic 
Park landfill 

Barbara Morrison, patitionltd 
to force the Hooker Chemical 

Corp. to trial in the Hyde 
case even if it means five 

or siK 
contended 
it stands 

years of litigation. 
that the settlement 

would free Hooker 

Morrison 
agreement as 
from future 

suit in 
not reach 
entering 
the rock 

return for a cleanup that would 
the dangerous toxic■ that are 

the Niagara River 150 feet bttlow 
strata where Hooker can end it ■ 

tests. 

State 
begin 
Niagara 
landfi 

and Federal attorneys promised to 
an immediate testing program in the 

River gorge below the Hyde Park 
11. (See February 28, 1982 entry. > 

March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation 
has 
studies 
disasters 

issued 
of 

suggested 
health problems 
like those at 

guidelines 
associated 

Love Canal. 

for 
with 

The 
book is dedicated 
and present, of 
State," and is 
ije:;;, ln Vein,_ 

to " the 
the Lo ve 

entitled, 

residents , pa s t 
Canal of New York 
b!::~t Y:2!:! Itlin~ !! 

October 21, 1381 Sistar 
Niagara 
Seminar. 

Margeen 
University 

gava a presenttion 
School of Social 

at a 
Work 



October 27, 1981 

Octooer 28, 1981 

Nc•vernber 9, 1981 

November 10, 1981 

Novernber 11 , 1981 

Novart1t>eY" 1 7, 1981 

November 19, 1981 

November 20, 1981 

November 30, 1981 

Center» for Disease Co,-,trol in Atlanta 
announced it will conduct a $400,000 study 
on a small number of Love Canal resident» 
and former residents to see if exposure to 
chemicals can be linked to genetic damage. 

Two employees of New York Telephone filed 
grievances when they refu»ed to work at 
Love Canal. Both employees stated they 
~ot headaches, their eyes became irritated 
and they developed rashes while working in 
the eight-foot-deep trench immediate l y 
outside the fenced-in port ior, of Love 
Canal between 97th. and 99th. Street» 
along F'r·ontier Avenue. 

~i2Q2C2 §2~~!!~ revealed that the 
cMecutive Director of the Love Canal Area 
Revitalization Agency signed a legal 
document which removes the right of the 
Morris Family to sue the agency for any 
health problems or property loss "which 
may arise because of chernical 
contamination." 

ETF EMecutive Board and Staff participated 
in a full day planning session to develop 
goal• and obJectives for 1982. 

The first progress report on the review of 
available Love Canal docUMents by the ETF 9 

under terms of their contract with the 
Love Canal Area Revitalization Agency, was 
pre11ented to meabers of LCARA. 

Sister l'largeen gave presentation to 
Southshore Rotary Club, Blasdell, N.Y. 

Rev. ' James Brewster, Sister l'largeen, and 
Barbara Hanna gave a presentation to the 
Board of Buffalo Area Metropolitan 
Ministries <BAMM>. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
plans to construct an impermeable concrete 
wall around the Love Canal. 

ETF EMecutive Board accepted the 
resignation of Elizabeth Watts as 
Executive Secretary. Elizabeth and her 
husband, Admiral, will take up r-idence 
in Reynoldsburg, Ohio. 



Dec ember 12, 1981 

December 2, 1981 

December 3, 1981 

December 6, 1981 

It was disclosed today that David Twed ell, 
EPA witness, testifying on hydrogeology 
and the effects of gr ou nd-water flo w, 
mi s represe n ted his a c adem ic cr editials to 
the court in the Hyde Park hearings. In 
an affidav i t subrnitted to the court, 
Twedell stat ed he had a Bac h e lo r of 
Sc i ence degree and Doct ora l degree iY, 
geology frorn the ur-,iversity of Houston ir 1 
Cl ear ~a~e, Te ~as ; whe re as o fficial 
record s of th e Uni vers i ty indicate that he 
received a Bachelor o f Arts degree in 
physical scier,ce ol"lly. 

Atto,... neys f or the De partrnent of Just ice 
and the EPA requested that tne testimony 
of David Twedell be withdrawn from 
cor>s ideration becau se "Twedell's testimony 
was not essential to approval of the 
agreem e l"lt. " ETF attorney, Barbara 
Morrison, obJected to the motior> •inc• 
Twedell was the only witness on 
hydr.-ogeology for the government. 

Brown Joined the staff of ETF as Patricia 
EMecutiv• Secretary. 

6. Thomas Martin read an ETF EMecutive 
Board statement at the opening of SCA 
public hearings in Youngstown, N.Y. 

The Rev. Guy Peek, Sister Margeen, and 
Barbara Hanna met with the funding 
c.,....ittee of the Episcopal Ventures In 
Faith fund at the Diocesan House in 
Buffalo, N.Y. As a result of the meeting, 
Ventures in Faith granted $6 1 900 in 
support of ETF endeavors. 

t2~ci@C E~QC@~~ reported that David 
Twedell, a govern mental witness under 
federal investigation f or allegcedly 
falsi f ying his a c ademic cr edentials is 
the same man who supervised the 
inst all ation of 20 to 30 percent of the 
environmental monito rin g wells at Lo ve 
Cal"lal. 

Students from a Norwegian Folk School 
vi•ited the ETF office. They stayed i n 
th• area for approMimately two week• and 
visited ETF several times as they sought 
data on the hazardous and toMic Chemical 
environmental problems of the area. 



December 22, 1981 Ni~g~~~ G~~ette reported that Mirex has 
been detected in dust collected at the 
Tam Ceramics Inc. building adJacent to 
the Hyde Park landfill. Also, Tam has 
been required to carefully monitor and 
c·lean its sewer lines because the system 
has been infiltrated by migrating Hooker 
chemicals. Those chemicals cannot be 
properly treated at the city's ailing 
sewage treatment plant. 

Sister Marg••n gave a presentation to 
IMMaculata High School students in 
H-burg, New York. 

January 13, 1982 Mrs. Terri Mudd, Sister Margeen, Barbara 
Hanna, and Pat Brown gave a presentation 
to the St. Catherines Diocesan Council of 
the Catholic Wo••n•s L•ague of Canada at 
St. Thomas More Roman Catholic Church in 
Niagara Falls, Ontario. 

January ee, 1982 Rev. James Brewster, Father Jack Ki•ffer, 
and Sist•r Margeen -t with Mayor 
□•Laughlin, Chairman of the Love C.anal 
Area Revitalization Agency, to discuss 
ti-frame• and procadur- for evaluation 
of EPA Love Canal Environmental Monitoring 
Study when it is released. 

January 29, 1982 Attorney General Abrams today filed a $200 
million suit against Hookerd Chemical and 
Plastics Corp. charging "that the 
mishandling of toxic chemicals at the 
Buffalo Avenue chemical plant has 
contaminated the Niagara River." 

February 17, 1982 Lois Gibbs movie aired in our ara.a. 1 

entitled: "Lois Gibbs and -the Love 
Canal"• 

February 18, 1982 Sister Margeen, Barbara Hanna, and Vince 
Scherber gave a presentation at Niagara 
County Community College. 

February ea, 1982 U.S. Justice Department confirmed the 
presence of chemical contamination in the 
Niagara River gorge below the Hyde Park 
landfill. Testing was done on October 16, 
1981 as promised during the hearings in 
federal court before Judge Curtin. 
Contamination was al~o detected 7,000 feet 
north of the landfill. 



March 1, 1982 Ni@g@~@ ~@~ette r ep o rts that New Yor~ 
State attorneys have agreed to oegin 
negotiations aimed at settling the S-Area 
$200 million su i t filed January 2 9, 1981 
aga i nst the Hooker Chemicals and Plastics 
Cc,rp. 

Maren 2, 1982 "Team Building" retreat was held b;y ETF 
Board and Staff at Stella Niagara . 

Maren 18, 1982 General Task Force meeting was held at ETF 
office. 

Maren 30, 1982 U.S. District Judge J ohn T. Curtin 
appr oved the cleanup plan for the Hyde 
Park landf i 11. 

April 13, 1982 Barbara Hanna, Pat Brown, and Roger Cook 
gave a presentation to St. Paul's Chippawa 
United Church women in Niagara Falls, 
Ont. 

April 20, 1982 Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanna attended 
workshop in Cleveland, Ohio sponsored by 
Great Lakes Tomorrow. 

April 21, 1982 Sister Margeen, Barbara Hanna, and Pat 
Brown gave presentation to class fr0111 
Niagara County COfllmunity College at 
Loc:kport Senior High School. 

April 22, 1982 ETF received a telephone call from Mrs. 
Colleen Zybala requesting help for the 
citizens living near the Hooker Durez 
plant in North Tonawanda. DioKin had b-n 
discovered in a storm sewer Just outside 
the plant property and is suspected to be 
leaching from the plant site. Mrs. Zybala 
also reported a March 1982 chlorobenzena 
spill in the area. 



April 23, 1982 

Apr il 28, 1982 

May 1, 1982 

l'lay 6, 1982 

May 8, 1982 

Sister Margeen, Barbara Hanna, and Vincent 
Scherber of . ETF visited the Zybala home 
and met with several residents and Mayor 
Betty Hoffman of North Tonawanda. ETF 
offered to the groups1 organizing 
assistance, help with sampling and/or 
technical advice, legal advice if the 
citizens wanted to invite the ETF attorney 
to help them, clergy presence and a place 
to meet in a church in the North Tonawanda 
area, and clergy and other professional 
counseling when needed. 

An .vening Meeting was held with concerned 
residents of North Tonawanda, Sister 
Margettn, Barbara Hanna, Rev. Dr. James 
Brewster, President of ETF Board of 
Directors, and ETF attorney Barbara 
Morrison. As a result of this Meeting, 
the residents formed the Durez Area 
Residents As s ociation (DARA> and planned 
to set up a temporary office at the ETF 
facility. 

ETF Board Members and Staff participated 
• in Western New York Conference American 

Lutheran Church DSMA at Stella Niagara. 

ETF Board and gave 
presenta.tion a.t American Lutheran Church 
convention a.t the Nia.ga.ra Fa.lls 
Internationa.l Convention Center. 

Hooker agrees to purchase the nine homes 
surrounding the Hyde Park landfill. 
Purchase offers will be made within 120 
days and property owners wi ll have 60 days 
to decide on the offer, with the c losing 
to ta.ke place within 90 days after 
acceptance. Hooker said the purchase offer 
-plus 10 percent for contingencies" would 
be based on a Fair Market Value to be 
established by independent appraisers. The 
company said there would be no reduction 
in values simply because the homes are 
near the landfill. 

ETF Board Members and Staff attended a 
public forum, arranged by the Durez Area 
Residents Association, with Federal, 
Sta.te, and local officials on what h­
been and will be done to remedy the 
potential danger to the safety a.nd hea.lth 
of the Durez area of North Tonawanda. 



May 21, 1982 

Play 26, 1982 

J.ine 7, 1982 

June 17, 1982 

Hooker (Durez) refused to sign a consent 
order for testing with New York State 
because they felt that a stipulation 
inserted by Health Commissioner Axelrod 
was "premature and unwarranted". Th.at 
stipulation would have required Hooker to 
engage a consultant to prepare a plan to 
collect informatior,. that would identi°fy 
any possible exposure, ris ks of health 
effects resulting from off-site migration 
of cnemicals. 

DEC Comm i ss i or,er Flacke ordered an 
enforcement hearing to compel Hooker to 
sign the consent oraer. 

Hooker contended that dioxin found in 
storm sewers did not come from Hooker 
Durez waste dumps but from flyasti storage 
sites. 

Sister Margeen addressed the St. 
Catharines Diocesan Council, the Catholic 
Wo•en•s League of Canada, in Niagara 
Falls, Ontario, Canada. 

Rev. Richard Donoughu• made presentation 
at Lutheran Church of America Convention, 
C.z.anovia, N. Y. 

Antioch College students from Ohio visited 
ETF office. 

The first of 227 Love Canal homes is 
demolished. · The bulldozers piled the 
debris in its basement and then the hole 
was covered with a clay cap • 

. 
Sister Marg-n and Barbara Hann.a gave 
pres•ntation to 5th. grade students at 
Errick Road School, Town of Wheatfield, 
New York. 



JuY,e 21, 1982 

J,., ly 9, 1982 

July 12, 1982 

Nine families near the Hyde Park landfill 
received an offer for appraisal and 
purchase of their homes from Hooker 
Chemicals and Plastics Corp. In their 
letter, Hooker stated, "The (purchase) 
offer will provide, if accepted, that you 
release any claims against Hooker for any 
property loss or damage relating to the 
Hyae Park lanofill.' ' 

Nine Sisters of St. Francis fro111 
Rochester. Minnesota, visited the ETF 
office. 

The DEC found dioxin at levels of 71 parts 
per tril l ion in a storm sewer on Wilson 
Ave. north of the Durez plant site. DEC 
was surprised to find dioxin north, since 
it believed water flowed in a southerly 
direction from plant property. Hooker 
contended the DEC consultant's dioxin 
analysis had been done improper l y. 

A total of eight workers involved in the 
cleanup of the Love Canal suffered skin 
oisorders, according to an internal State 
Health Department document obtaiY,ed by the 
~i~.!ils!!:s! G~zett~L 

New York State Attorney General Robert 
Abrams revealed state test results of two 
now vacant Love Canal homes (inner ring>. 
These tests revealed the first documented 
proof that dioxin had migrated into canal 
area homes. Dioxin was detected at 17.2 
parts per million. In addition to dioxin, 
scientists discovered other dangerous 
chemicals, including C- 56, lindane and , 
trichlorophenol in soil and water samples 
collected throughout the neighborhood. 



July 14, 1982 EPA report on Love Canal released . The 

July 28, 1982 

August 18 , 1982 

SeptemDer 15, 1982 

report concluded : 

Habi tabi l i t:t : Most of the Love Canal 
neighborhood beyond the first two ring s of 
homes is free of significant contamination 
and can be revitalized with little fear 
for safety of residents . 

g~!~n! gf ~igr~!i2ni Test confirmed high 
cioxin levels in inner r i ng homes on 97th. 
and 99th. Street s , but there is no 
contamination in outer ring area . 

gff~~!i~~ngee gf Bgmggi~l gffgr!ei The 
1978-79 remedial program to seal the durnp 
with clay cap and trap leaking chemicals 
in a orainage system has effectively 
stopped chemical migration. 

E~!~r~ R~m~gi~l ~gr~~ The EPA has 
announced plans to clean area sewers and 
the Black and Bergholtz Creeks a s 
recommended in the report to ensure 
safety . Federal "superfund" money will be 
used for the cleanup. 

St. LaNrence University students visi ted 
ETF office. 

The EPA noted Ourez is among 1 of 15 maJor 
discha rg ers along the Niagara River and 
t~at Ourez discharges are above acceptable 
levels. The EPA is assisting the New York 
State DEC in developing permits to control 
liquid discharges. 

ETF made a presentation to the Love Canal 
Area Revitalizati o n Agency calling for 
110re independent sc:ient 1 fie: review of the 
EPA report and requ-ted th e agency to 
open public hearings and acknowledge 
clearly its responsibility. Short of 
that, the ETF announced it had no other 
r ecourse but to advise church members in 
Western New York not to move into the 
Love Canal area. 

Charging that the Love Canal Area 
Revitalization Agency Board had be en 
il l egally reorganized to prevent citizens • 
representatives from obJecting to 
policies, William Waggoner resigned fro,n 
the Board. 



SeptemDer 16, 1982 

Se0tem0er 30, 1982 

OctoDer 4, 1982 

Oct 01:>er 7, 1982 

Octooer 16, 1982 

Octol:ler 17, 1982 

Octo0er 20, 1982 

The Niagara Falls Board of Education voted 
to deny the . state permission to demolish 
the 99th. Street School. ~i~g~c~ 

G~~~!!~ reports that according to a 
resolution passed by the Board of 
Education, "the Board cannot Justify 
granting permission to demolish the school 
without adequate compensation." 

It was announced that the NYS Attorney 
General plans to file a multimillion ­
dollar lawsuit against Hooker Chernicals 
and Plastics Corporation to force a toKic 
chemical cleanup and containment proJect 
at its Durez Division plant. 

Sister l'l&rg-n talked to Governor Carey's 
aide, Henry Williams, to inquire about 
carey•s position on the Durez situation. 
Mr. Williams indicated he was un.ware of 
any problems at Durez. 

New York State Attorney General Robert 
Abrams told Governor Carey today that the 
state should not adopt a policy 
encouraging "revitalization" of the Love 
Canal area, for fear of contributing to a 
"second Love Canal at Love Canal." 

first phase of work under the Hyde 
Settlement Agreement commenced. 

Dr. James Dunlop blames remedial activity 
at the Hyde Park landfill as cause of 14-
year-old girl's medical problems. In a 
letter to Attorney Lewis Steel, Dr. Dunlop 
stated, "It appears to me that <her> 
symtoms are caused by chemical fumes 
emanating from the Hyde Park landfill.• 

Colleen Zybala of DARA and an ETF Board 
Me•ber Roger Cook spoke at New York 
State Sociological Association meetings 
on the Durez situation. 

Attorney Lewis Steele requests the State 
Health Department to begin air monitoring 
in the area of 'the Hyde Park landfill 
immediately because of reported resident 
health problems. 

Sister Margeen, Barbara Hanna, and Pat 
Brown attend Conference on Health Hazards 
of Synthetics in Albany, N. Y. 



October 22, 1982 

Octc•ber 25, 1982 

October 28, 1982 

October 29, 1982 

November 3, 1982 

November 6, 1982 

Colleen Zybala of DARA and •n ETF Board 
Member spoke briefly to Dr. Barry Commoner 
about the Durez problem, in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada. 

The DEC and DOH held a meeting in Buffalo 
with Durez Area Residents. A number of 
resiaents had cornplained that strong, 
often irritating, odors <attributed to the 
Durez f ac i l it y > were frequently preser ,t in 
the neighborhood, especially early in the 
mornir,g. State officials said they would 
try to make air monitoring tubes 
available. 

As reported in the Ni~g~c~ ~~~~tt~L 
New York State has acquired a temporary 
land easement which allows access to the 
area of the Love Canal where the 99th. 
Street School is located, so workers can 
eKecute a chemical cleanup plan. The 
cleanup includes demolition of the 
scnool. 

Sist•r Margeen gave presentation to 
Episcopal Convention, St. Paul's 
Cathedral, Buffalo. 

The Love Canal Area Revitalizaiton Agency 
voted to ask the City Housing Authority 
and the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development to rehabilitate the 
LaSalle Development housing area. Mayor 
O'Laughlin, Chairman of the Agency, 
estimated the co s t would be approKimately 
$2 million to renovate the housing units 
which have been vacant for about two 
years. 

Sister Margeen, Rev. Brewster, and Roger 
Cook gave presentation and bus tour to 
United Church of Christ Board for HoMeland 
Ministries. 



NovemD<>r 11, 1982 About 25 Durez residents and ETF members 

NovernDer 

November 

November 

attended a meeting with Niagara County 
health officials. Residents were given 
Jars of phenol and formaldehyde to sMRll 
in order to be able to pinpoint odors 
they had been detecting in the 
neighborhood. A health official stated 
that the real problems in the neighborhood 
occurred in past years when air was highly 
contaminated and those problems would be 
manifested in the future (especially in 
children). He also indicated that the 
Niagara County Health Department ceased 
monitoring ambient air in the area in 1989 
(due to lack of funds) even though DEC 
found evidence of highly toxic and 
carcinogenic chemical stack emissions fro• 
Durez in 1978 and 1979. 

The United Church of Christ Board of 
Homeland Ministries urged all religious 
groups to Join them in urging the State to 
conduct full and complete hearings on 
habitability of Love Canal. 

14, 1982 Mr. Karl Sturtevant, a 64 year old Love 
Canal resident and retired engineer, has 
been appointed to fill the vacar,cy created 
by William Waggoner on the Love Canal Area 
Revitalization Agency. 

15, 1982 Residents of Deuro Drive and Mueller Court 
immedia-tely adJacent to the Love Canal 
Declaration Area were awarded a 25" 
reduction in 1982 tax assessments. 

17, 1982 DARA members and their attorney met with 
Attorney General Robert Abrams who stated 
his office was giving full attention to 
the Durez case. 

Hooker officials held a meeting with Durez 
resid.nts, ETF ■embers, .and local 
officials, at which they denied .any 
responsibility for dioxin found off site 
of plant property. Company officials 
MOuld not indicate how much dioxin is on 
site (it'• part of the public record•) and 
critized the attorney General for taking 
an adversarial position. 



Novernber 18, 1982 Sister Margeen, Barbara Hanna, and Pat 
Brown gave presentation to St. Peter's 
Home and School A11sociation, L-iston 1 N­
York, on Lake Ontario Ordinance Work• 
site. 

Novernber 27, 1982 Federal Judge John T. Curtin ruled that 
Hooker Chemicals and Plastics Corp. may 
continue to drill wells to trace ~ossible 
leaks from the Hyde Park landfill wit hou t 
starting air tests for toki e releases. 

an Decernber 7, 1982 Colleen Zybala of DARA and ETF 
representative met with Mr. Walter Hang 
from NYPIRG <New York Public Interest 
Research Group). 

December 16, 1982 Byffsl2 tlg!:!§ reports that State Attorr,ey 
General Robert Abrams has advised the Love 
Canal Area Revitalization Agency to 
conduct public hearings and a full study 
of the environmental impact of resettling 
homes around Love Canal. 

Ecumencial Task Force also called for an 
independent peer review of data and 
conclusions of the EPA Love Canal report 
and public he _arings to be held in Niagara 
Falls. 

Heights Homeowners Association Decernber 20, 1982 College 
filed a motion in Federal Court to force 
Hooker to purchase their properties 
without restrictions on further legal 
action. <See June 21, 1982 entry.> 

December 21, 1982 Maurice D. Hinchey, Chairman of the New 
York State Assembly Environmental 
Conservation Committee announced he will 
conduct hearings on the Love Canal EPA 
report on February 17, 1983 • . 

January 3, 1983 Member• of the Ecu-nical Task Force, via 
special invitation, attended the 
inauguration of New York State Attorney 
General Robert Abrams. 



January 5, 1983 

January 11, 1983 

J aY,uary 1 S, 1983 

January 2G, 1983 

February 17,1983 

Byff~!Q ~K~z reports that Senators 
Alfonse D'Amato and Daniel Patrick 
Noynihan have requested the Office of 
Technology Assessment to comment on the 
validity of earlier administration reports 
on the habitability issue of Love Canal. 
The Senators also asked the Off i ce to 
determine whether remed i al work at Love 
Canal is beiY,g cone properly. This repor-t 
is eMpect ed to be released in May. 

ETF Board and Staff held an Evaluation Day 
to determine policy and obJectives for 
COClling year, at st. Paul's United Methodist 
Church, Niagara Falls. 

~.ii!9!!!:!! §a~~11~ r-eports discove~y of 
migrating undergr-ound chemicals 2,000 
feet south of the Hyde Par-k landfill. 

Officials of the State Health Department, 
the State Department of Environmental 
Conservation and the Federal Envir-onmental 
Protection Agency met a t Niagara 
University to discuss the cleanup proJect 
at the Hyde Park landfill with resident s 
and students. 

Maurice D. Hinchey, Chair-man of the 
Assembly Committee on Environmental 
Conservation said the 400 vacant homes at 
Love Canal "should be condemmed and no one 
allowed to move back into the area". 

T-timony of Dr. Ri c hard Cook, ETF 
Scientific Advisory Board Member, 
countered that of Dr. Richart T. 0-ling, 
EPA Deputy Administrator. Dr. Dewling 
proposed that re_.ttlement of Love Canal 
could start i-ediately on a li•itlld 
basis, with the caution that work procead 
quickly on r-dial action and long-tern 
MOnitoring to ensure the health and -fety 
of' new residents. Or. Cook, an Associate 
Professor of Chemistry at Kalamazoo 
College, stated that a study of the EPA 
report convinced hi• that no conclusions 
about the long-tar• •igration of chemicals 
into the outer rings can be made on the 
basis of the study and that no conclusions 
can be drawn about health effects. 



February 22, 1983 Mr. David Lees, a reporter from Qy~~t 
!!!~9.i!li~.. Tcironto, Ontario, spent two 
days in the ETF office to gather 
information, speak with residents, and 
visit the sites. • 

February 24, 1983 Mr. Allen Levy, a reporter from St. 
Louis, Missouri, visited the ETF office 
to become acquainted with the Love Canal 
situation and compare it to the recently 
discovered site in Times Beach, Missouri. 

March 3, 1983 As a result of noxious vapors escaping 
from orilling well near the Hyoe Park 
~anOfill, the College Heights Homeowners 
Association again appealed for a full-
time air monitoring program. DEC 
officials said that studies indicate that 
•any odors that are present have 
oiminished within a reasonable oistance 
from the snow fence.• 

March 9, 1 983 ~illll§C~ !i§i~!!I' reports an unan imous 
oecis ion by Love Canal Area 
Revitalization Agency members to exteno 
the Oeadline for families living in the 
Love Canal Declaration Area, thus giving 
owner occupants until October 1, 1984 to 
make a decision whether or not to sell 
their home s to LCARA. 

March 11, 1983 ETF •-bers and DARA representatives met 
with the new •DEC Commissioner, Hanry 
Williams, to apprise him of the Durez 
situation and request his aid in coming 
to a solution. 

March 20, 1983 Rev. Norman Ti-rmann and Mrs. Therese 
Mudd, -•bers of ETF Board of Direc:tors, 
left today to spend two days in Times 
Beaeh, Missouri area to assess the 
situation · and to speak to the clergy of 
th• area about the possibility of forming 
their own ecumenical response. 

March 21, 1983 ETF, Pollution Probe and Operation CLEAN 
Niagara of Canada, petitioned Jointly to 
intervene in the federal-stat• suit 
against the Occidental Chemical Corp. and 
the City of Niagara Falls over the 
proposed settlement agr-ment for the 
clean up of the S-Area Landfill site. 



l'larcn 28 , 1983 Sister Margeen gave a present ation to the 
Department of Church and So ciety, United 
Church of Christ, Connecticut Conference 
in Har tford, Conn.cticut. 

April 11, 1983 Students 
Ontario at 
ETF office. 

from the 
London, 

Unive rs 
Ontario, 

ity of 
visit 

Wttstern 
ed the 

April 13, 1983 reports Ni.\l!9.i!!:i! lai!! ~tt~ 
Alfonse D'Amato ana 
Moynihan and Cor,gres s mar , 
ha ve asked the U.S. 

that Senators 
Daniel Patrick 
J ohn J. LaFalce 

Environmental 
Pr otecti on Agency to 
do cuments relating to the 
release o f a controversial 
Love Canal neighbor hood. 

release 
preparation 

stuay on 

all 
and 
the 

Apri 1 IS , 1983 Colleen 
moved 
taking 

Zybala of 
today from 
a substantial 

DARA and 
the Durez 

loss on 

her 
area 

their 

family 
after 

home . 

April 21 , 1983 Sister 
and 

Margeen, Roger cook, 
Barbara Hanna attended the 

Pat Brown, 
New York 

State Cou ncil 
Briefing/Legislative 
NaN York, where 
present at i ion. 

of Churches 
Seminar in 

Sister Margeen 

Impact 
Albany, 
gave a 

Apr il 23, 1983 Mrs. There,e Mudd and Mrs . 
a pr -•ntation at 
Information How To find", 
Pennsylvania. · 

Pat Brown gave 
"Environ•ental 

in Warren, 

April 30, 1983 The environmental Defense Fu nd of 
Washington, o.c. released a three-year 
study involvi ng 563 children living in 
the Declaration Area of Love Cana l during 
1980. This s tu dy revealed t hat the 
growth of children living in this area 
was stunted due t o exposure to toxic 
chemicals. Dr. Beverly Paigen, co-autho r 
of the study, says the study establishes 
a link between six commonly reported 
illn esses and where the cnild resided. 



~ay 17, 1983 

May 25, 1983 

June 3, 1 '383 

June 6, 1983 

June 7, 1983 

June 8, 1983 

The Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta, 
released a report stating, "Residents or 
former residents of Love Canal are no 
more likely to have chromosomal damage 
tnan other residents of Niagara Falls." 
Scientists reached tnis conclusion after 
comp~ring blood samples of 46 Love Canal 
residents with those taker, from 50 
people living ir, other areas of Niagara 
Falls. Tne results were not compared 
with residents in other parts of the 
country . 

State Attorney General Robert Abrams 
filed . a $30 million lawsuit against 
Occidental Chemical Corp. charging 
irresponsible chemical disposal practices 
at its Durez plant in North Tonawanda. 

Ecumenical Task Force received 501<c>3 
Federal Tax Exemption status from the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

Suprerne Court Justice Joseph P. Kuszynski 
dismissed 54 Love Canal lawsuits. 25 of 
the suits were dismissed because Love 
Canal residents moved from the area more 
tnan 3 years before the personal inJury 
claims were filed. 12 other wror,gful 
death claims were dismissed because the 
suits were not filed with a two-year time 
limit. 

Sister Margeen, Pat Brown, and Barbara 
Hanna gave a presentation to Lutheran 
Church In America Convention in 
c.azenovia, New York. 

The Love Canal Area Revitalization Agency 
voted to oppose proposed state 
legislation that would require a~other 
agency to certify the safety of the Love 
Canal area before any resettlement or 
other maJor rehabilitative move takes 
place. 

New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation demolished the 
S9tn. Street School in the Love Canal. 



.June 23, 1983 

.July 7, 1983 

.July 22, 1983 

A report released today oy a bipartisar, 
techn ic a l agency of Congress, Office of 
Te ch nology Ass e ssment, said the EPA 
report on Love Canal cannot be r e l ied 
upon t o Justify itnrnediate rehabi tatio n of 
the area. 

A bill to extend, th r oug h 1989, a 25 
percent property tax exe mption for 
homeowners living ~ear ~he Lo ve Canal was 
passed by t he State Se na te . 

"s• Jane Ressler, Attorney At Law, 
visited the ETF office from Cannonsburg, 
Pennsylvania. Ms. Ressler is 
representing the residents of Cannonsburg 
in lawsuits arising fro. a nuclear waste 
dwnp site. 

Sister Margeen and John Lynch appeared on 
9~ ~Y!!e12 television to respond to the 
report released by th• Office of 
Technology Ass1Ksment re the EPA Love 
!Anal report. 

Meabers of the ETF at its Annual Meeting 
voted unanimously to ask the N- York 
State legislature to enact a five year 
110ratoriu• on repopulation of the Love 
Canal neighborhood while addiltional 
studiRS are undertaken to find out 
whether the area is habitable. 

ETF sponsored a public infor111ation 
meeting on th• report by the Office of 
Technology Assessment on the EPA Love 
canal report. Dr. Joel s. Hirschhorn, 
chief author and proJ•ct director of th• 
Love Canal Case Study for the 
Congr-sional Office of Technology 
Ass--nt, addr .. sed the public and 
answered qu .. t ions. 

Sister "argean attended and gave a 
presentation at a Hazards Workshop, 
sponsored by the University of Colorado 
at Boulder, Co • 

Constru c tion of an und•rground 
containment wall around th• Love Canal 
was suspended today. Tests revealed 
chemicals had migrated past the proposed 
location of the wall. 



August 1, 1983 ETF moved into its new Nhom•N at St. Mary 
of the Cataract Rectory, 259 Fourth 
Str-t, Niagara Falls, N- York. 

August l 0 , l 983 Da v i d B. Twede ll , the government's expert 
geologist in tne Hyde Park la nd fill ·case , 
has been in~icted by a federal gr• nd 
Jur y on 14 counts of perJury and fraud 
f or allegedl y pos in g as a n expert 
"nydrologist''• <see December 1, 1981 
ent r y>. 

August .:5, 1983 Occid ental tests at the Hyde Park 
Landfill r eveal tnat cn ernicals in 
groundw ater have migrated southwest, 
northeast - toward the Ni ag ara River 
and east frorn the disposal site. 

September 6 , 1983 A four year s tudy Dy Dr. .John H. 
Cnristian, a professor of popula t io n 
oiology at th e State University of New 
York in Bi n ghamton r e veals, Field mice 
living near the Love Canal hav e reduced 
li fesp ans and snow s i gns of chemi cal 
poisonings. 

Septe mDer 9, 1983 Several memb•rs of th• ETF Board of 
Directors and Staff met with Mr. Charl,.. 
Caccia, Minist1tr of the Environment for 
Canada, to discuss th• toxic -•t• 
pollution probl•- along the Niagara River 
and Lak• Ontario. 

September 27, 1983 The United States Environmenta l Pro tection 
Agency admitted its 198 2 Love Canal repo r t 
was seriously flawed a nd has proposed 
doing a n • ntirely new habi t ability s tu dy . 
Dec i sions aDou t whether the homes are safe 
to live in will be delayed between 1.S 
and 4.5 more ye a r s under a proposal EPA 
nas made to state officials. 

Sist•r Margaen and Barbara Hanna visited 
Ti-• Beach, Misso uri as consultants to 
th• Ecum 1tnical Dioxin Response Task Forc:a 
in their response to th• victims of toxic 
wast• in that ar••• 



September 29, 1983 ETF Board Member, Sr. Joan Malone, 
o.S.F., debatad the head of the EPA 
Waste Management Division on ABC-TV's 
~QQQ ~2CDiDD 8~@C1Se on behalf of the 
victims of Love Canal. 

Seotemoer 30, 198 3 

October 10, 1983 

Octocer 12, 1983 

October 30, 1983 

November 1, 1983 

Or. 
the 

John Deegan Jr., former 
1982 Environmental 
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Protection 

of 

Agen cy 's Habitability 
had warr,ed top 
repeatedly of the 
mil lio n study. 

Study 
level EPA 
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revealed 
officials 
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he 

$8 

Sister fllarg-n spoke at a public 
information 111eeting on potential hazards 
at the Hyde Park Landfill, at the 
invitation of the College Heights 
Property Owners Association. 

Lawyers representing 1,345 people from 
Lov e Canal and the Occidental Petroleu,n 
Coporation have reached a tentative out­
of-court sett lement in suits over 
contamination. Occidental Petroleum 
Corporation has . agreed to pay $20 
million. Homeown e rs and other families 
sought a total of $15 billion. 

Occidental Petroleum Corporation said 
insurance carriers for the Niagara Fall s 
School Board, the City and Niagara 
County will pay a share of the proposed 
520 mi l lion out-of-court Love Canal 
settle111ent. 

The consulting firm of Malcolm Pirn ie Inc:. 
recom-nded to the Department of 
Environmenta l Conservation that $2.4 
milli on in remedial work be authorized to 
remove chemical contamination of Black and 
Bergh o ltz Creeks in the Lo ve Canal 
Emergency Decl ar ati on Area. 

Occidental Chemical Corp. requested 
permission from th e Town oF Niagara to 
build a temporary storage fac i lity at 
the Hyde Park dump to hold chemical 
wastes leaking from the »i t e. Town 
officials declined to act on the request 
until they are· given more information 
acout the proposed storage. 



November 16, 1983 

Decemoer a, 1983 

Decemoer 8, 1983 

December 9• 1983 

DecemDer 13, 1983 

Decembl!r 31, 1983 

ETF Board Members, Staff, and local 
citiz•ns t•stified at Joint public 
hearings conducted in Buffalo, N•w York 
by the Assembly Committee on Health and 
th• Assembly Cot11mittee on Environmental 
Con-servat ion. 

The United States Justice Department 
filed a lawsuit to recover $45 million in 
federal money sper,t to cl~an up Lovr 
Canal and relocate residents. Acting for 
the United States Environmental 
Protect ion Agency, goverr ,ml!nt attorneys 
also asked the court to hold Occidental 
Chemical Corporation liable for all 
future expenditures in containing toxic 
and hazardous wastes that have migrated 
from the canal area into nearby home&. 

Agreement is reached between attorneys 
for the U.S. government and Occidental 
Chemcial Corp. in clean-up plan for s­
Area landfi 11. Approval must ,..,ow be 
&ought from the City of Niagara Falls, 
the Statl! Departments of Health and 
Environmental Engineering and the 
Federal Environmental Protection Agency. 

The City Council of Niagara Falls 
unanimously approved the out-of-court 
settlement agreement of the S-Area 
lawsuit. 

A puDlic meeting was held at Love Canal 
to explain a new hazardous waste 
treatment process invented by Thomas 
Barton of Kingston, Ontario. Barton's 
system cal lt!d " plasm-a arc" uses 
electricity to destroy wastes at 
temperatures approaching 50,000 degrees 
Cel sius . The State Department of 
Environmental Conservatiion will use the 
process at Lov@ Canal if t@sts prov@ 
successful. 

~~ff ~!2 ~m~~ reports that toxic chemicals 
from the Hyde Park dump have permeated a 
square mile of underground soil and 
bedrock in Niagara Falls and Lewiston, 
according to records on file with the 
State Department of Environmental 
Cons•rvation. The eMaet threat posed by 
the underground migration remains 
unknown. according to officials. 



January 9, 1984 Former Envirorrrnental 
of~icial, Rjta Lavell 
six months in prison 
for lying to Congress. 

Protection Ager1ey 
e, wa~ sentenced to 
and fined $10,000. 

January 20, 1984 Results from th@ latest el'lvironrnental 
test i ng by Occioent!'l Chernical Corp. 
its Durez plant show "no health ri<»ii< 
the plant's neighbor» ar')d e-rnployees," 
company anr-Jounced. 

at 
to 

th@ 

January ~3, l~84 Congressrn&Y • John J. 
strong request to 
William D. Ruckelshaus 
approve a request 
purcnase the remaining 
Love Canal. 

LaFalce issued 
EPA Administrator 

demanding that 
for $4 million 

homes around 

a 

he 
to 

th& 

David B. Twedel l , who pleaded guilty to 
testifying with fraudulent credentials in 
the Hyde Park landfill e ase, is sentenced 
in U. S. District Court to a year in 
federal prison . (See August 10, 1983 
entry.> 

January 24, 1984 State enviro!'lmental officials stated that 
25 pareel'lt of the most ser iousl y 
contaminated toxic waste dump sites in 
the state are located in West@rn New 
York. Th e heaviest coneentratiol'l of 
sites in New York State is in Erie al'ld 
Niagara Counties, where 30 of the 144 
most polluted sites are located. State 
El'lvironmental CoMMissioner Hanry G. 
Williams said the 144 sites are 

0 considared to pose a signifieant• 
threat to h@alth or the @nvironment. 

The Environmental Facilities Corp. denied 
a request by Occidental Petroleum Corp. 
for $20 million in tax-fr•• bonds ~o 
finance the cleanup of the Hyde Park 
L.andfi 11. 

Si•ter Margaen is 
Public Radio 
Considered " regarding 
this area. 

intervi-ed 
program 

the toxic 

by 
•All 

Na•t• 

National 
Things 

sites in 



Feoruary 8, 1984 

Feoruary 9, 1984 

Feoruary 10, 1984 

Feoruary 14, 1984 

Feoruary 15, 1984 

Feoruary 17, 1984 

February 25, 1984 

February 27, 1984 

ByffglQ N~~~ reports that Occidental 
Chemical Corp. executive5 have been asked 
to explain a spill that dumped 100 
gallons of contaminated liquids at the 
site of its cleanup operation at the Hyde 
Park Landfill and to explain why it 
failed to report the incident in a timely 
manner. The spill occurred on January 
21, 1984. 

Several ETF Board Members and Sister 
Margeen testified at State Superfuncl 
Management Board hearings on "Inactive 
Hazardous Waste Remedial Plan". 

The Province of Ontario is granted 
intervenor status in. the proposed 
settlement of the S-Area lawsuit. 

The Love Canal Area Revitalization Agency 
voted to demolish 30 houses east of the 
canal in the third ring of the 
declaration area. 

Sister Margeen gave presentation at 
Western New York Council On Occupational 
Safety a~d Health. 

State Attorney General office demands 
more information on chemical 
contamination at the Occidental Chemical 
Corp. Ourez plant before the state will 
approve a cleanup plan for the site. 

Byffel2 ~~~a reports tnat federal and 
state officials have asked Occidental to 
drill more test wells to pinpoint the 
extent of migration outward from the Hyde 
Park Landfill and downward into bedrock 
layers deep beneath the dump. 

. 
The ·Niagara Falls City Council voted 
unanimously to accept a recommended 
settlement of Love Canal damage claims 
brought by residents. (See October 10th. 
and 12th. 1983 entries.) 



Maren 2, 1984 The S20 million Love Canal darnage 
settlernent, . whose terms have been kept 
secret unt i l today under a court order, 
will set aside up to Sl million for a 
lifetime medical trust for 1,336 Love 
Canal residents. The trust funds will be 
used to cover diagnosis and treatment of 
any latent but canal-related illnesses 
that occur during the lifetirne of those 
acceptir,g the out-of-court settlement. 

March 13, 1 '984 U.S. District Judge John T. Curtin denied 
ETF and its Joint applicants intervenor 
status in 'state and federal lawsuits 
against Occidental Chemical Corp. over 
the S-Area ctil!fllical dump. <See March 21, 
1983 entry.> 

March 14, l '984 State and federal officials, local 
resider ,ts and n1embers of the press 
accompanied eight scientists or, a bus 
tour of the Love Canal neighborhood. 
These scientists were selected by Health 
and Human Services and the State 
Department of Health to advise the 
Technical Review Committee on criteria 
and methods to be used in studying Love 
Canal data and permit the State 
Commissioner of Health to make a final 
determination on habitability of the 
canal area. 

Rev. Dr . James S.-ewster of the ETF Board 
of Director• gave presentation for the 
Department of Pediatrics, College of 
Medicine, Upstate Medical Center, 
Syracuse, N- York. 

March 20, 1'984 Town of Niagara · officials mat with 
representatives from Occidental Chemical 
Corp. and the State Department of 
Environmental Conservation to discuss 
temporary storage of chemical wastes from 
the Hyde Park Landfi 11. <Sea November 1, 
1983 entry.> 

March 21 1 1984 The State Oepartmant of Environmental 
Conservation has postponed the cleanup of 
chemical contamination in Black and 
Bergholtz creeks until 1'985. 



April 6-9, 1984 

Apr i l 11, 1984 

April 20 , 1984 

April 30, 198'+ 

May 1, 198'+ 

May 2, 1984 

ETF Staff attends second statewide -•ting of 
the Confereryce on the Health Hazards of 
Synthetics in Albany, New York. Sister 
Margeen & Mary Cahill addressed the ToMic 
Victims Coalition on the subJect of Com•unity 
Organizing. 

ETF, Pollution Proba and Operat ion CLEAN 
Niagara filed a Joint appeal of the 
ruling by U.S. District court Judge John 
T. Curtin denying intervenor status in 
t •he hearing that will determine whether 
the Judge will permit the proposed 
cleanup of the S-Area dump. 

The Occidental Chemical Corp . paid a S500 
fine - half the amount sought by the 
State Department of environmental 
Conseration to settle an unreported 
spill at the Hyde Park dump remedial 
cleanup site. <See February 8 , 198'+ 
e ntry . > 

Hearings began in u.s. District court , 
Buffalo, N.Y., on the settlement 
agreement for the proposed cleanup of the 
S-Arl!a dump. 

Th e Town of Niagara Board postponed 
action on Occidental Chemical Corp.•s 
request to install storage tanks at the 
Hyde Park landfill until questions of 
worker sa fety and emergency responses 
are resolved. <Sea March 20 , 1984 entry.> 

State Health Commissioner David AMelrod 
told Love Canal residents, former 
r.sidants and area taMpayers, that •a 
decision on habitability of the Love 
Canal area would be made before the end 
of the year . The habitability 
guidelines developed by a panel of 
scientists (see March 14th. 1984 entry > 
wou ld be applied one at a time to each 
house within the area. 

May 3, 198'+ Hearings concluded in U.S. Distr i ct 
Court, Buffalo, New York, on the 
settlement agreement for the proposed 
cl eanup of the S-Area dump, with final 
arguments to be made May 31, 198'+. 



. . ay ~ , ... "' · 0 '984 

i"lay 2 9, 1384 

Jur,e 12, 1984 

June 27, 1984 

Judge Joseph P. Kuszynski, State Supreme 
Court, began hearing claims by the first 
of 1,367 former and current residents of 
the Love Canal area. The process of 
evaluating all the claims is expected to 
cont ir,ue through the end of the year. 
(See March 2nd. 1_984 entry) 

ETF Annual Meeting held at St. Paul•~ 
United Methodist Church, Niagara Falls. 

Town of Niagara Board denied the request 
by Occidental Chemical Corp. to bring 
temporary storage tanks onto the Hyde 
Park Landfill site, on the grounds that 
the State and Federal environmental 
officials had not convinced the Board 
the tanks would safely contain highly 
to>eic chemicals from the dump. (See May 
1, 1 984 entry. l 

Dr. Richard ,. Dewling has been named 
acting regional administratior of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
~egion II office in New York City, 
succeeding Jacqueline E. Schafer. As 
aeputy administrator, Or. Dewling was 
choser, by Washington officials to oversee 
the $8 million Love Canal environmRntal 
study that led to an initial approval, 
later renounced, of the habitability of 
homes in the Love Canal. 

~i292~2 ~2~~tt~ reports that Occidental 
Chemical Corp. will apply for permission 
to burn toxic chemicals, including PCBs 
and dioxin, from the Hyde Park Landfill 
in the company's Buffalo Avenue plant 
incinerator, within two weeks. 
Occidental has a temporary permit from 
the Environmental Protection Agency to 
burn hazardous waste in its Niagara Plant 
incinerator, but is not authorized to 
incinerate the highly toxic Hyde Park 
chemicals. EPA recently notified 
Occidental that an incinerator would have 
to be capable of destroying 99.9999 
percent of PCBs and dioxin to burn Hyde 
Park wastes. 



July 4, 1984 The U.S. Department of Justice will ask 
federal Judg~ John T. Curtin to order the 
Town of Niagara to allow Occidental 
Chemical Corp. to bring temporary storage 
tanks onto its Hyde Park Landfill. <See 
June 12, 1984 entry.> 

July 18 1 1984 PlaY,s to bury 450 barrels of sludge 
cor,taining hign level s of dioxin ir,to the 
top of Love Canal commencir,g tomorrow 
were disclosed during a Love Canal 
Technical Review Coinmittee meeting as a 
result of citizen Questions. 

July 19~ 1984 The Ecumenical Task Force contacted DEC 
Co-ission■r Henry Williams r■garding the 
proposed burial of toxic sludge into the 
Love Canal proper. As a result, the 
Co-issioner stopped the burial until the 
public has a chance to comment on the 
procedure. 

July 25, l 984 ~~!!~lQ ~~~» reports that U.S. District 
Judge John T. Curtin was i nformed today 
that Occidental Chemical Corp. is storing 
leachate with 20,000 parts per billion of 
dioxin in the Hyde Park Landfill area. 

July 31 1 1984 Norman H. Nosenchuck, State Director of 
Solid and Hazardous Waste, announced 
during a public meeting regarding the 
burial of 450 drums of dioxin - laden 
sludge into Love Canal, that the burial 
has been indefinately postponed. Even 
with the announcement of the 
postponement, citizens lashed out at 
state and federal officials, accusing 
them of ignoring public concerns, hiding 
the drum-burial decision, misleading the 
residents and relying on out-of-date 
technology. Mr. Nosenchuck assured the 
public: No future Love Canal decision 
will be made without the full involvement 
of local citizens. 

August 1984 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 3 1 
Administrator William D. Ruckelshaus 
denied a request from Congressman John 
Lafalce for $4 million to buy vacant 
home ~ and other property in the Love 
Canal area. <See January 23, 1984 
entry.> 



August 7, 1984 u . s . District Judge Johr, Curt in ordered 
tne Niagara Towr, Board to al low 
Occidental Chemical Corp. to bring 
temporary storage tanks for chemical 
waste to the Hyde ParK Lar,dfi 11. <See 
July 4, 1984 entry.> 

. 
August 8, 1984 Tests by the State Department of 

C:r,vironrnental Conservation revealed toxic 
c~emicals in water seeping from the 
Niagara River Gorge northwest of the Hyde 
Park chemical dump. 

August 18, 198't !il!ffi!l2 ~!st~§ reports that chernical wastes 
from Occidental Chemical Corp•s Hyde Park 
dump are leaking frorn a second point in 
the Niagara River gorge wall, according 
to State Officials. 
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