CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

The name, Love Canal, became a household word in western HNew
York in 1978, but the idea for the place that was to carry that name
originated in 1836 =~ only 60 years after this country adopted a consti=
tution and became a nation,

Just as the first thoughts of the place that came to be known

as lLove Canal began many years ago -- so, undoubtedly, the memory of
that place will linger, Many fear that the chemicals buried in Love
Canal will continue to produce a bitter harvest for years intoc the
future,

The Ecumenical Task Force of the NiagaraFrontier was formed to
sérve as an advocate for the relief of the physical. psycho/social,
and economic distress of persons living near Love Canal, the first resi-
dential area in the U.5, afflicted by a non-natural disaster,

1836 - A U,.S5. government engineer surveyed Miagara County to
determine the best site for a canal connecting Lakes Erie
and Ontario. An area between the upper Niagara River and
Lewiston was chosen primarily because the 300 foot escarpment
on the lewiston side could be used to generate electrical
power. At the time, electricity could not be generated over
long distances,

1837 = An economic depression and a series of other events post-
poned construction of the Canal.

1832 - Milliam T, Love, a colorful entrepreneur. decided to revive
the idea of a canal connecting the upper Niagara River with
Llewiston., The canal was to be the focus of an industrial
city of 600,000 people,

1894 - William T. Love's idea failed because of the great depression
of 1894 and the invention of alternating current which meant
that electrical power could now be transmitted inexpensiwvely
over long distances.

1920 - Hooker Chemical used the canal as a dump site for toxic wastes,

to

1953

1953 - Hooker Chemica! sold the canal to the Niagara Falls Board of
tducation. The agreement reportedly included a disclaimer
releasing Hooker of responsibility,

1953 - 18370 The Board of Education built a school on the land and

homes were built adjacent to the Canal.
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1970 - 1978

January, 1978

April 25, 1978

August, 1978

August 2, 1978

August 7, 1978

October, 1978
November 21, 1978

December 9, 1978

Several reports were made from the residents of the
Love Canal area to the County Health Commissioner of
noxious odors and black sludge ocozing from the ground.

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
urged city officials to investigate the dump site,

NYS Department of Health declared Love Canal
"'an extremely serious threat to the health and welfare
of residents',

Local, state and federal officials have been aware,

at least since this time, that millions of pounds of
toxic chemical wastes with carcinogenic or teratogenic
potential are buried in former Love Canal.

NYS began health tests in area by taking more than
2,800 blood samples,

Plan for remedial construction at canal in attempt
to contain toxic leachate developed,

NYS Love Canal On-Site Interagency Task Force appointed
to deal with Love Canal problems,

Visit to Love Canal by William Wilcox, Federal Disaster
Assistance Administration Director.

United Way provided for temporary relocation of several
families whose physicians indicated that illnesses
could be aggravated by living in Love Canal area,

These families not included in NYS relocation.

NYSDOH declared State of Emergency at Love Canal,

Two rings (rows) of homes closest to canal declared
“"imminent health hazard'', Pregnant women and children
under two years of age ordered evacuated and 99th Street
School located a few yards from canal ordered closed.

NYS Governor Hugh Carey offered permanent relocation
of 239 families in homes '"most immediately adjacent
to canal proper.

President Jimmy Carter declared a Federal Emergency
for same area (97th - 99th Streets).

Remedial construction begun at Love Canal toxic waste
dumpsite,

NYSDOH confirméd contamination outside first two rings
of homes,

NYSDOH confirmed finding of dioxin, most toxic substance
synthesized by man, in Love Canal area sogil,
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December 11, 1978 Six residents arrested for disorderly conduct after
forming informational picket to warn construction
workers of pPssible dangers of exposure to dioxin,

December 12, 1978 Additional residents arrested.

Construction workers hospitalized to determine cause
of body rashes. Dioxin can cause chloracne-sa_serious
skin rash.

February 8, 1979 NYSDOH reported 'small but significant increase in
the risk of miscarriages and birth defects" (twige
the usual risk), and recommended temporary relocation
of pregnant women and children under two years of
age from wider area (93rd to 10%rd Streets),

February 20, 1979 Dr. Beverly Paigen, Roswell Park Memorial Institute,
Buffalo, and consultant to Love Canal Homeowners'
Association challenged MYSDOH report re miscarriages
and birth defects. Her studiéies revealed significantly
higher incidences of both than NYSDOH claimed,

February, 1979 Conceins expressed bﬂ 2 membens 0§ Finst Paese
bytenian, Lewlston, N.¥, that chunches sRould

be doing semething te help Love Canal fami{fies .
nesulted {n Letler calling religlous community Lo infjormae
Lional meeting (see Appendix|.

March 13, 1979 Meeting for "Religious Community Concerned for Love
Cangl” at Mesley United Methodist .in canal neighborhood.

More than 230 attended including H. McKinfey Cofgmann,
hepresdenting office og CWS Domestic Disasten Coorndinatonr.

Following informational presentation, the RL. Rev.

Harofd B, Robinson, Bishop of Episcopal Diocese of WNY,
suggested formation of Ecumendical Task Force and was
suppornted by ranking representatives of each denomination
present. Motion was unanimously supponted by all othens
present.

March 20, 1979 Finst meeting of Ecumendical Task Force to Address the
Love Canal Disaster at Wesley United Methodist,

Rew, Dr, Paul L, Moore and Donna H, Ogg, organizers o4
previous ingormational meeting, appointed chaiiman and
dechelaory pro-fem. Also, Task Force membership defined,
name chosen, goals adopted:

. To provide dineet aid to nesidents,

« To assume the advocate rofe in applying pelitical
presdwre.

To gather and intenpret appropriate data,

. To deeh reconciliation through justice.

To advocate for complete neutralization of Loxdie wastes.

L ke L P =i
L] L]
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March 22, 1979 Dr. Beverly Palgen recommended further evacuations
of families 1iving on or near 'wet areas'' where
they appear to be more susceptible to medical problems.

April 6, 1979 Report by NYS Interagency Task Force on Hazardous
Wastes revealed that compounds produced for U.5. Army
may have been dumped at Love Canal,

April 23, 1979 ETF membenship efected officens:

Prn. Paul L. Moone, Chainman

Rev. James Brewsiexn, Vice Chailiman
M. Eaﬂm Cook, Secrelany

Mr, John Lynch, CSW, Treasurer

and additional Executive Board membenrs:

Mrs. Therese Mudd

Rt. Rev. Msgn. Richand Graeber
Rev. Andrew Kennedy

Rev. Charles Lamb

Mr. Aluvin C, Cag

April 27, 1979 FTF Executive Bard meeling with Niagara Falls Mayon
Michael (' laughtin to discuss concenns re Aesdidents of
Love Canal,.

May, 1979 New dioxin results showed 6.7 ppb in yard near canal,

Residents told there would be no fucther permanent
relocation.

May, 1979 Pauf L. Moone and Donna H. Ogg presented sfalemenis Lo
N.Y.S. hearings sponsored by Legisfative Commitlee on
Toxic Wastes and Iu-tmaqmy Task Force on Hazardous
Wastes at Niagana Falls' Inteanational Convention Center
ca.u-&’.ng officials to responsible action re Love Canal
hesidents.

Executive Board {interviewed Sister Margeen Hofdmann,

0.8.F., fon position of ETF Executive Director. Board
offered job; Siaten Margeen accepted, fo begin fate in
July.

Added Donna Ogg to Executive Board with administfrative
nesponsibilities until annival of directon - salary an
in-bind contribution of Lewisfon Presbylendan.

Located ETF office fon 3 months at Lewiston Presbyterian -
nental an in-hind contrnibution of the church,

Hined Efizabeth Watts a4 part-Lime sechefany.
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May, 1379 ETF Letten Lo Superintendent of Niagana Falls Schools
appealed fox careful thought xe considered closing of
Cleveland Avenue Schoof which would necessitate anothen
schood transfer fon Love Canal children,

ETF {nvited Zo become ad hoe member of Governon's Love
Canal On-Site Interagency Task Force.

ETF nepoat and proposal fon funding prepaned and
submitted fo CWS and denominational judicatomies.

ETF accepted invitation of United Way Execulive Dinectoxr
to senve on United Way Advisony Commitiee ne $200,000.
N.Y.S. Love Canaf grant.

June, 1979 Residents express fears that toxic fumes during
remedial construction may be dangerous to health,

Reports of contaminated leachate overflowing or
bypassing containment facilities continue,

Residents attempt to stop remedial work via court
order unti] "adequate' safety plan is developed,

N.Y.5. Supreme Court Justice Norman A, 5tiller orders
one week temporary evacuation {renewable weekly) for
residents suffering adverse health effects which
could be causally related to remedial construction if
the causality were confirmed by physician,

Day Care center and day camps for Love Canal area
children opened to remove children from neighborhood
during hours of remedial construction when escaping
toxic fumes may be more severe,

Accepted offer of Wesley United Methodist Administrative
Board fo focate ETF penmanent office there -- no rental
change.

ETF sponsoned Walk of Concern thau Love Canal nedighbonr-
hood.

Executive Board met with representatives of NYS agencies
and elected siate officials,

ETF accepied {invitation Lo become member of Love Canal
On-Site Task Fonce.

Encouraged Lelier wriling Ign&gn Lo goveanment
offlelats Lo inform them o4 ETF's emtan.na and goals.

Established communications with residents, helping
agencies and as many WNY congregatlions as possible,

Conducted sevennt bus Lours of Love Canak neilghborhood
for out-of-state church ghoups.
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July, 1979

\h-lh'rl 1979

August, 1979

N.¥. Governor Carey gave final approval to bills
allowing partial property tax exemptions for Love
Canal area properly owners.

Remedial construction’s tile drainage system became
blocked preventing free flow of leachate through
system for detoxification at on=-site treatment facility,

Panel of federal experts including representatives
of HEW {HHS) and EPA concluded that the '‘population
in the Love Canal area has suffered certain adverse
health effects as a consequence of exposure to a
chemically contaminated environment,'

ETF provided counseling and aid Lo nesidents -
sometimes by refernal, sometimes directly.

ETF necedved contributions totalling $6,775. from
Local and nationaf sources. ARso reconded $5,450. 4in
Local in-kind contributions through §<rsi halg of month.

We weleomed Sisten Margeen on July 23, and introduced
her o community the next evening where the speaker was
the Rev, Dr. Paul MeCleary, CWS Executive DirectoX.

Additional blockage occurred in tile drainage system
around canal,

Dioxin confirmed in southern section of canal and
reportedly present in Black Creek (north of canal's
northern terminus).

Late in month, residents began to leave neighborhood
because of severe chemical fumes in area., Under
provisions established by court, N.Y.5. was required
to pay food and lodging for 48 hours for family if
any member's illness was believed causally linked to
remedial construction. At end of LB hours, family
was expected to provide N,Y,5, with verification from
physician that illness could be causally related to
canal work to receive continued payment, Family then
was permitted to remain away from home for one week,
However, physician statements were reéjected in
virtually all cases because physicians' wording was
unacceptable to N.Y.S.

Ultimately, 130 families evacuated.

Dr. James Dunlop, Niagara Falls School physician
recommended closing 93rd Street School (second area
School) as a precaution against exposing children

to chemicals determined to be present on and near
school property: Board of Education accepted Dr.
Duniop?s recommendation,
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August, 1379

August 29, 1979

August 31, 1879

September 3, 1979

September &4, 1979

ETF moved into permanent offdce at Wesley United
Methodist in Love Canal nedlghbothood, one year agfen
declaration of state and federal emengency.

Staf§ hined:

Barbanra Hanna, Receptiondisi
ELizabeth Watts, Executive Secretany
Ponna COgg, Admincstrnative Assisiant

Execufive Boand accepled Donna Ogg's neslgnalion from
Board and Rev. Bruce Steanns, Paston of Wesfey Undited
Methodist, added Zo ETF Execuiive Boanrd.

ETF stadf and volunteers began Lo spend many hours
counseling temporanily evacuated residents at motels when
Longen teawm evacuation caused {fs own set o4 problems.

ETF recedived reguest grom N.Y.S. On-Site Coondinaton
Lo §ind housing for Lemporarnily nelocated nesddents for
Labor Day weekend, since Local mofels had previous
negistnations to honon. ETF alse requested Lo counsel
nesidents {n motels to Yheep the Lid on. "

ETF secured Lempe housing to accomodate up Lo
300 neadldents for Labon Pay weehend.

Resddents staying at motel infonmed ETF they wouwld go Lo
Stella Miagara Education Pank [a Sistens! of S4&. Francis
provinciafate and elementany school in-nearby Lewision,
N.Y. 1 forn weekend, provided they wene assured of
netwindng Lo motels rather than beding forced Lo refunn fo
contaminated neighborhood. On-Site Coordinator agreed Lo
put assurance Ln writing Lo ETF at nesddents' nrequest,

N.V.S. employees Legt town for holiday weekend. Red
Cross, United Way counselons and ETF Eeft behind Lo
jacifitate residents' registration and all weekend
questions and problfems atl Stefla Niagana.

ETF sponsoned picnic for Love Canal nesdidents at Stella
Niagana.,

Former N.¥Y.5., On-5ite Coordinator recalled to Love

Canal to assist with mounting temporary relocation
problems,

N.¥Y.5. Senator John Daly and Assembiyman Matthew Murphy,
representing Love Canal area, urged governor to purchase
at full market value the home of any resident wishing

to leave canal area. Also challenged Federal govern-
ment for '"callous disregard' for residents and asked
that Federal government relocate residents of LaSalle
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September &4, 1979 Development, & Federal housing project in the
Cond't. nei ghborhood.

Approximately 200 persons relocated to Stella
Niagara and elsewhere during holiday weekend,

M.Y.S, relocation officials insisted upon receipt
of medical statements from residents to continue
temporary relocation, but no medical form
acceptable to N,Y.5, was available,

sptemser 4,197 15 tequestl | ook Sl 3 SO o0
acceptable to both N.V.S. and fLocal physicians.

ETF Boand officially adopled siance calling for
N.¥.S. pewmanent nelocation of Love Canal homes
which are believed to be contaminafed.

September 5, 1979 ETF Boand and Staff negotiated forn mone than
10 houns with N.V.8. ofpdcials Lo:

]. Return Love Canal res<dents to motels, as
promised, and Lo permit schoolf to being at
Stella Niagana.

2. Work with ETF fo develop medical fomms.

3, Consdider physical and mental health of
nesidents in ablf decisions and Lo cease
subfecting them to intense suffering through
bureauchatic {nepliiude.

September &, 1979 Just past midnight, N.Y.5. began to process Love
Canal residents' registrations to allow them to
return to motels from Stella Nlagara, with no
N.Y.S. decision about how long they could remain
at motels.

Small children were included in group of people
who awaited that decision. Two women collapsed
and were taken by ambulance to hospital for
treatment, Another had required medical treat-
ment during previous afternoon and numerous other
individuals had become extremely upset emotionally,

September 6, 1979 ETF necedlved N.¥.S, agreement 2o work on medical
fonm,

September 7, 1979 ETF recelved medical form agreed Lo be accepinble
to N.Y.S, and Local physicians, By now (Friday|
119 famifies had Left canal area, Exlension was
ghanted by N.Y.S, until Tuesday, 11:00 AM,, o
secune ddgned medical astatements allowing residents
to nemein away from canal area,
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September 9, 1979 ETF Board and Stafdf worked thrnough weekend Lo gind
physicians willing Lo go Lo motels Lo examine
nesidents Lo venify continued (LEness.

A Buffalo pagchiatrisf began examinafion of residents
at motels, gree of change. ETF provided assistance
2o him, By Late that evening approximately 80
persons had necedlved signed medical forms - agreed Zo
be acceptabfe fo N.V.S. Luo days earfienr,

September 18,1979 ETF Staff found nofe tucked under office doox
indicating that N.Y.5.0.0.H. had decided medical foams
were not acceptable and supplying altexnate gomm,

Deadbine fon submission of fonms remained Septemben
11 at 11:00 A M.

Two Buffalo psychiatrists began examining and re-
examining resdidents in attempt Lo comply with
Septemben 11 deadline only Lo discovenr enror in N.Y.3S.
fonm which pexmitted nelocation of "iLlfness" nathen
than "penson®. One physician gave up in disgust.

The other continued to work untif 112 famifies had
neceived certificeation of illness.

September 11,1979 ETF presented 113 medical forms Lo N.Y.S. officials
2% houns before deadfine, ALL requinements of Spring
cournt onden had been fulfilled.

ETF Boand acceptfed resdignalion of Rev., Dia. Andrew
Kennedy, Unitarian Universaldisf, because of Lhansfen.

ETF Board added Rev. Joseph Power, 0.S.F.8., Stella
Niagara Center of Renewal and Mr. G. Thomas Martin,
Unitarian Universalist nepresentative, Lo Boand.

At 4:00 P.M., ETF was advised that N.V.5.0.0.H. had
nefected 112 medical gnw (all describing {iLEness as
"nﬁ depression"), because N.Y.S5. had never had a
mental heafth epidemic. (See June, 1980}

At the same time, Dn. David Axelrod, Commissioner 04
Health fon N.Y.S., accused ETF and phuysicians of
having acted in bad faith,

September 11,1979 Residents in motels were told they would be required
to return to Love Canal homes on September 12,

September 12,1979 Residents refused to return to homes.
September 13,1 ETF ' counsefons asadiated Red Cross who
sptember 13,1979 S bk hed P S cen Mok douandenst e B Baadts

United Methodist, Niagara Falls, Lo house again up-
rooted Love Canal victims,
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September 12,1979 Mid-evening N,¥,5, announcement of compl:ance witn

Also in

September, 1979

October 10,

October.12,

October 14,

October 25,

October 26,

November 1,

1379

1973

1979

1579

1979

1979

November 7, 1979

court order secured by Love Canal Homeowners!
Association to allow residents to return to motels.
Justice Stiller also allowed one week for residents
to secure another medical form.

Burglaries occurred at vacated Love Canal homes
raising fears of some who remained in canal area-
about wisdom of temporarily relocating.

Team of federal doctors indicated readiness to assist
with health examinations to verify illness and
possible causal relationship to remedial construction.
Dr. David Axelrod indicated that N.Y.5. would not
accept signatures unless physicians were certified

by N.Y.S,

Local physicians began to sign medical forms for
their temporarily relocated patients now that such
form existed.

Remedial construction completed on southern sector
of canal,

Dr. Janette Sherman, EPA Toxic Substances Advisory
Commi ttee, "strongly urged' relocation of Love Canal
residents "as soon as possible',

U.5, House Commerce Sub-Committee on Oversight ang
Investigation report criticized N.Y.5.'s handling

of canal matters and supported Dr., Paigen's suggestion
that additional families be moved.

Pubfic Policy Commitiee of N.Y.S. Catholic Conference
appealed to Governor Carey at ETF behest,

State officials announced plans to purchase homes in
Love Canal neighborhood at Fair Market Value and
indicated that option to leave would be open to
anyone in neighborhood desiring to do so.

N.Y.S. Legislature passed Murphy/Daly bill providing
#5 million for “stabilization and revitalization' of
Love Canal area. Bill included provision for
establishment of an "authority' to purchase homes
and design future use of the neighborhood,

Note: N.¥.S8, Councif of Chunrches fobbied fon passage
o4 biLL at ETF nrequest.

Remedial construction on central and northern sectars

of canal completed, N.Y.S5. indicated that funds for
temporary relocation would stop on November B,
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November 8, 1979

November 10,1979
November 14,1979

November 14,1979

November 17,1979

November 28,1979

November 30,1979

Also in
November., 1979

Many families evicted from mofels assisted by

ETF in secuning alternate housing, but many others
netunned to homes. Food and counselling provided

by ETF at Wesley United Methodist gor evicted pernsons,

M.Y.S. confirmed presence of dioxin in Black Creek,

EPA air sampling in Love Canal area begun.

[ nom Love Canafl area because of
ﬁ&%ﬁfiﬂﬁmmq”ﬁxﬁ pwtac.% stagg anﬁdua%uu.taw
frnom any adverse health effects caused by unnecessary
proximity to Love Canal". New office Located in
Madonna building of Miagara Catholic High School -
no rentaf change.

Miagara Falls' Mayor Michael O'Laughlin named to
chair task force to establish the ''stabilization and
revitalization authority."

EPA scientists returned to Love Canal to re-sample
ambient air in homes,

First meeting of Stabilization and Rewitalizat'[un
Task Force chaired by Mayor 0'Laughlin Group will
ask for appraisal of Love Canal homes,

ETF foamally desdignates Atfoaney Barbara Momrlson as
Legal counsel fo fask johce,

ETF assisted Abfred Univensiiy's School of Allied
Health Senvices, Pean Robert Love, {n artanging for
univerns ity taping of documentary entitled "love Canal:
A Community Unden Stness".

Vanious nesolutions adopied by religious organizalions
Aupporting ETF's call jor permanent relocation of
Love Canal nesdidents.

Ecumenical Task Force of the Niagana Frontien [nofe
change of name] adopts By-Llaws.

Additional persons added fo ETF Executive Boand .incfuded
Rev, Robert Gaimm [Bugfalo and N.¥V.S, Councif o4
Chunches), Rev. Donald Lawrence [Amenican Bapfiat
Churches of Niagana Frontien), Rev. Guy Peek (Episcopal
Diocese of W.N.Y.).

ETF representatives continued 2o provide presentdations
re Love Canal at nequest of congregations.

ETF continued to advocate for nenters Lest they be
overfooked in negotiations and decisions.
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November 1979 ETF arranged gon N.Y.S, Senmaton John Daly to meet
Cont'd. with resdidents who wish to remain in nedghborhood
fon purpose 04 answening their questions - meeting
cﬁﬁinﬁd by Rev, D, Moone atl Wesley United Methodist
Chutch,

December, 1979 U.,S5. Justice Department suit for #197.5 million
against Hooker Chemical and Plastics Corporation
filed.

Appraisals of Love Canal homes to be conducted in
January,

Nearly 450 homeowners requested appraisals.

December, 1979 ETF necelved grant proposal nequest from Environ~
mental Defense Fund for health Lesting Lo be
conducted gn Love Canal nesdidents,

ETF attempted to secure apartment buildings for Lowng
tewm temporany relocation for residents who cannol
netusn Lo homes while awalting sfate action on
permanent relocation,

ETF established close communicationsd with
Stabilization and Revitfalization Task Force,

ETF sent fetten Lo Dn, Axelnod hequesting {nfommation
ne charges of N.¥Y.S, harassment of Pr. Paigen for hern
Love Canal activities.

January, 1980 Home appraisals begun.

January, 1980 Letten sent to Roswell Park Boand of Visditons
indieating ETF opinion that Dn, Padigents assistance
at Love Canal has Been vafuabfe public seavdice,

ETF gave tentati{ve endonsement fo EDF grant proposal
and sent on to CWS for possibhle funding,

February, 1980 ETF aponsoned Pubfic Forum to attempl 1o answen
nesidenta’ questions re stabilbization and revitalization.

Added Sisten Joan Mafone, 0,5.F. Lo Boanrd,

ETF nesponded Lo public requesi from Stabilization and
Revitalization Task Fonce for priornity L4sL of

nesldents who should have homes bought. Aften Lists wene
submitted to ETF by nesidents' groups, ETF sent prionily
List to Mayor and Task Force.
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March, 1980

March, 1980

April 29, 1980

May 1, 1980

N.Y.5, indicated unwillingness to be part of
Hauthority" to purchase Love Canal homes and consider
neighborhood revitalization,

County of Niagara also indicated hesitation to join
“"authori ty"',

These actions stalled forward movement on purchase of
Love Canal homes,

Siaten Mangeen, Rogen Cook, Sister Joan, Barbana
Monnison of ETF and nepresentatives of Intenfaith
Centen fen Conponate Responaibility met with
Qocidental Petreleum attonneys Ln New York City.

ETF Board had day-Long evafuation with H. McKinfey
Cofgman, CNS consubtant to ETF, assisiing in process.

ETF continued presentations to chunch groups and
uisiting denominational nepresentatives,

ETF began development of volunteer advocale phrogham.

ETF continued o expness concern fo all government
officials fon suffering of people.

Teahnioal advisony group to ETF will be esfablished
comprising both Locally and nationally recognized
expents,

ETF advocated veny &iﬂﬂngfg and in gheat depth for
Niagara County Legdsfatune's participation on
2tabilization and Revitalization Authority.

We necedved majon asaistance in this from the
Very Rev, Edward D, Head, Bishop of Diocese of Buffalo.

ETF nepresentatives attended meeting with Peace and
Justice Commission, Ddiocese of Buffalo,

ETF Volunteen Advocate Trnaining proudded by Naney
Freye, CRUWRC.

Presentations by ETF to church groups continued.

Niagara County Legislature reached decision not to
participate on Stabilization and Revitalization Agency ,
thereby potentially impairing that group's ability

to function.

(Note: ETF advecacy had Toai.ﬁua though insujflcient
Ompact on final declsdon,

Siésten Mangeen attended Wonld Councdd of Churches
consultation at Gallneukinchen, Austrda, She was one
ef onby 25 persons from 17 different countries
dnylted Lo attend,



May 17, 1980

May 17, 1980

May 19, 1980

Sisten Mangeen netunned from Gallneukinchen
with a Statement of Solidarity (see Appendix]
signed by afl but gne panticipant Lo wee
Consultation, The sdingle {Individual who did ned
sign statement could not do so0 fon political
neAsONs,

ETF Annoal Meeting incladed election of ofgicens,
approval of 1980-198] budget, and decision Lo
continne ETF hespense for another reah, sdnce
senlous need fon intenfalth nesponse continues,

ETF &ponsored Confenence on Toxdic Wasies jon
intenfalth community called “What T4 the Moaal
Thing To Dot" Keynoie speaken for the conference
wes Fathen WLLLLam O'Connell, CWS consultant 2o
the ETF, Qther nepresentfatives from Industny,
the {ntenfalth commanity, the field of science,
and government offlcials panticipated,

The EPA released during simultaneous press
conferences in Niagara Falls and Washington, D.C.,
chromosome study contracted by EPA to Dr, Dante
Picciano, Biogenics Laboratory, Houston, Texas.
The results realeased that day indicated
significant damage to the chromosomes in the blood
of a number of Love Canal residents,

That announcement catapulted the Love Canal story
into the front pages and TV screens of America
once again, Picclano study's validity challenged
later by other government experts,

Telegram sent from ETF Lo Presddent Tommy Canten
nequesting fedenal disasten declaration in vdew 04
EPA announcement of Ychromosomal abernations" among
11 of 36 nesddents tested, -

ETF again contacted President Canter and Governor
Caney nequesiing that they take whatever sifeps
necessany Lo produce a gade.m«t declaration o4
disasten due 1o the "unbearable anguish and
emotional strain” on resddents caused by the
continuing "inhuman response" of govewnment,

The EPA announcement'a adverse impact on the menial
health of resddents was area of majon concerw to ETF.
ETF sent professional pastonal counselors, social
wonkerns and volunteen advocates fo assdst residents
Ain meeting the endisds,

ETF recedived negquest via U.S, Congressman LaFalee's
office from Gene Eidenbeng, Whife House aide, o submif
a plan fon coordirating expected nelocation effort
among Local social service agencled,



May 19, 1980

May 19, 1980

May 21, 1980

May, 1980

June, 1980

Members of Love Canal Homeowners' Association
held 2 federal EPA officials hostage at Association
office in Love Canal neighborhood for several hours.

Homepwnens * Association nequested ETF Lo send clengy
1o counsel nesidents in extnemely distrnaught grames
of mind eanlien that day. Board members remained
n;ﬁchﬁia throughout day in and near Association

0 e,

President Jimmy Carter declared the area between

93rd. and 103rd. Streets and Bergholtz Creek, and
Buffalo Avenue, Niagara Falls, a Federal Emergency

area,

Residents of the area were offered tempora
relocation with federal funds to be administered by
N.Y.5. officials.

The ETF cooperated with the United Way Outneach
counsefors in offering neferral, counseling and
numen=control senvices Lo nesdldents,

Rey, Domglas Behm nepresenting Niagara Councdif 0§
Chunches added Lo ETF Boand,

ETF, Catholic Chanities and 4 nresdidents' groups
objected 2o elements of EPA proposed health Testing and
indicated that none would encourage resdidents Lo
partiedpate unless major changes occuwred in protocol
for testing and until peamanent nelocation became
posadlhle,

3isten Margeen appeaned with HOLE(s and Sandonado
gamilies, residents of Love Canal, on nationally
televised “Good Moaning, Amenica¥ program fon discussion
0f severe paychological problems assocdated with

stness apon readdents and thedr families,

Sistern Mangeen, Mayor O'Laughlin and Leadens of severnal
nesddentst ghoups Ainvited fo EPA/federal agencies
meeling {n Washdington,

ETF nepresentatives began attending Federal Coondinaiing
Officen and State Coordinating Offdicer meetings weekly,

Sisten Mangeen assdisted in producing a 10 minute
segment fon NBC Nightly News detailing the problems
faced By one woman suffeaing severe mental angudish in
confunction with atnesses of Living in a chemieally
contaminated nedlghbonhood,
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June, 1980 ETF crnanged meeiing emah fedenal personnel and
Local Boand of Realtons and continued Lo host
meetings of Local service agencies Lo discuss problems,
concerns, and responses to the chisds.

ETF supported "Right to Know" Leglsfation with WYN
Couneil on Cecupational Safety and Health pending .in
N.Y. Senate and Assemblfy with Letfens to 41 daily
newspapens and all Legisfators, BLLL was passed
before Legisfatune adjourned.

June, 1980 M.Y. Legislature passed bill creating lndustrial
Development Agency to replace propdsed Stabilization
and Revitalization Task Force. 5till only $5 million
available to them with additional $15 - $20 projected
need.

N.Y. Governor Carey submitted plan including permanent
relocation to White House,

The Governor and Dr. Axelrod are in agreement that a
'mental health emergency' now exists in the Love Cana!?
area.

June, 1980 ETF semained in daily contact with many residents,
senvice agencles, and government offlcdals .,

ETF nrecedved notice of inconporalion agter Lengthy
defay neportedly stemning from advocacy naiuwie of ETF
acltiviiies,

Fathen William 0'Comnedl, in brief vialf, indicated
that ETF ahoutfd:

1., Cleanly define its nelationship Lo CWS fo insure
engodng assdstance and consultation,

2. Provdide fon debriefing of Board and Stadf.

3. Indicate in wiiting the purpose of Board and manner
in which L£ can remain viabfe nather Lhan
becoming entangled menely in redponding Lo inaction
o4 governmend agencies,

July, 1980 Federal Relocation Task Force has been established

to prepare ''package'' of available programs for
Love Canal residents,

Plans for environmental and heaith tests performed
by/for federal government continue to be made and
discussed,
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July, 1980
Cont'd.

July, 1980

Agency for Stabilization and Revitalization
named 3 persons to represent residents:

Rev., Leotis Belk
Mr. John Lynch, CSW
Mr. William Waggoner
and have chosen Mayor Michael 0'Laughlin as chairman,

(Note: Mn, Lynch L& Niagara County Dinecton of
Catholic Chardities and Treasurer of the ETF,|

Center for Disease Control, Atlanta, Georgia held
educational meeting re chromosome study for Love
Canal residents, Intense stress of residents showed
in unorderly, vocal displays at meeting,

Javi ts/Moynihan Amendment to Supplemental Appropria-
tions Bill approved by Congress, Entire bill

signed by President Carter, The amendment allows
the President as much leeway as necessary to
implement permanent relocation of residents,

(As this goes to press, there is no indication

about whether President does or does not intend to
implement. )

Belly Watts assumes full-Lime secnelarnial position and
Banbara Hanna accepts part-Lime administrative
assdstant posdiion fon ETF,

ETF advocated {n depth and at Length fon full use of
FEMA authonity, 1i 48 ETF contention that
¥regulations® can and must be changed Lo address
prpblems associated with Love Canaf,

Experts continued Lo nespond posiltively to ETF
dnpitations Lo form oun Scientifdic Advisony Boand,

ETF strongly supports Presdidential implementation of
Javita/Moynlhan Amendment,

ETF assdsted, as possible, N,Y, Assembly Task Fonrce
dnvestigating alleged Avmy dumping at Love Canal,

ETF and United Way Cutreach counselors stagf a
Drop-Tn Centen daily at Wesley United Methodist,

Rey, Donald 5, Brown added fo ETF Beard,
ETF Repoat from Maxch, 1979 through July, 1980 prepared

and peadied fon distrnibution Lo members, funding
spurnces, frdends,
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HISTORY OF DISASTER AT LOVE CANAL
CHRONOLOGY QF EVENTS = PART LI

BEvents integral to the problems of chemical and
hazardous wastes in the Ecumenical Task Force service
area and ETF's respcnse are highlighted in the
following chronology. "A History of Disaster -
Chronology of Events" from 1836 to July 31, 1980 is
summarized in the 1980 Progress Report of the ETF,

Augqust 1, 1980

August 1, 1980

August 1, 1580

Bugust 5, 1980

United States Environmental Protection-Agency
(EPR) announced that 20 crganic chemicals and
several towic metals were detected in the blood
of scme Love Canal residents. Blood tests were
a companion to an earlier chromosome study

Although 20 of the chemicals and all of the metals

were found in the blood of some of the residents,
the levels "are below those values at which
acute toxic effects occuxr™, according to. an
E.P.&. statement "It is not possible to state
what potential the Love Canal residents tested
have for experiencing oncogenic {cancer)
teratogenic (birth defects) or reproductive
effects", the EPA statement said.

A $50,000 grant anncunced this week to the
Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) will allow for
completion of a study started in June on growth

and maturation rates amcng Love Canal children.

Dioxin identified in sewers leading from the

Love Canal directly into the Niagara River.
State officials said they took 6
samples in the sewer lines south of
Read Ave,. and found 3 with levels of
dioxin under 29 parts per billion, 2
with levels of 120 parts per billion
(pepb) and one with 312 ppb. That
compares with samples from Black Creek
with a level of 31 pph.

State officials formally told Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) that the offer of a
$15,000,000, 30-vear loan to resettle Love Canal
families was unacceptable.
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Augqust 5, 1980

August

Bugust

RAugust

August

August

August

August

August

5, 1980

6, 1980

6, 1980

6, 1980

12, 1980

14, 1980

17, 1980

18, 1980

22, 1980

24, 1980

Love Canal Area Revitalization Agency (LCARA)
appointed earlier to purchase Love Canal homes
with federal and state funds and provide for
revitalization of the neighborhood, established
a "priorities committee to determine the order
in which families will be relocated".

LCARA anthorized Mayor O'Langhlin to choose an
Acting Director, set up an office in the Love
Canal neighborhood and set an October deadline
for appointment of a permanent director, LCARA
asked the State of New York to have a property
acquisition team ready to move in when State and
Federal officials agree on funding.

Center for Disease Control (CDC), Atlanta,
Georgia sends team on-site to begin its two-level
health testing  Telephone contacts to set up

ETF presentation to St. James Lutheran Church in
Bergholtz, "On-Going Needs at Love Canal".

The first 10 of appraximately 175 Love Canal
families being housed and fed in area motels
notified that their benefits have been terminated
because of their failure to seek more permanent
housing in apartments

State authorities discovered abnormal quantities
of radicactive Cesium=-137 in 99th St. Scheool
yvard soil.

ETF accepted a reguest for an internship for
social work student, Bdward Smith, from Niagara
University during 1980-81 academic year.

Love Canal residents picket Democratic Convention
in New York City.

United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to make 150 8ection 8 certificates
availahle to renters of low incame housing units
(LaSalle Development) who want to leave Love Canal
neighborhood .

EPA testing of air, soil and water started in
Love Canal

State and Federal officials reach accord in
relocation funding.

Hooker Chemicals and Plastics Corp. holds Open
House for comunity in attempt to offset adverse
publicity.
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Augqust 24, 1980

Aagust 27, 1980

September 1, 1980

September 7, 1980

September 10,

September 13,

September 15,

September 17,

1980

1980

1980

1980

Dr. Barry Comoner, biclogist and presidential
candidate for Libsral Party visits Love Canal

ICARE voted to give residents three years to sell
their homes. LCARA voted to seek "clarification"
from State Task Foree Dirvector, William C. Hemnessey,
on the availability of 3% mortgages to help
residents bay new hames. LCARA moved to contract
with New York State Depariment of Transportation
{DOT) to handle Lowve Canal.home acguisitions.

LCARE approved (2-=member priorities cammittee,
LCARA appointed Richard Morris, a career DOT
official, as temporary Executive Director of the
Agency -

LCARE set up office at 1003-98th &t., across
Colvin. Boulevard fram the northern end of the

canal proper.

Diane Sheley joined tha staff of ETF 25 Family and
WNeighborhood Services Coordinator after serving
as volunteer sccial worker for ETF for three months.

Niagara County District Attormey's office crders
proke. into contracts. awarded for the first phase
of Love Canal remedial work.

State Assembly Task Force hearings held in Buffalo
to investigate reported United States military
chemical/radicactive waste dumping in Love Canal.

Pederal Judge crdered that N.Y, State be made a
plaintiff, rather than a defendant in the Federal
Government’'s $124 millicn suit against. Hooker
Chemicals and Plastic Corp. and others,

Anmial city andit revealed today that Lowve Canal
lawsuit claims against the city government have
grown from $3 billion to $16 billion during the
last year.

The U.S. House of Representatives begins delate
this week on legislation designed to establish a
$1.2 billion "Superfund" to clean up abandoned
hazardous chemical dumps such as Love Caznal,

Sicters Margeen, Joan Malone, and Rosallie Bertell
present program At DiYouville College entitlied,
"Religious Women Invoived in the RHuman Concerns,
Problems of Love Canal and West Valiey".

ETF presentation to Favetteville United Methodist
Church regarding Iove Canad.
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September 19, 1980 The House of Representatives voted to establish

two $375 million "superfunds" over the next five
years to deal with oil and chemical spills into
the nation's waterways.

September 20, 1980 Members of ETF attend initial meeting of “Oxy"

Shadow Board in New York City.

September 22, 1980 ETF presentaticn 2t National Conference of Catholic

September 23, 1980

September 23, 1980

September 25, 1980

September 30, 1980

October 1, 1980

October 3, 1980

Charities in Rochester, N.Y. Fresenters: Rev. Wm.
J. O'Connell, John A, Lynch, Sister Margeen.

House of Representatives passes $1.2 billion
"Superfund" to finance the naticnwide cleanup of
abandoned toxic waste gites,

Donna Ogg presented an opening statement on behalfl
of the ETF at the CECOS Hearings., Text of the
statement gave the theological basis for our concern
for human life, as well as protection of our soil,
water and air.

Eleancr Conmy of the Sabre Park Peoples’ Association
attended ETF Executive Board Meeting to enlighten
the Board on the Chemical and Environmental
Conservation Systems {CECOS) problem. ETF voted

to cocoperate with the Sabre Park Asscciation.

Gibson Roberts Zimba of Zambia, the Zambian
Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, along
with journalists from the Dominican Republic, Nepal
and government officials from Sierra Leone, Egypt
and Swaziland visit Love Canal.

President Carter and Governor Carey sign the
State/Faderal relecation agreement at Niagara Falls
International Convention Center. Sr. Margeen, ETF
Executive Directer, attends.

The Niagara Falls Board of Education approved a
measure allowing the Federal Government to use a
portion of the 93rd. St. School property for
envircnmental testing at the Love Canal.

Residents of LaSalle Development, low income
housing at Love Canal, angered over being left out
of 520 million State and Federal Agreement.

Report by Stephen Lester of Clement Associates, Inc.,
consulting firm hired by NYS to advise Love Canal
Homeowners' Association, stated that workers taking
part in the remedial program at Love Canal site

were sametimes needlessly exposed to danger, and
government response to the chemical contamination
problem was not adequate.,
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October 5, 1980
October 6, 1980

October 7, 1980

October 7, 1980

October 8, 1980

October 9, 1980

October 9, 1980

ETF presentation at 3t, Peter's Church in Lockport,

Residents of LaSalle Development notified ETF of
possible riot ensuing over residents being left out
of $20 million 5tate/Federal agreement. ETF in
turn contacted New York State Assemblyman Arthur
Eve and requested his help in negotiations with
State and Federal officials. Assemblyman Eve met
with residents and members of ETF Executive Board
and staff until 1:30 AM and were successful in
averting a riot. Subsegquent acticn by Assemblyman
Eve guarapnteed $500,000 being allccated for moving
expenses of residents.

An investigation into remedial work at the southern
end of the Love Canal has apparently prompted the
Federal Government to hold up payment of $4 million
in project reimbursements to the City of Niagara
Falls.

ETF Executive Board voted to go on record as being
opposed to further expansion of any hazardous
waste chemical and radicactive dumpsites in the
Niagara Frontier.

Sister Margeen presented a prepared statement for
the record at CECOS hearings e€xpressing concern
for emotional and psychological trauma that could
result from the proposed expansion of thds NYS
licensed toxic waste "secure landfill®. This is
the first time that Permit Hearings of N.Y.
Department of Environmental Conservation have
admitted testimony concerning emoticnal and
psychological effects on persons.

Four African Journalists toured Niagara County's
hazardous waste disposal firms and voiced the hope
their countries will be able to learn from
America's problems when they begin to industrialize.

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
refused today to offer special low-interest
mortgage loans to Love Canal families to buy
replacement houses elsewhere.

SCA Chemical Waste Services, the second NYS licensed
toxic waste operation in NYS - both of which are
located in Niagara County - received its court-
ordered permit for construction of its 5-mile

waste pipeline to the Niagara River.

A Blue Ribbon Panel of physicians appointed by
Governcr Carey leveled severe criticism at bungling
of Love Canal health and envircnment studies and
said there is no conclusive evidence of adverse
health effects there.
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October 10, 13980

Octocber 13, 1980

October 23, 1980

October 24, 1980

October 28, 1981

ETF Executive Board and Staff played host to
members of the United Methodist National Church
Agencies. The purpose of the consultation was to
provide an on-site evaluation of the problems at
Love Canal and other envircnmental hazards in
Niagara County, As a result of this day, the ETF
received a further grant of §10,000. to be used
for Direct Afd to Love Canal residents.

ETF staff members met with Assemblyman Eve, New York
State officials and representatives of LasSalle
Development residents at the State Office Building
in Buffalo, N.Y. Purpose of the meeting was to
discuss special problems experienced by the
residents in trying to locate adeguate housing.

As a result of this meeting, New York State entered
inte a 30month contract with Housing COpportunities
Made Equal (HOME) and Housing Assistance Center (HAC)
to provide an on-site office with personnel
available on a daily basis to assist the residents.

The Executive Board cof the Ecumenical Task Force

in recognizing the dichotomies which exist between
residents of the Love Canal requested the Executive
Director to prepare a statement expressing the need
for the Love Canal Revitalization Agency to address
the issue of the future use of the Love Canal
neighborhood. This statement was presented by Sister
Margeen at the LCARA public meeting offering ETF
assistance in carrying cut respensible action in

the future in whatever way most appropriate.

President Carter ammounced he would ask Congress for
a special $3.8 million appropriation to fund health
studies of Love Canal residents, which will be
carried out by the State Uniwversity of Buffalo
Medical School and Center for Disease Control.

Lockport, N.¥Y., Landfill found to be leaking toxins
into area groundwater,

ETF Board toured CECOS Landfill Facility.

ETF Executive Board accepted with regret the
resignation of Rev. Charies Lamkb,

ETF accepted with pleasure, Rev. Richard Donoughue,

representative of the Lutheran Chiurch in America,
as member of Executive Board.
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October 30, 1980 - Vice-Presidential candidate, Patrick Lucesy, met
with .ETF Board members, staff, and volunteers for
brie?ing on Love Canal work of ETF. He was given a
tour of the Love Capal area by John Lynch and Donna
Ogg, and met with residents at Wesley United
Methodist Church in Love Canal.

November 5, 1980 Federal environmental officials stated that the
Love Canal treatment facility is "satisfactorily
filtering out chemical contaminants contained in the
leachate"” from Love Canal. Sludge stored in holding
tanks, however, reveals Dioxin (TCDD) in the low
parts=-per billion range

November 14, 1980 First two homes in Love Canal boundary area purchased
by LCARA .

Novemmber 18, 1980 ETF presentation at Holy Ghost Lutheran PTA meeting
in Bergholtsz.

November 19, 1980 New federal reqgulations in effect today to monitar
toxic material handling from "cradle to grave" in
"properly suited" approved landfill or disposal site.
(Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA})

N ¥.5. charges that chemical wastes at the S~Area
Landfill and the 102nd. Street dompsita are two of
the four landfills ip Miagara County for which Hogker
is charged in lawsuit by U.S. Justice Department

and New Yoark State

November 20, 1980 Canada's Parliament is considering a reqguest today
that the government seek a full-scale ingquiry by
the United States into toxic contamination of the
Niagara River

N ¥.5. legislative aides stated this week that a
search of old federal records indicates that TNT
wastes may still be under thousands of acres at the
Lake Ontario Ordinance Works (LOOW) in Lewiston

This announcement led both Canadian and U.S. lawyers
to demand the reopening of the SCA Chemical Waste
Services, Inc Permit Hearings to ewpand a toxic
disposal site. The attorneys claim the site
overlies the pipes containing TNT.

November 21, 1980 ETF presentation to UPCUSA Synod of the Northeast
and tour of Love Canal

November 22, 1980 Lois Gihbs announced Love Canal Homeowners Association
will end their five-month boycott of health studies,

November 24, 1980 Senate approved a $1 6 billion hazardous waste
cleanup, "Superfund", which will do nothing to
campensate individual victims
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November 25, 1980 NYS DEC ordered to prove it was not in error when it
determined last July that CECOS had properly
campleted its application for permits to construct
and operate two new hazardous waste landfills in the
Town of Niagara.

Town of Niagara Board passed a new oOrdinance to
control landfill operations.

ETF accepted with pleasure, Mrs. Joann Breitsman,
as Preshbyterian representative on the Executive Board.

December 3, 1980 U,S, House of Representatives today approved a
51.6 billion "Superfund" bill to cover the cost of
cleaning up abandoned hazardous chemical waste
dumpsites and spills that get into navigable water

or ground water.

The approved bill does not call for the payment of
ank medical expenses or lost earnings suffered by
victims of hazardous waste.

December 3, 1980 Toronto Ontario Globe and Mail carried an article
stating, "The Niagara Falls area is the most
environmentally ccntaminated in North America, and
scientists now believe they have found its toxic
wastes as far away as Toronto and Kingston (Ontario,
Canada) "

December 4, 1980 Niagara Falls Board of Education passed a resolution
to ask E.P.A. and the N Y.S_. Health Department to
investigate allegations of contamination in sewer
system running under LaSalle Senior High School. -

Article in Niagara Gazette revealed how Hooker
Chemical was given permission by NYS DEC to
tamporarily exceed its State Air Quality permit
limitations from its incinerator over a four-month
period in 1979. During this period, Hooker
incinerated dioxin tainted leachate from Love Canal
and later from ancther Hooker dump, the Hyde Park
Landfill,

December 10, 1980 Ecumenical Task Force provided a Christmas Open
House for residents of Love Canal. Approximately
70 children attended and visited with Santa and
Mrs. Claus.

A representative from Citizens Against Dumping
visited the ETF office seeking advice on how to
prevent the development of a disposal site in
Amherst, N.Y.
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December 12, 1981

December 12, 1980

December 17, 1980

December 18, 1980

December 19, 1980

December 20, 1980

Niagara Falls Waste Water Treatment Plant begins
processing sewage for the first time in more than
two years. (Activated carbon beds ruptured at the
plant more than two vears ago, forcing the city

to pump millions of gallons of partially treated
sewage into the river which has 60% of the chemicals
removed with the help and cooperation. of the
pretreatment done by the chemical plants in the
city.)

Love Canal Hameowners' Association announced today
that they will close their present office on
January 15th. , hoping to re—establish at a later
date elsewhere.

Congress refused to pass $3.8 million health
study bill.

Richard Morris named permanent Executive Director
of Love Canal Area Revitalization Agency {LCARA).

ETF Executive Assistant, Dcnna Ogg, attended
Hazardous Waste Management Conference, Albany,

N.Y, = a conference designed to encourage
conversation between government, industry,
environmentalists, (Question: Should not "church"
be a participant in future conferences of this sort
in order to present theological perspective?)

Niagara Falls Camunity Development Department
filed a supplemental grant application for $6.5
million in Federal money for continued Lowve Canal
land acquisition and support.

Sister Margeen gave presentation on Love Canal
to the Naticnal Catholic Disaster Relief Committee
at the O'Hare Inn, Chicago, Illinois,

1980 Editorial in Niagara Gazetie revealed
testimony to the House Cammerce Oversight and
Investigations Committee in Washington this week
which alleged that orgsnized crime is kecoming
involved in the waste-disposal business,

1980 State Department of Environmental Conservation
announced plans to close down the Niagara County
Landfill in the Town of Lockport in cne year. The
27.5 acre landfill has been found to be leaking
toxic chemicals into the water table,

Hooker Chemical has applied for a Federal permit
to burn 200 tons a year of hazardous chemicals from
the Hyde Park Tandfill at its Niagara Falls
incinerator,
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December 21, 1980 Editorial in Niagara Gazette revealed that N.Y.S.

December 22, 1980

Jamary 5,

January 6,

January 6,

January 7,

January 8,

January 9,

January 12, 1981

1981

1981

1981

1981

1981

1981

Health Department and Department of Environmental
Conservation have promised to lock into charges that
leachate from the CBECOS International, Inc. site

at 56th. St. and Pine Avenue poses a health threat
to students at various Niagara Falls schools,

The Niagara Falls City Council has urged to press
Niagara Countv and NYS officials for the creation
of an "oversight committee" to stop the continued
importation of hazardous and toxic wastes into the
area.

Niagara Falls City Council informally agreed to
city participation in an "environmental owversight
ccrmmittee" that would be formed by local governments
and environmental groups in the area.

EPA revealed today they will not issue a statement
as to habitability of Love Canal neighborhocd.
Test results as promised January 1st. will not be
revealed until mid-March.

Eight Notre Dame University students visited ETF
office for orientation to Love Canal as part of their
experiential learning program during their semester
break. They expressed amazement at the problems
faced by persons in neighborhoods potentially

exposed to toxic/hazardous waste disposal. One
student, who will enter medical school in the Fall,
has volunteered to work for the ETF this Summer.

The Environmental Protection Agency issued new rules
requiring every hazardous-waste storage treatment
and disposal facility, regardless of size, to buy
liability insurance, establish trust funds or honds,
and otherwise guarantee their sifes can both be
closed down safely and then regulariy inspected for
30 vears after closure The rules go into effect in
six months.

NYS Envircnmental Commissicner, Robert F. Flacke,
suspends SCA Chemical Waste Services' toxic and
hazardous waste disposal operating permits.

Federal Judge John T. Elfrin issued a tempcrary
restraining order overruling the State Department of
Environmental Conservation's decision to shut down
operations of SCA Chemical Waste Services, Inc.

ETF Executive Board members and staff held the first

of a two-day Annual Evaluation at the Niagara
Institute on Niagara-On-The-Lake, Ontario.
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January 13, 1981 The New York State Enviranmenial Board has voted to
require all owners of hazardous-waste dump sites to
post bonds as insurance that harmful substances will
not leak into the air and ground water after the
dumps are permanently closed Operators of toxic
disposal sites also will ke required to post bonds
againet accidental leakage from operating sites, and
campanies that transport hazardous wastes to the
dumps will have to post bond tO insure against lsaks
along the way to disposal site.

January 13, 1981 LCARA today approved a program to aid renters
moving fram the Love Canal area that includes
relocation expenses and purchase of appliances.

January 15, 1981 Love Ganal Area Revitalization Agency (LCARA)
devoted time at its work session meeting to discuss
the long-range future of the Love Canal area. TRhey
expregssed a degire to revisw data available from
the membars of the ETF Scientific/Technical Advisory
Board, in order to assess whether ETF's advisors
could help LCARA in interpreting test data and
making decisions on future use and habitability of
the area.

ETF accepted second internship for gocial work
student, Ann Druck, from Niagara University during
1980~-81 academic year.

January 20, 1981 Governar Hugh Carey in his budget message recammended
cutting more than $1 5 million fram last year's
appropriations to deal with chemical contamination
at Love Canal. He. also asked for an $80,000
reduction in State assistance to Niagara Falls

January 21, 1981 City Council declined to take part in environmental
oversight committee, as previcusly agreed on
January 5, 1981 Reastn given was that the Council
feared the comnittee might favor programs the city
would object to

Russell Hartzler, Chairman Michigan Interfaith
Disaster Relief Committee and member cf the Church
of The Brethren, visited the ETF office. ETF staff
gave him an orientation on the work of the ETF

and a tour of the Love Canal area.
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Janary -31, ..1931 NYS Assembly Task Force report reiterates:

(1) The U.5 Army pumped 37 million gallons
of radicactive chemical wastes into the
aquifier beneath the Town of Tonawanda,
during work on the World War II Manhattan
Proiject.

(2) Wastes from the Army's TNT plant at the
Lake Ontario Ordnance Works in Niagara
County were nevar fully decontaminated,
creating the possibility of an explosion on
the site. Property now owned by SCA
Chemical Wastes Services, Inc.

(3) The disposal of hazardous waste from Army
and governmant-related chemical production
contributed significantly to the
contamination of Lowe Canal.

February 1, 1981 ETF Executive Board authorized a letter be sent
to Dr. Healy, Superintendent of Lewiston-Forter
School Board offering cur assistance in averting
panic among parents .and students.

ETF Executive Board authorized telegrams to be
sent to our legislators, Governor Carey,
Commissioner Flacke, Lieutepnant Governor Cuomo,
and Attorney General Abrams indicating that ETF
supports halting all new construction at SCA
until potential TNT dangers can be evaluated.

ETF Executive Board authorized telegrams to be
sent to Department of Energy and all Federal
agencles to take immediate appropriate action to
determine whether or not TNT is present and
follow up with immediate appropriate action if it
is present at the former Lake Ontario Ordinance
Works site.

Felruary 3, 1981 Five families refused to send their children
to classes at Lewiston=Porter School because of
their fear of the potential hazard of explosion
at the former LOOW site.

ETF Executive Board accepted with regret the
resignation of Mrs. Donna Ogg from staff, Donna
will continue on voluntary basis to assist ETF
with talks and research.

Febxuary 7, 1981 Rev. James Brewster, ETF Chairman, introduced a
statement at the public hearing on the Hyde Fark
Landfill/Bloody Run Agreement, on behalf of the ETF,
supporting the residents in their claim for
health studies.
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February 9, 1981

February 11, 1981

February 12, 1981

Felruary 14, 1981

Felruary 23, 1981

Felruary 28, 1981

Lewiston Councilman, Alvin Ogg, requested a

re-vote on the Town's resolution accepting the
proposed settlement on the Hyde Park Landfill/Bloody
Run Agreement.,

The Town of Porter Board passed a resolution
supporting a State proposed concept to develop

high technology hazardous waste treatment facilities
in the State outside Niagara and Erie counties.

LCARA voted to seek the advice of the ETF's
Scientific Advisory Board members in determining
habitability of the Love Canal community.

Sister Margeen Hoffmann and Mrs. Barbara Hanna gave
a presentation at LeMoyne College in Syracuse, N.Y.

The U.5. Envirommental Protection Agency released
today that funds for a $1 million project to

scour deadly dioxin from sewer lines in and around
Love Canal have been withdrawn by the U.S, Coast
Guard.

Court of Appeals ruled today that SCA Chemical.
Waste Services, Inc. may discharge treated chemical
wastes into the Niagara River through a five-mile
pipeline across the Town of Porter. Discharge is
not to begin, however, until April 15th. and is
subject to State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) water guality checks.

EPA announced today that environmental test results
from Love Canal will be delayed until the end Of

March .

ETF Executive Board beld the second of its two-day
evaluation at the Niagara Institute on Niagara=-On-
The=Lake, Ontaric.

DEC announced today that close monitoring of toxic
chemicals in the Niagara River will begin. this

Spring.

EPA announced a further delay in test results.
Results now expected in mid-April. '
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March 6, 1981

March 17, 1981

March 12, 1981

ETF today received Amicug Curiae (Friend of The
Court) status for the fortheoming hearings of the
United States of Americs wversus Hooker Chemical and
Plastic Corporation, Hooker Chemical Corporation,
Occidental Petroleum Investment Corporation, and
Occidental Petroleum Corporation.

This AZmicus Curiae status is a Iandmark in the work
of an Interfaith Tssk Force and could be the
beginning of ocur bringing issues of liability,
responsibility and justice tc bear for the first time
in our courts, on the issue of harardous wastes., It
will allow us to bring pertipent information to the
Judge and appraise him of issues, and also raise
guestions that might not otherwise be introduced,

Father Jack Keiffer, 5.70., D.5¢c., P.E., joined the
ETF as a consultant. He will also serve as
coordinator of the ETF Scientific/Technical Advisory
Board and their work for the Love Canal Area
Revitalization Agency.

The Reagan Administracion's revised budget for
fiscal 1982 provides about 20% less money for the
cleanup of hazardous wastes sites (Superfund) than
had been proposed by the Carter Administration in
January .,

Due to an error in Superfund writing, New York State
will not receive credit for the $25 to $30 million
it has spent on the Love Canal cleanup. As a result,
New York will only be able to apply this credit to
future work in Love Canal.

Through the Direct Aid program of the ETF, in
response to the Renters' Asscciation at LaSalle
Development, a city-wide problem of utility overages
in public housing was uncovered. Tnis led to our
advocacy with the Niagara Falls Housing Authority for
leniency in payment feor renters in public housing
and further pursuance of payment for overages
through H.E.A.P. (Heat & Energy Assistance Program)
grant payment to the Niagara Falls Housing Authority.
(As of this date, H.E.A.P. funds have not been paid
to the Housing Authority.)

ETF attorneu, Barbara Morrison, asked Judge Curtin
on behalf of the ETF to Cturn down the drafi now
before him for a 316.5 million-plus contract
running 35 to 38 vears on the Hyde Park Landfill/
Bloody Run.

President Reagan announced the dismissal of EPA
Regional Administrator, Charles S. Warren, head of
the New York City office.
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March

March.

March

March

March

March.

April

14,

19,

20, .

24,

31,

29,

15,

1981

1981

1981

1981

1981

1981

1981

Center for Disease Control (CDC) ordered
the State University of Buffalo Medical

School to close its Niagara Falls office
on March 31st and mothball the records
(see August 5, 1980 entry) because it is
becoming increasingly unlikely Congress
will release $3.8 million for planned
Love Canal health studies,

Environmental Conservation Commissioner,
Robert F. Flacke, announced that New York
State will put a team of inspectors. in
the Buffalo area starting in July to
oversee transportation of hazardous waste
into the Niagara Frontier.

Robin Miller Productions of Bethlehen,
Pennsylvania, spent the day with ETF starff
filming in Love Canal area. for the Presbhy-
terian Synod of the Northeast,

New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation Commissioner, Robert Flacke,
today denied a regquest by CECOS to build
two more Niagara County landfills, but

he allowed the company to expand an. exist-
ing one. CECOS5 was given permission,
however, to reapply for the permits and
would be required to submit a 10-year plan,

Officials for CECOS International, Inc.
requested permission from the Town of
Miagara Board to expand. a present landfill,

Sister Margeen made a presentation to
members.of COperation Clean on how a health
study could be developed,

Mr. John F. Riordan was named today. as
successor to Bruce Davis as President of
the Industrial Chemicals. Group of the
Hooker Chemical Co., Niagara Falls,

Lois Gibbs, President of Love Canal
Homeowners Association, took up.residence
in Washington, D.C.

Niagara Gazette reported that the

Federal Government apparently plans to
reject the City of Niagara Falls applica-
tion for $6.5 million to. finance eight
steps in revitalizing Love Canal area.
(See December 18, 1980 entry).
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April 22, 1981 Mew York State Department of Environmental
Conservation Commissioner, Rcebert Flacke,
denied an expansion permit for SCA Chemical
Waste Services, Comnissioner Flacke said
that befcore the State grants any new
landfill permits, campanies are going to
have to submit 10=year plans showing how
they will shift fram the burial of contaminants
to high-technology destruction.

April 23, 1981 Mr. Masai of Asaki. (main newspaper publication
of Japan and Aileen M. Smith, co-author and
photographer of Minimata visited ETF office
and met with staff and residents re Love Canal
and Hyde Park / Bloody Run situation.

April 25, 1981 Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanna made a
presentation to the Western New York Conference
of the American Lutheran Church in Medina, New York.

April 28, 1981 Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanna made a
presentation to the University of Buffalo
School of Social Work and alse a presentation
to the Niagara Deanery at St. John's
Episcopal Church, Youngstown, New York.

April 30, 1981 Mrs. Janet Osborn and Ms., Fia Scheyer of the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee,
Boston, Mass, visited the ETF's office and met
with members of the Board and Staff regarding the
ETF's objectives and the problems of toxic
and hazardous chemical wastes in Niagara and Erie
County.

The State Power Authority sold 48.7 acres

of land to the City of Niagara.Falls for a
sludge burial site, Sale is contingent upon
approval fram the Federal Envircnmental
Protection Agency and the State Department
of Envircamental Conservation for the city
to bury the sludge from its wastewater
treatment plant in a 28 acre landfill on
the southern end of that property. FPublic
hearings will be held.

May 1, 1981 Niagara Falls Mayor Michael O'Laughlin and
other city leaders visited Washington today
to meet with HUD leaders to push for special
aid to renew Love Canal area. (See April 15,
1981 entry).

HUD agreed to allow the city to rework and
refine their proposal, cutting the dollar
amount and number of priarities,
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May 1, 1981 The Mayor also will have a chance to
redéfine and strengthen his argument that
Love Canal gualifies as a disaster area.

May 4, 1981 Sister Margeen made a presentation to
Lutheran Council in the U.5.A. in Cincinnati.

May 6, 1981 The Federal and State Governments filed
a joint lawsuit against the City of Niagara
Falls to repair its wastewater treatment
plant and to stop discharging polluted
wastewater into the Niagara River.

New York State Senate passed a bill which
will allow municipalities to hire their
own expert to monitor local chemical dumps
or treatment centers at the cost of those
using the facility.

May 7, 1981 Vandalism discovered today to SCA Chemical
Waste Services, Inc.'s S5-mile_waste-
discharge pipeline which was to begin
tomorrow to discharge the first of some
7 million gallons of detoxified chemical
wastes into the Niagara River. Damage
estimated at $50,000 caused by holes
punched in the pipeline,

May. 11, 1981 Arson is blamed for two fires at two
vacated Love Canal homes .

May 13, 1981 CECOS International Inc. and Rochester
Gas and Electric Co. announced plans to
build a sprawling chemical-waste disposal
and treatment complex on. the. shores. of
Lake Ontario between Rochester and Syracuse.

May 14, 1981 The LCARA -voted to call on the state to
remove the green fence that surrounds the
Love Canal site and to democlish the first
two rings of homes:

In what was described as a "vote of
confidence for the area", the Executive
Director of the Love Canal Area Revitalization
Agency (LCARA) ,Richard Morris, announced

plans. to purchase a home in the Love Canal
neighborhood.

May 15, 1981 Contract was signed between ETF and LCARA

for consulting services by ETF Scientific/
Technical Advisory Board on EPA test results.
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May 17, 1981 Sister Margeen with Stan Wirsig, Environmental
Management Councilil, gave a presentation
in the Emmanuel United Methodist Church, Lockport
concerning "The Human Aspects of Environmental
Froblems".

May 19, 1981 The Niagara County Legislature agreed to
ask State and Niagara Falls officials to
include homeowners on Deuro Drive, Mueller
Court and Brookhaven Drive in state
legislation that awarded others in the
designated. Love Canal area county, city
and school tax rebates. Their motion
also asks the MNiagara Falls City Assessor
to review property assessments on the
three streets on the northeastern edge
of the Love Canal. (The three streets
were excluded in the Emergency Declaration)

ETF Executive EBoard voted to send a
communication to Richard Morris, Executive
Director of Love Canal Area Revitalization
Agency, advising him that his intended move
into the Love Canal neighborhood was
thought to be premature until habitability
is established., At this point, adeguate
data iIs not available to declare the
neighborhood habitable.

May 20, 1981 United Cerebral Palsy Association and
the Association for Retarded Children
announced plans to enter into a joint
contract to do lawn cutting and maintenance
in the Love Canal neighborhood for LCARA.

May 22, 1981 Sister Margeen attended a Press Conference
at 0il and Cchemical Workers Union where
Assemblyman Joseph Pillittere distributed
the PRight=to=Know Billl

May 27, 1981 Sister Margeen, Roger Cook, Diane Sheley,
met with Mr, Tom Glair of Association
for Retarded Children and Mr. Joseph
Mineo of the lUnited Cerebral Palsy
Association re the advisability of accepting
& contract for lawn maintenance.at Love Canal.

May 29, 1981 City of Niagara Falls submitted a revised
proposal to HUD for aid for Love Canal
in the amount of $780,000. (See May 1,
1981 entry) .
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June 2, 1981

June 3, 1981

June 5, 1981

June 10, 1981

June 11, 1981

ETF sent an urgent teiegram to Governor Hugh
Carey, Senator Dani=i! Moynihan, Senator Alfonse
D'Amato, Congressman John LaFalce, Senator

John Daly, Assembluyman Matthew Murphy and
Assemblyman Joseph T. Pillittere, reguesting
an Immediate release of the EPA air, scoil and
ground water testing of Love Canal,

Sister Margeen and Sister Joan Malone taped
a television program for Person to Perscn,
Channel 29.

Love Canal residents temporarily located at
Falcan Manor were notified by the Love Canal
Area Revitalization Agency that they mast
vacate the premises by June 30, 1981.

Rev. James Brewster and Sister Margeen met
with Mayor Michael ©O'Laughliin, as directed

by the Executive Board, to discuss the lack of
adeguate low income housing available for
tenants of Love Canal.

Congress has wvoted to approve $950,000 to
carry out an alridged version of the 53 8.
millicn Love Canal health. study.

Richard Morris, Executive Director of the
Love Canal Area Revitalization Agency ,
announced plans to move into a house in
Love Canal on July 1, 1981,

A General Meeting of the ETF was held at
First United Methodist Church in Niagara Falls.

ETF Executive Board accepts with regret
the resignation of Rev. Bruce Stearns.

An apparent second act of sabotage an the
SCA Chemical Wastes Services Inc.. pipeline
was discovered today. (See May 7, 1981 entry).

Mr. Paul Argenti and Ms. Eva Lind Schetecter
of Amos Tuck Business Scheol, Dartmouth,
Hanover, New Hampshire, visited the ETF
office for orientation on Love Canal and
Hyde Park/Bloody Fun., Mr, Argenti will
prepare a case study for the Business School,

The CBS News Magazine. "60 Mimites", came to
the Niagara Falls area to do a program on
pollution in the Nisgara River.
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June 11, 1981

June 12, 1981

June 15, 1981

June 18, 1981

June 22, 1981

June 23, 1981

State Health Officials released results of
a study they conducted at the Love Canal
which shows that residents there faced a
higher occurrence of lung cancer than in
average neighborhocds nationally -

The Western New York Conference of the United
Methodist Church voted today to abandon the
Wesley. United Methodist Church im Love Canal
as of July 1, 1981.

Almost three years after the first applications
were filed, SCA Chemical Services Inc. Opened
the valves today, releasing the first liquids
through its controversial chemical waste
pipeline

The Canadian research ship, the Advent, was in
the lower Niagara River to monitor the river

discharge.

Of special concern to Canadians is the ability
of wastes to dilute with river water before
reaching drinking water intakes at Niagara-
OCn-The-Lake, Ontario.

Aquatic biologists from the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation were
also on hand with a mobile laboratory to momitor
the taxicity of the discharge

Congressman John LaFalce replied to EIF telegram
asking for EPA test results in Love Canal.

(See June 2, 1981 entry). "... It now appears
as if the environmental assessment will not be
released until mid-summer at the earliest.

I consider the long delay in releasing their
report unconscionable "

At the reguest of Mayor Michael O'Laughlin, and
responding to the relocation needs of the large
low=income families in Love Canal, the ETF
presented a housing study to the Niagara Falls
City Council. The iImpact of this study was
acceptance of twelve substantially rehabilitated
units of scattered site housing. His housing
will allow large families, who now feel trapped
at Love Canal to relocate.

ETF Board member, Sister Joan Malcone, OSF, was
keynote speaker and Barbara Hanna, ETF Administrative
Assistant, participated on a2 panel discussion for

the General Assembly of the Sisters of Saint Joseph
in Buffaleo, New York.
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June 26, 1981

June 28, 1981

July 1, 1981

July 2 ] 1981

July 4, 1981

July 8, 1381

July 11, 1981

July 16, 1981

City of Niagara Falls application for federal
money to help renovate the Love Canal area;
under HUD's community development program, .
was denied, (See April 15, 1981 entry).

ETF Board members and Staff attended the closing
"celebration™ service at Wesley United Methodist
Church. Wesley members “celebrated® the past
opportunity of their ministry and the on=-going
ministry of their members as they join other
churches in the area. (5See June 12, 1581 entry).

The ETF filed a joinv Amici Curiae brief with
Pollution Probe of Toronto, Ontario and Operation
Clean-Niagara, with Federal Judge John T. Curtin,
stating the proposed settlement agreement for
Hyde Park Landfill is fundamentally defective
and unable to accomplish its Intended purpose

of providing protection for human health and
environment. (See March &, 1981 entry).

The State Department of Envircnmental Conservation
applied for a $1 million grant from the U.S.
EPA to huild a pilot plant, possibly on the
Niagara Frantier, to treat wastes from Love Canal,

Three citizen representatives on the Love Canal
Area Revitalization Agency protest move by Richard
Morris into Love Canal house. They contend
Morris should have waited until EPA test results
were made public,

Local industry accidently discharges large
quantities of Phenol into the Niagara River,

ETF issues press release stating its support of
the position that neither the LCARA agency
director nor anycone elise should move into the
Love Canal neighborhcod until scientific and
technical evidence indicates such a move does
not jeopardize health, safety or welfare of
individuals,

Results of DEC testing at LaSalle Senior High
School shows no particular problem (see December
4, 1980 entry).

The EPA announced it will spend $4 million in

"Superfund” money for a major sewer and creek
¢leanup project at Love Canal.
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July 17, 1981

July 21, 1981

July 25, 1981

July 28, 1981

RAucust 5, 1981

August 6, 1981

Members of ETF Execuilve Board attend mesting at
John's Hotel Niagara held by New York State
Attorney General‘'s office relative to negotiation
proceedings between the United States of America.-.
and the State of New York against Hooker Chemicals
& Plastics Corp., Hooker Chemical Corporation,
Occlidental Petroleam Investment Corporaticn,
Occidental Petroieum Corporation, and the City of
Niagara Falls, New York, dealing with the

S=Area Landrili, Marsha Cleveland of the Attorney
Generalfs office stated that, "Western New York is
designated as & sacrifice area for corporate
health".

CECOS International Inc. given permission by DEC
t0 proceed with construction of two new landfill
sites for toxic chemical wastes at its 100-acre

Town of Niagara site. (See March 20,1981 entry).

ETF played host to 12 college students and 3
professors from 5t, Lawrence University in Canton,N.Y.
Five former Love Canal residents assisted

Sr. Margeen in relating the Love Canal events.

Sister Margeen presented statement at OSHA/
Clean Air Coalition press conference at Tifft Farms
supporting Clean Air Act.

In response *to Amici Brief of ETF (see July 1,1981
entry), Hocker Chemicals & Plastics Corporation
stated in a Brief filed with Judge Curtin: "That
plan cannot be taken seriously, and Hooker will
not be voluntarily associated with any remedial
effort which incliudes such a plan . ¥

Niagara Gazette article quctes Maycr O'Laughlin,
et oF Tors Caval Mok evitalizabics hebnot;
as saying LCABA can no longer wait for the federal
government to release its long-delayed report on
envircomental conditions in the Love Canal area and
will begin its renewal planning this month,

Mr, O'Laughlin said he envisions the Love Canal
area eventually returning to its previous status,

a generally residential area consisting mainly

of single-=family hames,

Federal Judge John Curtin anncunced his decision
to schedule a public hearing to air the terms of a
proposed settlement in the Hyde Park Landfill
lawsuits.



August 6, 1981

August 8, 1981

Eagust 23-25, 1981

August 29, 1981

September 3, 1981

September 4, 1981

September 8, 1981

The State University of Buffalo Medical School
sought $1 million fram the federal government to
maintain a long-term watch on the health of
Love Canal residents, hbut it disclosed today that
the bid was rejected,

EPA representatives, Kenneth Stcoeller and Dr.
John Deegan, announced at a~Love Canal Area
Revitalization Agency meeting that a §4 million
Superfund=-sponscred clean-up of sanitary and
storm sewers, Black Creek and Bergholtz Creek,
in the Love Canal area will begin in the spring
of 1982, The entire program will take two to
three years to camplete. (See July 16, 1981
entry) .

Niagara Gazette reported that excavation inside
Tﬁ%EIEEmgaﬁ;ﬂMdCEraMEE,Jhc‘rﬁs.hxitnije
discovery of chemical migration from Hyde Park
Landfill to the north. Robert Matthews, City
Utilities Director, theorized that wastes fram
the landfill were entering the city sewers through
the TAM sewer system.

Sister Margeen participated in the North Smithfield
Ecology Festival in North Smithfield, Rhode Island.

ETF Executive Board votes to assume Intervenor
Status In the S=-Area suit,

DEC announced that faced with legislative and federal
aid cutbacks it has scrapped its program to clean up
scores of abandoned toxic waste sites in Erie

and Niagara counties, Dropping of the hazardous-
waste program cames at a time when the state has
identified 150 sites within 3 miles of the

Niagara River which potentially could be contributing
to toxic contamination of the international waterway.

Ms. Ann Druck and Mr., Vincent Scherber, students
in the Niagara University School of Social Work,
began theilr field placement with ETF.

Niagara Gazette reports seven tons of formaldehyde
was accidently discharged into the Niagara River

by an. area industry, Formaldehyde, usually sold in
liquid form blended with methanol - is considered

a "moderately dangercus" fungicide that is suspected
carcinogenic accarding to industry experts.,

ETF accepted with pleasure, Father Joseph Levesgue,

Dean of Studieg at Niagara University, as an at-large
member of the ETF Executive Board.
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September 9, 1981 Hearings commenced in Federal Court on the
proposed agreement between the U.S. Justice
Department and Hocker Chemicals and Plastics Corp..,
relative to Hyde Park Landfill/Bloody Run
(See August 6, 1981 entry).

September 15, 1981 AS we go to press:

The hearings on the proposed settlement agreement
between U.S. Justice Department and Hocker
Chemicals and Plastic Corporation will continue
Cctober 1,2,5 and 6th.in U.S. District Court
befaore Judge Curtin.

The EPA test results in the Love Canal area are
still not available.

"In adopting SEQR (State Environmental Quality Rewview Act),
it was the Legislature's intention that all agencies conduct their
affairs with an awareness that they are stewards of the air, water,
land, and living resources, and that they have an obligation to
protect the environment for the use and enjoyment of this and

all future generations."
Part 617, Adopted Sept. 1, 1978

SEQR Amendment, Dec. 12, 1978

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
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hronotoag
1981~ 1984

So i1f we sell our land,

love it as we've loved it.

Care for it as we've cared for it.

Hold in your mind
the memory of the land as it is when yos take it.

And with all your strength, with all ynurlﬂﬁd_
with all your heart, preserve it for ueer children
and love it---as God loves us all.

Chief Seattle = 1854

At a tribal assembly

in western Washington

where Indian and governsesal
representatlves were preparing
to sign land treaties.



September

September

September

September
September

September

Events
NDazargous

CHRONDLOGY OF EVENTS - PART 111

service

nignlightea

integral to the problems of chemical and
wastes in the Ecumenical Task Force
area ang the ETF's response are
in the following chronology. 0

History of Disaster — Chronoclogy of Events"™ from
1836 to September 15, 1981 is summarized in tne

1-F

23,

27,
29,

29,

1381

1981

1981

1981-
1981

1981

Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanma gave a
presentation to the Contemporary
Environmental Issues class at Niagara
County Community College.

The federal government anmnournced 1t will
conguct a limited study of present and
Tormer Love Canal residents in an effort
to determine whether the landfill had an
agverse effect on the resicents? health.
ELI.UQE'E cutbacks prohiblt the much morre
comprehensive St ucy promised i8 months
afC.

Five students from Sweden visited the ETF
office for orientation and discussion of
the hazardous and toxic chemical
environmental problems on the Niagara
Frontier.

ETF sponsored a National Consultation,
"Perspectives On A Long-Term Disaster."
Attendees were national
Judicatory/Diocesan personnel.

The Love Canal area Revitalization Agency
(LCARA) named six members of a proposed
12-member advisory committee that will
recommend what improvements should be

made to the Love Canal neighborhood if the
area is determined to be safe.



October 5,

October &,

Octoper 12,

October 16,

October 21,

1381

1981

1981

1981

1281

E. Grant Anderson presented testimony for
Amici at Hyde Park hearings. Mr.
Anderson, a hydrogeologist, stated that
chemicals from the landfill had leaked

through the gorge wall {approximately

c, 000 feet from the landfill) into the

Niagara River. This conflicts with other
witnesses presented by state and federal
attorneys, who insisted there was no

evidence of contamination along the gorge
wall.

Final day of testimony in the Hyde Park
Hearings.

New York Public Interest Research Group
INYPIRG) released a report entitled "The
Ravaged River" in which 1t charged that
state and federal agencies are permitting
industries and municipalities to dump SQ@
million pgallons of toxic chemicals 1nto
the Niagara River dailly, posing a "serious
tnreat to public health.”

ETF Attorney, Barbara Morrison, petitioned
Judge Curtin to force the Hooker Chemical
and Plastic Corp. to trial in the Hyde
Park landfill case even if it means five
or aix years of litigation. Morrison
contended that the settlement agreement as
it stands would free Hooker from future
suit in return for a cleanup that would
ot reach the dangerous toxics that are
entering the Niagara River 150 feet below
the rochk strata where Hooker can end its
tests.

State and Federal attorneys promised to
begin an immediate testing program in the
NMiagara River gorge below the Hyde Park
landfill. (See February 28, 1982 entry.)

March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation

has issued suggested guidel ines for
studies of health problems associated with
disasters like those at Love Canal. The

book i1is dedicated to "the residents, past
and present, of the Love Canal of New York
State,"” and is entitled, Lest You Think It

Sister Margeen gave a presenttion at a
Niagara University School of Social Work
Seminar.



October 27,

Cetober 28,

MNOvEembDer

mNovY Ember

November

Movember

Mowvember

MNovember

MNovember

ER

11,

17,

19,

="

e,

1981

1981

19281

1981

1981

1981

1981

1981

1981

Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta
announced it will conduct a %$400@,020 study
on a small number of Love Canal residents
and former residents to see if exposure to
chemicals can be linked to genetic damage.

Two employees of New York Telephone filed
grievances when they refused to work at
Love Canal. Both employees stated they
got headaches, their eyes becawe irritated
and they developed rashes while working in
the eight—foot—deep trench immediately
outside the fenced—-in portion of Love
Canal between 97th. and 99th. Streets
along Frontier Avenue.

MNiagara Gazette revealed that the
Executive Director of the Love Canal Area
Revitalization Agency signed a legal
dgocument which removes the right of the
Morris Family to sue the agency for any
health problems or property loss "which
may arise because of chemical
contamination. "

ETF Executive Board and Staff participated
in a full day planning session to develop
goals and objectives for 1982.

The first progress report on the review of
available Love Canal documents by the ETF,
under terms of their contract with the
Love Canal Area Revitalization Agency, was
presented to members of LCARA.

Sister Marpgeen gave presentation to
Southshore Rotary Club, Blasdell, N.Y.

Rev. James Brewster, Sister Margeen, and
Barbara Harmna gave a presentation to the
Board of Buffalo Area Metropolitan
Ministries (BAMM).

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
plans to construct an impermeable concrete
wall around the Love Canal.

ETF Executive Board accepted the
resignation of Elizabeth Watts a5
Executive Secretary. Elizabeth and her
husband, Admiral, will take up residence
in Reynoldsburg, DOhio.



December 12,

December &,

December 3,

December &,

1981

1981

1281

1981

i1t was disclosed today that David Twedell,
EPA witrness, testifying on hydrogeclogy
and the effects of pground—-water flow,
misrepresented his academic creditials to

the court in the Hyde Park hearings. In
an affidavit submitted to the court,
Twedell stated he had a Bachelor of

Science degree and Doctoral degree in
geciogy from the University of Houston in
Clear LaWe, Texas; whereas official
records of the Umniversity ingdicate that he
received a Bachelor of Arts degres 1in
ohysical science only.

Attorneys for the Department of Justice
and the EPR reguested that thne testimony
of David Twedell be withdrawn from

consideration because "Twedell’s testimony
was not essential to approval of the

agreement. " ETF attorney, Barbara
Morrison, objected to the motion since
Twedell wWas the only witness on

hydrogeclogy for the government.

Patricia Brown Jjoined the staff of ETF as
Executive Secretary.

G. Thoma= Martin read an ETF Executive
Board statement at the opening of SCA
public hearings in Youngstown, N. Y.

The Rev. Buy Peek, Sister Marpgeen, and
Barbara Harma met with the funding
committee of the Episcopal Ventures In
Faith fund at the Diocesan House in
Buffalo, N.Y. As a result of the meeting,
Ventures in Faith granted %$6,000 in
support of ETF endeavors.

Courier Express repeorted that  David
Twedell, a governmental witness under
federal investigation for allegcedly
falsifying his academic credentials 1is
the same man who supervised the
installation of 20 to 3@ percent of the
environmental monitoring wells at Love

Canal.

Students from a Norwegian Folk School
visitad the ETF office. They stayved in
the area for approximately two weeks and
visited ETF several times as they sought
data on the hazardous and toxic chemical
environmental problems of the area.



December ==, 1581

January 13, 13982

January 22, 1982

January 29, 1982

February 17, 1982

February 18, 1982

February =8, 1382

Niagara Gazette reported that Mirex has
been detected in dust collected at the
Tam Ceramics Inc. building adjacent to
the Hyde Fark landfill. Also, Tam has
beenn required to carefully monitor and
clean its sewer lines because the system
has been infiltrated by migrating Hooker
chemicals. Those chemicals cannot be
properly treated at the city’s ailing

semwage treatment plant.

Sister Margeen pgave a presentation to
Immaculata High School students in
Hamburyg, New Yorh.

Mrs. Terri Mudd, Sister Margeen, Barbara
Hanna, and Pat Brown pave a presentation
to the S5t. Catherines Diocesan Council of
the Catholic Women's League of Canada at
St. Thomas More Roman Catholic Church in
Niagara Falls, Ontario.

Rev. James Brewster, Father Jack Kieffer,
and Sister Margeen met with Mayor
0'Laughlin, Chairman of the Love Canal
Area Revitalization Agency, to discuss
timeframes and procedures for evaluation
of EPA Love Canal Environmental Monitoring
Study when it is released.

Attorney Gereral Abrams today filed a €208
million suit against Hookerd Chemical and

FPlastics Corp. charging "that the
mishandling of toxic chemicals at the
Buffalo Avenue chemical plant has

contaminated the Niagara River."

Lois Gibbs movie aired in our area,
entitled: "lLois Gibbs and the Love
Canal".

Sister Margeen, Barbara Hanmna, and Vince
Scherber pgpave a presentation at Niagara
County Community College.

L 8. Justice Department confirmed the
presence of chemical contamination in the
Niagara River gorge below the Hyde FPark
landfill. Testing was done on October 16,
1981 as promised during the hearings in

federal court before Judge Curtin.
Contamination was also detected 7,000 feet
north of the landfill.



March 1, 13982 Miagara Gazette reports that New York
State attorneys have agreed to bpegin
negotiations aimed at settling the S-Rrea
F2O® million suit filed January 29, 1981

against the Hooker Chemicals and Plastics

Corp.

marcn &, 1982 “Team Building" retreat was held by ETF
Board and Staff at Stella Niagara.

March 18, 1982 General Task Force meeting was held at ETF
office.

March 3@, 1982 U. S. District Judge John Ta Curtin

approved the cleanup plan for the Hyde
Park landfill.

April 13, 1982 Barbara Hanna, Pat Brown, and Roger Cook
gave a presentation to St. Paul's Chippawa
United Church women in Niagara Falls,
Ont.

April Z@&, 1982 Sister Margeen and Barbara Harma attended
workshop in Cleveland, Ohio sponsored by
Ereat Lakes Tomorrow.

April 21, 13982 Sister Margeen, Barbara Harma, and Pat
Brown pave presentation to class from
Niagara County Community College at
Lockport Senior High School.

Rpril 22, 1982 ETF received a telephone call from Mrs.
Colleen Iybala requesting help for the
citizens living near the Hooker Durez
plant in North Tonawanda. Dioxin had been
discovered in a storm sewer Just outside
the plant property and is suspected to be
leaching from the plant site. Mrs. ZIvbala
also reported a March 1982 chlorobenzene
spill in the area.



April 23, 19882 Sister Margeen, Barbara Harmna, and Vincent
Scherber of ETF visited the Zybala home
and met with several residents and Mayor
Betty Hoffman of North Tonawanda. ETF
of fered to the groupss organizing
assistance, help with sampling and/or
technical advice, legal advice if the
citizens wanted to invite the ETF attorney
to help them, clergy presence and a place
to meet in a church in the North Tonawanda
area, and clergy and other professional
counsel ing when needed.

An evening meeting was held with concerned
residents of North Tonawanda, Sister
Margeen, Barbara Hamma, Rev. Dr. James
Brewster, President of ETF Board of
Directors, and ETF attorney Barbara
Morrison. A= a result of this meeting,
the residents formed the Durez Area
Residents Association (DARA) and planned
to set up a temporary office at the ETF
facility.

ARpril 28, 13982 ETF Board Memberas and Staff participated
in Western New York Conference American
Lutheran Church DSMA at Stella Niagara.

May 1, 198z ETF Board Members and Staffr gave
presentation at American Lutheran Church
convention at the Niagara Falls

International Convention Center.

may &, 198& Hooker agrees to purchase the nine homes
surrounding the Hyde Park landfill.
Purchase offers will be made within 128
days and property owners will have &8 days
to decide on the offery, with the closing
to take place within 9@ days after
acceptance. Hooker said the purchase offer
"nmlus 1@ percent for contingencies" would
be based on a Fair Market Value to be
established by independent appraisers. The
company Ssaid there would be no reduction
in wvalues simply because the homes are
near the landfill.

mMay 8, 1982 ETF Board Members and Staff attended a
public forum, arranged by the Durez Area
Residents Association, with Federal,

State, and leocal officials on what has
been and will be done to remedy the
potential danger to the safety and health
of the Durez area of North Tonawanda.



may 21,

May Z2b,

June 7,

June 17,

1982

1382

1982

1982

Hooker (Durez) refused to sign a consent
order Tor testing with New York State
because they felt that a stipulation
inserted by Health Commissioner Axelrod
was "premature and unwarranted®. That
stipulation would have required Hooker to
engage a consultant to prepare a plan to
collect information that would identify
arny possible exposure, risks of health
effects resulting from off-site migration
of chemicals.

DEC Commissioner Flacke ordered an
enforcement hearing to compel Hooker to
sign the consent orager.

Hooker contengded that dioxin found in
storm sewers did not come from Hooker
Durez waste dumps but from flyash storage
sites.

Sister Margeen addressed the St.
Catharines Diocesan Council, the Catholic
Women's League of Canada, in MNiagara

Falls, Ontario, Canada.

Rev. Richard Donoughue made presentation
at Lutheran Church of America Convention,
Cazanovia, N.Y.

Antioch College students from Ohio visited
ETF office.

The first of 227 Love Canal homes is
demol ished. The bulldozers piled the
debris in its basement and then the heole
was covered with a clay cap.

Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanma pgave
presentation to Sth. grade students at
Errick Road School, Town of Wheatfield,
New York.



June 21,

July 9,

July 12,

1982

1982

1382

Nine families near the Hyde Park landfill

vreceived an offer for appraisal and
purchase of their homes from Hoorer
Chemicals and FPlastics Corp. In their
letter, Hooker stated, “"The ({(purchase)

offer will provide, if accepted, that you
release any claims against Hooker for any
property loss or damage relating to the
Hyae Park larnaofill.”

Nine Sisters of St. Francis from
Rochester, Minnesota, visited the ETF
office.

The DEC found dioxin at levels of 71 parts
per trillionmn in a storm sewer on Wilson
Ave. north of the Durez plant site. DEC
was surprised to find dioxin north, since
it believed water flowed in a southerly
girection from plant property. Hooker
cont ended the DEC consultant?s dioxin
analysis had been done improperly.

g total of eight workers involved in the
cleanup of the Love Canal suffered skin
gisorders, according to an internal State
Health Department document obtained by the
Niagara Gazette.

New York State Attorney General Robert
Abrams revealed state test results of two
now vacant Love Canal homes (irmer ringl.
These tests revealed the first documented
proof that dioxin had migrated into canal

area homes. Dioxin was detected at 17.:2
parts per million. In addition to dioxin,
scientists discovered other dangerous

chemicals, including C-5&, lindane and
trichlorophencl in soil and water samples
collected throughout the neighborhood.



July 14, 1982

July =8, 1982

August 18, 1982

September 135,

198

EPA report on Love Canal released. The
report concluded:

Habitability: Most of the Love Carnal
neighborhood beyond the first twoe rings of
homes is free of significant contamination
arnd can be revitalized with little fear

for safety of residents.

Extent of Migration: Test confirmed high
dioxin levels in irnmer ring homes on 97th.
and 99th. Streets, but there is no

contamination in outer ring area.

Effectiveness of Remedizl Efforts: The
1978-75 remedial program to seal the dump
with clay cap and trap leaking chemicals
in a darainage system has effectively

stopped chemical migration.

Future  Remedial Work: The EPA  has
announced plans to clean area sewers and
the Blachk and Bergholtz Creeks as
recommended in the report to ensure
safety. Federal "superfund" money will be
used for the cleanup.

St. Lawrence University students visited
ETF office.

The EPA noted Durez is among 1 of 135 major
dischargers along the Niagara River and
that Durez discharges are above acceptable
levels. The EPA is assisting the New York
State DEC in developing permits to control
liguid discharpges.

ETF made a presentation to the Love Canal
Area Revitalization Agency calling for
more independent scientific review of the
EPA report and requested the agency to
open public hearings and acknowledge
clearly its responsibility. Short of
that, the ETF announced it had no other
recourse but to advise church members in
Western New York not to move into the

Love Canal area.

Charging that the Love Canal Area

Revitalization Agency Board had been
illegally reorganized to prevent citizens'
representatives from abjecting to

policies, William Waggoner resigned from
the Boarda.



September 16, 1382 The Niagara Falls Board of Education voted
to deny the state permission to demclish

the 99th. Street School. Niagara
Gazette reports that according to a
resolution passed by the Board of
Educat iorn, "the Board cannot Justify

granting permission to demolish the school
without adequate compensation.”™

September 3@, 19&2 it was announced that the NYS5 Attorney
General plans tc file a multimillion—
dollar lawsuit against Hooker Chemicals
and Plastics Corporation to force a toxic
chemical cleanup and containment project
at its Durez Division plant.

October 4, 1982 Sister Margeen talked to Governor Carey's
aide, Hernry Williams, to inquire about
Carey's position on the Durez situation.
Mr. Williams indicated he was unaware of
any problems at Durez.

New York State Attorney General Robert
Abrams told Governor Carey today that the
state should not adopt a policy
encouraging “revitalization" of the Love
Canal area, fTor fear of contributing to a
"second Love Canal at Love Canal.™

October 7, 1982 The first phase of work under the Hyde
Park Settlement Agreement commenced.

October 16, 1982 Dr. James Dunlop blames remedial activity
at the Hyde Park landfill as cause of 14—
year—-old girl's medical problems. In a
letter to Attorney Lewis Steel, Dr. Dunlop
stated, "1t appears to me that ((her)

symtoms are caused by chemical fumes
emanating from the Hyde Park landfill."™

Colleen Iybala of DARA and an ETF Board
Member Roger Cook spoke at New York
State Sociological Association meetings
on the Durez situation.

October 17, 1982 Attorney Lewis Steele requests the State
Health Department to begin air monitoring
in the area of the Hyde Park landfill
immediately because of reported resident
health problems.

October 28, 1982 Sister Margeen, Barbara Harma, and Pat
Brown attend Conference on Health Hazards
of Synthetics in Albany, N. Y.



October 22, 1982 Colleen Zybala of DARA and an ETF Board
Member spoke briefly to Dr. Barry Commoner
about the Durez problem, in Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada.

October 235, 1982 The DEC and DOH held a meeting in Buffalo
with Durez Area Residents. R number of
residents had complained that strong,

often irritating, odors (attributed to the
Durez facility) were frequently present in
the neighborhood, especially early in the
morriirg. State officials said they would
try to make air monitoring tubes
avalilable.

October 28, 1382 As reported in the Niagara Gazette,
New York State has acquired a temporary
land easement which allows access to the
area of the Love LCanal where the S9th.
Street School is located, so workers can

execute a chemical cleanup plan. The

cleanup includes demolition of the
school.

October 29, 1982 Sister Margeen gave presentation to
Episcopal Convention, St. Paul's

Cathedral, Buffalo.

November 3, 1382 The Love Canal Area Revitalizaiton RAgency
voted to ask the City Housing Authority
and the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urbam Development to rehabilitate the
LaSalle Development housing area. Mayor
0 Laughlin, Chairman of the Rgency,
estimated the cost would be approximately
$2 million to renovate the housing units
which have been vacant for about two
YEArs.

November &, 1982 Sister Margeen, Rev. Brewster, and Roger
Cook gave presentation and bus tour to
United Church of Christ Board for Homeland
Ministries.



November 11,

MNOvwEmber

MNovember

November

Movember

12,

14,

15,

17,

1382

138

1982

198

1982

About 25 Durez residents and ETF members
attended a meeting with Niagara County
health officials. Residents were given
Jars of phenol and formaldehyde to smell
in order to be able to pinpoint odors

they had been detecting in the
neighborhood. A health official stated
that the real problems in the neighborhood
occurred in past years when air was highly
contaminated and those problems would be
manifested in the future (especially 1n
children). He also indicated that the
Niagara County Health Department ceased
monitoring ambient air in the area in 1958@
(due to lack of funds) even though DEC
found evidence of highly toxic and
carcinogenic chemical stack emissions from
Durez in 1978 and 1979.

The United Church of Christ Board of
Homeland Ministries urged all religious
groups to Jjoin them in urging the State to
conduct full and complete hearings on
habitability of Love Canal.

Mr. Harl Sturtevant, a 64 year old Love
Canal resident and retired engineer, has
been appointed to fill the vacancy created
by William Waggoner on the Love Canal Area
Revitalization Agency.

Residents of Deuro Drive and Mueller Court
immediately adjacent to the Love Canal
Declaration Area werg awarded a 25%
reduction in 1982 tax assessments.

DARA members and their attorney met with
Attorney General Robert ARbrams who stated
his office was giving full attention to
the Durez case.

Hooker officials held a meeting with Durez
residents, ETF members, and local
officials, at which they denied any
responsibility for dioxin found off site
of plant property. Company officials
would not indicate how much dioxin is on
site (it’s part of the public record"”) and
critized the attorney General for taking
an adversarial position.



November 18, 138

November 27, 1982

December 7, 1982

December 16, 13982

December 20, 1982

December 21, 198

January 3, 1983

Sister Margeen, Barbara Harma, and Pat
Brown pgave presentation to 5t. Peter's
Home and School Association, Lewiston, New
York, on Lake Ontario Ordinance Works
site.

Federal Judge Jonn T. Curtin ruled that
Hooker Chemicals and Plastics Corp. may
continue to drill wells to trace possible
leaks from the Hyde Park landfill without
starting air tests for toxic releases.

Colleen Zybala of DRARAR and an ETF
representative met with M-. Walter Hang
from NYPIRG (New York Public Interest
Research Group).

Buffalo News reports that State Rttorney
Gerieral Robert Abrams has advised the Love
Canal Area Revitalization Agency to
conduct public hearings and a full study
of the envirornmental impact of resettling

homes around Love Canal.

Ecumencial Task Force also called for an
independent peer review of data and
conclusions of the EPA Love Canal report
and public hearings to be held in Niagara
Falls.

College Heights Homeowners Association
filed a motion in Federal Court to force
Hooker to purchase their properties
without restrictions on further legal
action. (See June 21, 1982 entry.)

Mmaurice D. Hinchey, Chairman of the New
York State RAssembly Environmental
Conservation Committee armnounced he will
conduct hearings on the Love Canal EPA
report on February 17, 1983..

Members of the Ecumenical Task Force, via
special invitation, attended the
inauguration of New York State Attorney
Gerneral Robert Abrams.



January 9, 1383 Buffalo News reports that Senators

Al fonse D' Amato and Daniel Patrick
Moynihan have requested the 0Office of
Technology Assessment to comment on  the
validity of earlier administration reports
on the habitability issue of Love Canal.
The Senators also asked the Office to
determine whether remedial work at Love
Carnal is being done properly. This report
is expected to be released in May.

January 11, 1983 ETF Board and Staff held an Evaluation Day
to determine policy and objectives for
coming year, at St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church, Niagara Falls.

Jarivary 15, 1983 Niagara Gazette reports discovery of

migrating underground chemicals 2, 202
feet south of the Hyde Park landfill.

January &b, 1983 Officials of the State Health Department,
the State Department of Environmental
Conservation and the Federal Environmental
Protection Agency met at Niagara
University to discuss the cleanup project
at the Hyde Park landfill with residents
and students.

February 17,1983 Maurice D. Hinchey, Chairman of the
Assembly Committese on Ervironmental
Conservation =said the 400 vacant homes at
Love Canal "should be condemmed and no one
allowed to move back into the area®.

Testimony of Dr. Richard Cook, ETF

Scientific Rdvisory Board Member,
countered that of Dr. Richart T. Dewling,
EPA Deputy Administrator. Dr. Dewling
proposed that resettlement of Love Canal
could start immediately on a limited
basis, with the caution that work proceed

gquickly on remedial action and long-term
monitoring to ensure the health and safety
of rnew residents. Dr. Cook, an Associate

Professor of Chemistry at Halamazoo
College, stated that a study of thae EPA
report convinced him that no conclusions
about the long—term migration of chemicals
into the outer rings can be made on the

basis of the study and that no conclusions
can be drawn about health effects.



February 22, 1983 Mr. David Lees, a reporter from Quest
Magazine, Toronto, Ontario, spent two
days in the ETF office to gather
information, speak with residents, and
visit the sites.

February 24, 1983 Mr. PRAllen Levy, a reporter from St.
Louis, Missouri, wvisited the ETF office
to become acquainted with the Love Canal
situation and compare it to the recently
discovered site in Times Beach, Missouri.

March 3, 1983 Az a result of noxious vapors escaping
from orilling well rear the Hyde Park
Landfill, the College Heights Homeowners
Association again appealed for a full-
time air monitoring program. . DEC
officials said that studies indicate that
"any odors that are present have

diminished within a reasonable distance
from the srnow ferice. ™

March 9, 1983 Niagara Gazette reports an unanimous
decision by Love Canal Area
Revitalization Agency members to extend
the deadline for families living in the
Love Canal Declaration RArea, thus giving
owner occupants until October 1, 1984 to
make a decision whether or not to sell
their homes to LCARA.

March 11, 1983 ETF members and DARA representatives met
with the new DEC Commissioner, Henry
Williams, to apprise him of the Durez
Situation and request his aid in coming
to a solution.

March 2@, 1983 Rev. Norman Timmermann and Mrs, Therese
Mudd, members of ETF Board of Directors,
left today ¢to spend two days in Times
Beach, Missouri area to assess the
situation and to speak to the clergy of
the area about the possibility of forming
their own ecumenical response.

March 21, 1983 ETF, Pollution Probe and Operation CLEAN
Niagara of Canada, petitioned jointly to
intervene in the federal-state suit
against the Occidental Chemical Corp. and
the City of Niagara Falls over the
proposed settlement agreement for the
clean up of the S-Area Landfill site.
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April
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1983

13985
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1983

1983

1983

Sister Margeen gave a presentation to the
Department of Church and Society, United
Church of Christ, Cornnecticut Conference
in Hartford, Cornnecticut.

Students from the University of HWestern
Ontario at London, Ontario, visited the
ETF office.

Niagara Gazette reports that Senators
Alfonse D' Amato and Daniel FPatrick
Moynihan and Congressman Jonhn J. LaFalce
have asked the . 5. Ernvironmental
Protection Agency to release all
documents relating to the preparation and
release of a controversial study on the
Love Canal neighborhood.

Colleen Iybala of DARA and her family
moved today from the Durez area after
taking a substantial loss on their home.

Sister Margeen, Roger cook, Pat Brown,
and Barbara Hanmma attended the New York
State Council of Churches Impact
Briefing/Legislative Seminar in Albany,
New York, where Sister Margeen gave a
presentatiion.

Mrs. Therese Mudd and Mrs. Pat Brown gave

a presentation at "Environmental
Information - How To find", in Warren,
Pennsylvania. -

The environmental Defense Fund of

Washington, D.C. released a three—-year
study involving S63 children living in
the Declaration Area of Love Canal during
19588, This study revealed that the
gromth of children living in this area
was stunted due to exposure to toxic
chemicals. Dr. Beverly Paigern, co—author
of the study, says the study establishes
a link between six commonly reported
illnesses and where the chnild resided.



may 17, 1983

May =25, 1983

Jure 3, 1983

Jurne &, 1985

June 7, 1983

Jurne 8, 1983

The Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta,
released a report stating, "Residents or
former residents of Love Canal are no
more likely to have chromosomal damage
than other residents of Niagara Falls."™
Scientists reached this conclusion after
comparing blood samples of 46 Love Canal

residents with those taken from 32DU@
people living in other areas of Niagara
Falls. The results were rot compared

with residents 1n other parts of the
countrv.

State Attorrney General Robert Apbrams
filed a %30 million lawsuit against
Occidental Chemical Corp. charging
irresponsible chemical disposal practices
at its Durez plant in North Tonawanda.

Ecumenical Task Force received 501((c)3
Federal Tax Exemption status from the
Internal Revenue Service.

Supreme Court Justice Joseph FP. Huszynski
gdismissed 54 Love Canal lawsuits. 29 of
the suits were dismissed because Love
Canal residents moved from the area more
than S years before the personal injury

claims were filed. i2 other wrongful
death claims were dismissed because the
suits were not filed with a two—year time
limit.

Sister Marpgeen, Pat Brown, and Barbara
Hanna gave a presentation to Lutheran
Church In America Convent ion in
Cazenovia, NhNew York.

The Love Canal Area Revitalization Agency
voted to oppose proposed state
legislation that would require another
agency to certify the safety of the Love
Canal area before any resettlement or
other major rehabilitative move takes
place.

New York State Department of
Envirornmental Conservation demolishned the
99th. Street Schocl in the Love Canal.



Jure .4,

July 7,

July 22,

1983

1983

19832

A report released today by a bipartisan
technical agency of Congress, 0Office of
Technology Rssessment, said the EFPA
report on Love Camal canmct be relied
upon to Justify immediate rehabitation of
the area.

A bill to extend, through 19839, a 235
percent property tax exempt ion for
homeowners living near the Love Canal was
passed by the State Senate.

Ms. Jarne Ressler, Attorney At Law,
visited the ETF office from Carnmonsburg,
Pennsylvania. Ms. Ressler is

representing the residents of Cannonsburg
in lawsuits arising from a nuclear waste
dump site.

Sister Margeen and John Lynch appeared on

AM Buffalo television to respond to the
report released by the Office of
Technology Assessment re the EPA Love
Canal report.

Members of the ETF at its Annual Meeting
voted unanimously to ask the New York
State legislature to enact a five year
moratorium on repopulation of the Love
Canal neighborhood while addiltional
studies are undertaken to find out
whather the area is habitable.

ETF sponsored a public information
mesting on the report by the Office of
Technology Assessment on the EPA Love

Canal report. Dr. Joel S. Hirschhorn,
chief author and project director of the
Love Canal Case Study for the
Congressional Office of Technology

Assessment, addressed the public and
answered gquestions.

Sister Margeen attended and gave a
presentation at a Hazards Workshop,
sponsored by the University of Colorado
at Bﬂuldwg Co.

Construction of an underground
containment wall around the Love Canal
was suspended today. Tests revealed

chemicals had migrated past the proposed
location of the wall.



August 1, 1983 ETF moved into its new "home" at St. Mary
of the Cataract Rectory, 259 Fourth
Street, Niagara Falls, New York.

Hugust 18, 139832 David B. Twedell, the goverrment’s expert
geciogist in the Hyde Park landfill case,
has beern 1ndicted by a federal grand
Jury on 14 counts of perjury and fraud

for allegedly posing Aas an expert
“nydrologist". {see December 1, 1381
entryl.

August 25, 1983 Occigdental tests at the Hyde Parg
Landfill reveal that chemicals in
groundwater have migrated southwest,
northeast - toward the Niagara River -

and east from the disposal site.

September &, 1983 a four year study by Dr. Jahr Ha
Christian, a professor of population
pniology at the State University of New
York in Binghamton reveals: Field mice
living mnear the Love Canal have reduced
1ifespans and show signs of chemical
poisonings.

September 9, 1983 Several members of the ETF FBoard of

Directors and Staff met with M. Charles
Caccia, Minister of the Environment for
Canada, to discuss the toxic waste
pollution problems along the Niagara River
and Lake Ontario.

September 27, 1983 The United States Environmental Protection
Agency admitted its 1982 Love Canal report
was seriously flawed and has proposed
going an entirely new habitability study.
Decisions about whether the homes are safe
to live in will be delayed between 1.5
arnd 4.5 more years under a proposal EPR
has made to state officials.

Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanna visited
Times Beach, Missouri as consultants to
the Ecumenical Dioxin Response Task Force
in their response to the victims of toxic
waste in that area.



September 29, 1983

September 3@, 1383

October 18, 1983

Octoper 12, 13983

October 38, 1983

MNovember 1, 1983

ETF Board Member, Sr. Joan Malone,
0.5.F., debated the head of the EPR
Waste Management Division on RABC-TV's
Gogd Morning America on behalf of the
victims of Love Canal.

Dv. Jeohn Deegan Jr., former Director of

the 1982 Environmental Frotection
Agency's Habitability Study revealed he
had warned top level EFPA officials

repeatedly of the inadequacies of the B
million study.

Sister Margean spoke at a public
information meeting on potential hazards
at the Hyde Park Landfill, at the
invitation of the College Heights
Property Owners Association.

Lawvers representing 1,345 people from
Love Canal and the Occidental Fetroleum
Coporation have reached a tentative out—
of-court sett lement in suits over
contaminat iorn. Dcecidental FPetroleum
Corporation has agreed to pay 20
million. Homeowners and other families
sought a total of %15 billion.

Occidental Petroleum Corporation said
insurance carriers for the Niagara Falls
Schopol Board, the City and Niagara
County will pay a share of the proposed
20 million out-—of-court Love Canal
settlement.

The consulting firm of Malcolm Pirnie Inc.
recommended to the Department of
Environmental Conservat ion that 2. 4
million in remedial work be authorized to
remove chemical contamination of Black and
EBergholtz Creels in the Love Canal
Emergency Declaration Area.

Occidental Chemical Corp. regquested
permissicon from the Town of Niagara to
build a temporary storage facility at
the Hyde Park dump to hold chemical
wastes leaking from the site. Town
officials declined to act on the request
until they are given more information
about the proposed storage.



November 16, 1983

December &, 1982

December B, 1983

December 9, 1983

December 13, 1983

December 31, 1983

ETF Board Members, Staff, and local
citizens testified at Jeint public
hearings conducted in Buffalo, New York
by the Assembly Committee on Health and
the Assembly Committee on Environmental
Conservation.

The Uriited States Justice Department
filed a lawsuit to recover %45 million in
federal money spent to clean up Love

Canal arnd relocate residents. fActing for
the Urited States Envirornmental
FProtection HAgency, government attorneys
alsce asked the court to hold Occidental
Chemical Corporation liable for alil
future expenditures in contairning toxic

and hazardous wastes that have migrated
from the canal area into nearby homes.

Agreement is reached between attorneys
for the U.S5. pgovernment and Occidental
Chemcial Corp. in clearn—up plan for S-—
Rrea landfill. Approval must row be
sought from the City of Niagara Falls,
the State Departments of Health ard
Environmental Engineering ard the
Federal Envirormental Protection Agency.

The City Council of Miagara Falls

urnanimously approved the out—-of—-court
sett lement agreement of the S—Area
lawsuit.

A public meeting was held at Love Canal
to explain a new hazardous waste
treatment process invented by Thomas
Barton of Kingston, Ontario. Barton's
system called "plasma arc" USes
electricity to destroy wastes at
temperatures approaching 50,000 degrees
Celsius. The State Departmant of
Environmental Conservatiion will use the
process at Love Canal if tests prove
successful.

Buffalo News reports that toxic chemicals
frrom the Hyde Park dump have permeated a
square mile of underground soil and
bedrock in Niagara Falls and Lewiston,
according to records on file with the

State Department of Envirornmental
Conservation. The exact threat posed by
the undearground migration remains

unknown, according to officials.



Jaruary 9, 139584 Former Envirormental Protection Agerncy
official, Rita Lavelle, was sentenced to
six months in prison and fined $10,9000.
for lying to Congress.

January =@, 1284% Hesults from the latest environmental
testing by Occidental Chemical Corp. at
1ts Durez plant show "no health risk to
the plant’s neighbors and employees, " the
company announced.

January 23, 1984 Congressman John J. LaFalce issued a
strong regquest to EPA Administrator
Wwilliam D. Ruckelshaus demanding that he
approve a reqguest for %4 million to
purcnase the remaining homes arcound the
Love Camal.

David B. Twedell, who pleaded guilty to
testifying with fraudulent credentials in
the Hyde Park landfill case, is sentenced
in U. 5. District Court to a year in
federal prison. {(See¢ August 18, 1983

entry. }
January 24, 1984 State envirormental officials stated that
== percent of the most seriously

contamirnaten toxic waste dump sites in

the state are located 1in Hestern New
York. The heaviest concentration of
sites 1in New York State is in Erie and
Niagara Counties, where 3@ of the 144

most polluted sites are located. State
Environmental Commissioner Henry G.
Williams said the 144 sites are
considered to pose a "significant”®

threat to health or the envirornment.

The Envirormental Facilities Corp. denied
a request by Occidental Petroleum Corp.
for $2@ million in taux—free bonds to
finance the cleanup of the Hyde Park
Landfill.

Sister Margeen is interviewad by National
Public Radio program "All Things
Considered"” regarding the toxic waste sites in
this area.



Feoruary 8, 1984 Buffalo News reports that Occidental
Chemical Corp. executives have beern asked
to explain a spill that dumped 108
gallons of contaminated liquids at the
site of its cleanup operation at the Hyde
Park Landfill and to explain why it
failed *c report the incident in a timely

Manner. The spill occcocurrved on January
21, 1984.
Fepbruary 9, 1984 Several ETF Board Members and Sister

Margeen testified at State Superfund
Management Board bhearings on "Inactive
Hazardous Waste Remedial Plan".

Fepruary 1@, 1984 The Province of [Ontario is granted
intervenor status in. the proposed
settlement of the S—fArea lawsuit.

Fepruary 14, 19584 The Love Canal Area Revitalization RAgency
voted to demolish 3@ houses east of the
canal in the third ring af the

gceclaration area.

Fepruary 135, 1984 Sister Margeen gave presentation at
Western New York Council On Occupational
Safety and Health.

February 17, 19584 State Attorney General office demands
more information o chemical
contamination at the Occidental Chemical
Corp. Durez plant before the state will
approve a cleanup plan for the site.

February 25, 1984 Buffalco News reports that federal and
state officials have asked Occidental to
grill! more test wells to pinpoint the
extent of migration outward from the Hyde
Park Landfill and downward into bedrock
layers deep beneath the dump.

February 27, 1984 The MNiagara Falls City Council wvoted
unanimously to accept a recommended
settlement of Love Canal damage claims
brought by residents. (See October 1@th.
and 12th. 1983 entries.)



Mmarcnhn 2, 1984 The 20 million Love Canal damage
settlement,  whose terms have been kept
secret until today under a court order,
Wwill set aside up to $1 million for a
lifetime medical trust for 1,336 Love
Canal residents. The trust funds will be
used to cover diagnosis and treatment of
any latent but canal-related illnesses
that occur during the lifetime of those
accepting the out-of—-court settlement.

march 13, 13984 U.S. District Judge John T. Curtin denied
ETF and its jJoint applicants intervenor
status in state and federal lawsuits
apainst Occidental Chemical Corp. over
the S-Area chemical dump. (See March 21,
1983 entry.)

March 14, 1984 State and federal officials, local
residents and members of the press
accompanied eight scientists on a bus
tour of the Love Canal mneighborhood.
These scientists were selected by Health
and Humar Services and the State
Department of Health to advise the
Technical Review Committee on coriteria
and methods to be used in studying Love
Canal data and permit the State
Commissioner of Health to make & final
determination onn habitability of the
canal area.

Rev. Dr. James Brewster of the ETF Board
of Directors gave presentation for the
Department of Pediatrics, College of
Medicine, Upstate Medical Center,
Syracuse, New York.

March 2@, 1984 Town of MNiagara - officials met with
representatives from Occidental Chemical

Corp. and the State Department of
Environmental Conservation to discuss
temporary storapge of chemical wastes from
the Hyde Park Landfill. (See November 1,
1983 entrvy.)

March 21, 1984 The State Department of Environmental
Conservation has postponed the cleanup of
chemical contamination in Black and
Bergholtz creeks until 1985.



April &6-9, 1984

April 2@, 1984

April 3@, 1984

May 1, 1984

May 2, 1984%

May 3, 1984

ETF Staff attends second statewide meeting of
the Conference on the Health Hazards of
Synthetics in Albany, New Yorhk. Sister
Margeen & Mary Cahill addressed the Toxic
Victims Coalition on the subject of Community
Organizing.

ETF, Pollution Probe and Operation CLEAN
Miagara filed a Joint appeal of the
ruling by U.S. District court Judge John
T. Curtin denying intervenor status in
the hearing that will determine whether
the Judge will permit the proposed
cleanup of the S5-Area dump.

The Occidental Chemical Corp. paid a $52@

fine - half the amount sought by the
State Department of environmental
Conseration — to settle an unreported
spill at the Hyde Park dump remegial
cleanup site. {See February B8, 1984
entry. }

Hearings began in U.S5. District court,
Buffalao, M. Yy on the settlement

agreement for the proposed cleanup of the
S—Area dump.

The Townn of Niagara Board postponed
action on Occidental Chemical Corp.’s
request to install storage tanks at the
Hyde Park landfill until questions of
worker safety and emergency responses
are resolved. {See March 20, 1984 entry.)

State Health Commissioner David Axelrod
told Love Canal residents, former
residents and area taxpayers, that a
decision on habitability of the Love
Canal area would be made before the end
of the year. The habitability

guidelines developed by a panel of
scientists (see March 14th. 1984 entry)
would be applied one at a time to each
house within the area.

Hearings concluded in U. S, District
Court, Buffalo, New York, onn the
settlement agreement for the proposed
cleanup of the S—-Area dump, with final
arguments to be made May 31, 1984,



May i@, 1984

May =9, 1584

Jure lg, 1984

Jurne i, 1934

Jurme 27, 1384

Judge Joseph HF. Huszynski, State Supreme

Court, began hearing claims by the first
of 1,367 former and current residents of
the Love Canal area. The process of
evaluating all the claims is expected to
continue through the end of the year.
{S5ee March 2nd. 1984 entry)

ETF Arnnual Meeting held at 5St. Paul's.
United Methodist Church, Niagara Falls.

Townn of Niagara Board denied the request
by Occidental Chemical Corp. to bring
temporary storage tanks onto the Hyde

Park Landfill site, on the grounds that
the State and Federal . environmental

officials had not convinced the Beoard

the tarnks would safely contain highly

toxic chemicals from the dump. (See May
1, 1284 entry.)

Dr. Richard T. Dewling has been named
acting regional administratior of the
U.5. Environmental Protection RAgency's
Aegion II office in New York City,
succeeding Jacgueline E. Schafer. As
geputy administratory; Dr. Dewling was

chosen by Washington officials to oversee
the %$8 million Love Canal envirornmental
study that led tc an initial approval,
later rencurnced, of the habitability of
homes in the Love Canal.

Niagara BGazette reports that 0Occidental
Chemical Corp. will apply for permission

to burn toxic chemicals, including PCBs

and dioxin, from the Hyde Park Landfill
in the company's Buffalc Avenue plant
incinerator, within two weeks.
Ocecidental has a temporary permit from
the Ernvirornmental Protection Rgency to
burn hazardous waste in its Niagara Plant
incinerator, but is not authorized to
incinerate the highly toxic Hyde Park
chemicals. EPRA recently notified
Occidental that an incinerator would have
to be capable of destroying 99.9399
percent of PCEs and dioxin to burn Hyde
Park wastes.



July 4, 1784 The U.S5. Department of Justice will ask
federal Judge John 7. Curtin to order the
Town of Niagara to allow Occidental
Chemical Corp. to bring temporary storage
tanks onto its Hyde Park Landfill. (See
June 12, 19684 entry.}

July 18, 1984 Plarns to bury 4238 barrels of sludge
containing hign levels of dioxin into the
top of Love Canal commencing tomorrow
weres disclosed during a Love Canal
Technical Review Committee meeting as a
result of citizen guestions.

suly 192, 1984 The Ecumenical Task Force contacted DEC
Commissioner Henry Williams regarding the
proposed burial of toxic sludge into the
Love Canal proper. As a result, the
Commissioner stopped the burial until the
public has a chance to comment on the
procedurea.

July &3, 1384 Buffalo News reports that U.S5. District
Judge John T. Curtin was informed today
that Occidental Chemical Corp. is storing
leachate with 2@, 000 parts per billion of
dioxin in the Hyde Park Landfill area.

July 31, 1984 Norman H. Nosenchuck, State Director of
Solid and Hazardous Waste, armounced
during & public meeting regarding the

burial of 458 drums of dioxin—laden
sludge into Love Canal, that the burial
has been indefinately postponed. Even
with the announcement of the

post ponement , citizens lashed out at
state and federal officials, accusing
them of ignoring public concerns, hiding
the drum—burial decision, misleading the
residents and relying on out-of-date
technology. Mr. Nosenchuck assured the
public: Mo  future Love Canal decision
will be made without the full involvement
of local citizens.

August 3, 1984 u.Ss. Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator William D. Ruckelshaus
gdenied a reqguest from Congressman John
tafalce for %4 million to buy wvacant
homes and other property in the Love
Canal area. (See January 23, 1984
entry.}



August 7,

August &,

Fugust 18,

13984

1384

1984

U. S. District Judge John Curtin ordered

the Niagara Towri Board to allow
Oocidental Chemical Corp. to bring
temporary storage tanks for chemical

waste to the Hyde Park Landfill. (See
July 4, 1984 entry.)

Tests By the State Départment of
crvironmental Cornservation revealed toxic
chemicals in water seeping from the

Niagara River [Gorge northwest of the Hyde
Park chemical dump.

Buffalo News reports that chemical wastes
from Occidental Chemical Corp?!s Hyde Park
dump are leaking from a second point in
the Niagara River gorge wall, according
to State Officials.
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