
HISTORY 8T LOVE · OF DIS8SIEB GMAL 
, ' CHRONOLOGY - -ti -OF. EVENTS PART 

' 

Events integral to the problems of chemical and 
hazardous wastes in the F.cuirenical Task Force service 
area and ETF's respoose are highlighted in the 
follc,;,:ing chrcno l cgy. "A HistOJ;y of Disaster -
Chrcnology of Events" fran 1836 to July 31, i9 80 is 
SUJllI'arized in the 1980 !!Og£es1, Ree,t of the ETF. 

1\ugust 1 , 1980 

August 1 , 1980 

August 1 , 1980 

August 5, 1980 

United States Envizoaurental .Protecticn -.l>'}eflcy 
(EPA) annoonced that 
several tox.ic netals 

20 organ ic chemicals 
were. detec.ted .in the 

and 
blooo 

of sare LOve canal res.idents . Blco:l tests were 
a carpanien . to an .eacller. chromsare . study 
Althoogh 20 of the cheroicals and all . of the ·ne~ 
.were found in the blo::d of sare of the residents , 
the levels "are below those values at .. which 
acute toxic effects occur", accorduig .to .an 
E,P.,A. statement . "It is not. possible .to state 
what . potential the Love Canal residents tested 
have for exper i encing oncogenic (cancer) 
teratogenic ibirth defects) or r-,pi:cductive 

.effects" , tbe . EPA statement said . 

A $50,000 grant anncunced this -1< to . the 
Envil:oornenta l Defense Fund (EDF) will. allOW' for 
caaple tj cn .of a st;,Jdy started .in . June . an. .growth 

.and. .mat11ratien r:ates .am::mg Love canal . ch -i ldren. 

Dioxin ident i fied in sewers leading fran the 
Love Canal directly into the Niagara River. 

State offir.lals said they took 6 
sarrples in the sewer lines south of 
Read Ave • . and found 3. with leve ls of 
dioxin under .29 parts per b illi on, 2 
with l eve l s of 120 parts per billion 
(ppb ) and one with 312 ppb, That 
carpares wi th sanples ,fi:cm .Black Creek 
with a level .of 31 .ppb •. 

State officials for mally told Federal fuergency 
Managenen t Agency (FF.MA) that the offer of a 
$15,000 , 000 , 3<>-ye.ar loan to r~settle Love Canal 
families was unacceptable , · 
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August 5, 1980 

August 5, 1980 

August 6, 1980 

August 6, 1980 

August 6, 1980 

August 12 , 1980 

August 14 , 1980 

August 17, 1980 

August 18, 1980 

August 22, 1980 

August 24, 1980 

Love Canal Area Revital i zat i on k:;ency (lCARA) 
appointed earlier to purchase Love Canal hares 
with federal and state funds and provide for 
revitalizaticn of the neighborhood , established 
a "priorities ccmnittee to .determine the order 
in which families will be relocated". 

lCARA authorized Mayor O' Laughlin to choose an 
Acting Director , set . up an off ice in the Love 
Canal neighborhood and set an . October deadline 
for appoinbrent of a permanent director: . lCARA 
asked the State of New York to have a property 
acquisiticn team ready to rrove in when. State and 
Federal of fic ials agree on funding . 

Center for Disease Control (COC) , Atlanta, 
Georgia sends team en-site to begin its twe),'level 
health testing , Telephone contacts to set up 
interviews. 

ETF presentation to St. James Lutheran Church in 
Bergholtz, •On-Going Needs at Love canal". 

The first 10 of approximately 175 Love Canal 
families being housed and fed in area notels 
notified that their benefits have been terminated 
because of their failure to seek m::,re permanent 
housil:lg in apartments 

State authorities discovered al:normal quantities 
of radioactive Cesium - 137 in 99th . St, School 
yard soil . 

ETF accepted a request for an internship for 
social work student, Edward Smith , from Niagara 
University during 1980-81 academic year . 

Love Canal . residents picket Derocratic cooventicn 
in New York City . 

United States Departnent of Housing and Urban 
Oeveloi;n-ent (HUD) to rrake 150 !ection 8 certificates 
available to renters of low inccne housing units 
(LaSalle Develoµrent) who want to leave Love Canal 
neighl:x)rhood , 

EPA testing o f air, soil and water started in 
Loire Canal . 

State and Federal officials reach . accord . in 
relocation funding . 

Hooker Chemicals and Plastics Corp . holds Open 
House for camunity in atte1tPt to offset adverse 
publicity. 
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August 24, 1980 Dr , Barry ccmn:r.er, bi.ol o;,i st aro pres .ident i al 
candida te for Liberal Par+.:y visits :::..ove Canal 

August 27, 1980 LCARA voted to g ive resident s three year s to sell 
their hares. LCi\RA voted t o seek . "cl arif ica ti on" 
fr an State Task Force Dirst:tor , Wil l i.am C. Hennessey, 
en the avai )ab ility of 3% m::irtgage'> to help 
residents b.Jy new hates, I.CARA noved to contract 
with New York Sta te Depax;tnent of Transportati on 
(tor) to handle LOve Canal . hale acqu.isit. icn s . 

IJ::ARA approved 12.~ pr.iorities carmittee. 
LCARA appointed Richard MOrris, a career ror 
offic ial, as telilXJrary . Executive Direc t.or of the 
'f¥Jeocy, 

LCARA se t up office at 1003-98th St ., across 
Colvin Bo i levard :Eran. tile nar.tbern end of the 
canal proper , 

September 1, 1980 Diane Sheley joined the staff of BTF a.s Family and 
Neigbbnrbood .Serv iaes dinat or afte r serving C...'X>r 
as vol unteez · socia l wozlr.er: foz ETF f.or three months. 

Septeml:er 7, 1980 Niagara .Coonty Dis tr:ic.t Attorney ' s office order s 
pz:ol:e . .iJlto ocntracts . awaroed for t he first phase 
of .. Lo\le cana l remedial work, 

September 8 , 1980 State .Assembl y Task Forc e hearings he ld in Buffalo 
to invest ii;Jate r.epoi;te'.i United ST.at.es mili tary 
cheudca l/ i::a::liaact 'Lve waste cbmp:w:J in 1Q\le. Cacal •. 

September 10, 1980 Federa l Judge ordere:i th;,t N..'l. Sta te J:e made a 
plaintiff, rather than a defendant in the Federal 
Governnent ' s $124 mil li on 51J.it. .again st . Hooker 
Chemicals and Plast.ic .c.ar.p. and . others, 

September 13 , 1980 Annual ci ty audit rf!vea led t.crlay tha t Love Canal 
lawsuit clafr ns agair.st. the city gove r.nm:>.nt have 
grown. fr.an .. $3. b i.l.licn to $16 billicn dur ,ing the 
last year .• 

September 15, 1980 The u.s . Hoose af Representatives begins debate 
this . II.eek en leg isl.aticn designed to establish a 
$1 • 2 billion !'Superfund ". to clean. up abandcne:i 
hazardrus chanical dunps such as . u,,,,e canal. 

September 17, 1980 Sis t ers Margeen, Joan Malone, .and Rosa.l i e Bert ell 
pres ent progr.aJI1 at D' Youville Coll ege entitled , 
"Relig i ous wc,men Involved in t.he Human Concer ns, 
Proble.ms o.f Love C..nal . and West Val l ey•: 

BTF presentati on to l"apett e v.i l le Un.it-ed Methodi st 
Church re gar di ZJg Love Canal . 
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September 19, 1980 The Hoose of Representatives voted to establish 
t¼Q $375 million "s uperfur.ds" over the next five 
years to deal with oi l and chemical spills into 
the naticn ' s waterways. 

September 20, 1980'.Memhers of 
~ 
ETF attend in itial meeting of •oxy• 

Shadow Board ir; New Yoi·k Cit y. 

September 22, 1980 ETF presentation at NatJ.,inal Confe rence of Catholic 
Charities in Rcc..~ester, N.Y. Presenters: Rev. Wm. 
J . o•conne .11, John A. L9nch, Sister Margeen. 

September 23, 1980 Hoose of Reprl;isentat ives passes $1 . 2 billion 
"SUperfund" to finance the nationwide cleanup of 
abandooed toxic waste sites . 

September 23, 1980 Donna Ogg presented an opening statement on behalf 
of the ETF at t.~e CECOS Hearings ., Text of the 
statement gave the theological bas is for our concern 
for human life, as wel l as protection of our soil, 
water and air ., 

September 25, 1980 Eleanor Conmy of the Sabre Park Peoples' Association 
attended BTF Execu t ive Board Meet ing to enlighten 
the Board on the Cheiriical and Environmen t al 
Conserva tion S9stems (CECOS) problem. ETF voted 
to cooperate with the sabre Park Assoc iati on. 

September 30, 1980 GibGal Roberts Zimba of Zambia, the Zambian . 
Secretary of the M.inistry of Foreign Affairs, aloog 
with jo.irnalists frCln the Dcminican Republic, . Nepal 
and gO\leJ:lllleDt. officials . frCln Sierra Leane, . F.gypt 
and . Swazi.land . vJsit Love Canal , 

October 1 , 1980 President carte r and Governor Carey sign the 
State/Federal relocation agreement at Niagara Fal ls 
International Conventio;1 Center. Sr. Margeen, BTF 
Executive Director, attends . 

The Nia:rara Falls Board of Education approved a 
measure allowing the Federal GOvernrrent to use a 
portioo of the 93rd . St . School property for 
envircrnnental testing at the I.Dve canal. 

October 3, 1980 Residents of L.aSalle Developrent , low incClne 
hoJ.sing at Love Canal , angered over being left cut 
of $20 million State and Federal Agreenent, 

Report 'r1;/ Stephen Lester of Clement Associates, Inc., 
CCtlSUlting finn hired ey NYS to advise Love Canal 
Hareowners ' Association, stated that ~.orkers taking 
part in the rerredial pr.ogram at Love Canal site 
were saretiJres needlessly exposed to danger , and 
goverrurent respcnse to the chemical ccntaminatioo 
problem was not adequate , 

... '+ 
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Octobers, 1980 

October 6, · 1980 

· October 7 , 1980 

October 7, 1980 

October 8, 1980 

October 9, 1980 

October 9, 1980 

ETF presenta ti on at St. Peter ' s Church in Lockport. 

Residen t s of LaSalle Development notified ETF of 
poss i ble riot ensuing over residen t s bei ng left out 
of $20 million State/Federal agreement . ETF in 
turn contacted New York St ate Assemblyman Arthur 
Eve and requested hi.s he lp in negotiat i ons with 
State and Federal off i c i als. Assemblyman Eve met 
wit h res ide nts and members of ETF Executive Board 
and staff until 1:30 AM and were successful in 
averting a riot. Subsequen t act ion by Assemblyman 
Eve guaranteed $500, 000 being al l ocated for moving 
expenses of res idents. 

An invest igatioo into reiredial ..ork at the southern 
end of the LOve Canal has apparently pralq)ted the 
Federal Government to hold up paymant of $4 million 
in project reimb.lrserrents to the City of Niagara 
Falls. 

ETF Execut i ve Board vot ed to go on record as being 
opposed to further expansion of any hazardous 
waste chemi cal and rad io ac ti ve dumpsites in the 
Niagara Frontier. 

Sister Margeen presented a prepared s tate ment for 
the record at CECOS hear ings express i ng concern 
for emot ional and psycholog i cal trau ma that could 
result from the proposed expansion of this NYS 
licensed tox i c waste •secure landfill•, This is 
the first time that Permit Hearings of N. Y. 
Department of Environmenta l Conservation have 
admitted test imony concerning emotional and 
psychological effec ts on persons . 

Four African Journali s t s toured Niagara county's 
hazardous waste disposal firms and voiced the hope 
their countries will be able to learn fran 
Anerica's problems when they begin to industrialize. 

The U. S. Small Business Mministration (SBA) 
refused today to offer special l c,.,,,-intere st . 
nortgage loans to Love Canal families to b.Jy 
replacerrent hOuses elsewhere. 

SCA Chemical Waste Ser.vices, the second NYS licensed 
toxic waste operation in NYS. - both of which ax:e 
located in Niagara County - received its court ­
ordered permi t for coostruction of its 5-mile 
waste pipeline to the Niagara River . 

A Blue Ribboo Panel of physicians appointed l:ry 
GOvernor Carey leve led severe criticism at b.Jngling 
of Love Canal health and environment studies and 
sa .id there is no conclusive evidence of cdverse 
health effects there , 
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October 10, 1980 ETF Executive Board and staff played host to 
members of the United Method.ist National Church 
Agencies. The purpose of the consul.tation was to 
provide an on-s i te e valuatio n of the problems at 
Love canal and other environmen t al hazards in 
Niagara County. As a result of this day, the ETF 
received a. f urther gz·ant of $10,000 . to be used 
for Direct Aid to Love canal residents. 

October 13, 1980 ETF staff members met with Assemblyman Eve, New· York 
State offic i als and represen tati ves of LaSalle 
Development residents at the State Office Building 
in Buffalo, N.Y. Purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss special problems expe ri enced by the 
residents in trying to locate adeq-uate housing. 
As a result of th .is meeting, New York State entered 
into a 30month contract with Housing Opportunities 
Made Equal (HOME) end Housing Assistance Center (HAC) 
to provide an on ·•s it e office with personnel 
available on a daily basis to assist the residents. 

October 23, 1980 The Executive Board oft.he Ecumenical Task Force 
in recognizing t.~e diohotomies which exist between 
residents of the Love canal requested the Executive 
Director to prepare a statem ent expressing the need 
for the Love canal Revit alization Agency to address 
the issue of the future use of the Love Canal 
neighborhood . This statement was pz·esented by Sister 
Margeen at the LCARA public meeting offerin ,g ETF 
assistance in oaxrying out responsible action in 
the future in whatever way most appropriate , 

October 24, 1980 . President Carter armcmiced he '1-,Qlld ask CCllgress for 
.a .special .. $3.8 .milllcn .appr.opriat-ion to fwid health 
studies of LOve Canal residents , which will be 
carried oot by the State University of Buffalo 
Medical School and Center for Disease ccntrol. 

Lockport, N~Y., Landf i ll found to be leaking toxins 
into area groundwater. 

October 28, 1981 ETP Board toured CECOS Landtil l Faci lity. 

ETF Executive Board accepted wit.h regret the 
resignat ion of Rev. Charles Lamb. 

ETF accepted with pleasure, Rev. Ric hard Donoughue, 
representative of the Lutheran Church in America, 
as member of Executive Board . 
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Octol::er 30, 1980 • Vice-Pres l dent,ial cand i.da t e, Pat,:lck Lucey, met "'"' - . ' .. , 
, wi ,th •,.BTf Board memb e r s , s t a ff, and vo l ull t eers t.cr 

0 

btie'ting 'on Love Canal •1ork of ETf. He wa s given a 
tour o f t he Lo ve Cana l ar e a by John L ynch and Donna 
Ogg, and met. wit h r es i den t s at r.'esle y Uni. ted 
/4et hodist Church i n Love Canal . 

November 5, 1980 Federal envirorurental off icials stated that the 
LOve Canal treatrren t f ac i lity is ''satisfactorily 
filtering a.it chemLcal c ontaminants contained in the 
leachate" frcm LOve Canal . Sludge stored in holding 
~s, ha,.ever, reveals Dioxin (TCOO) in the low 
parts-per bi l l ioo range . 

Noveml:er 14, 1980 First two hares in Love Canal bo.mdary area purchased 
by LCARA. 

November 18, 1980 BTf pr~sentation at Holy Ghost Lutheran PTA meeting 
in Bet:gholtz. 

November 19, 1980 New federa l l;'egulaticris in e.ff~ tepay to m:nitor 
toxic material handling frat1 .''<;Q:adle to ' ~ave'' in 
"~cperly suitaj" approved landfill or disposal site • 

. (Resrurce Cooservat.ioo Recovery Act (RCRA)) 

N .Y .s. charges tha t c;bemica l was~ at the S•Area 
Iaoclfill and . tile 102.nd. StJreet ~te CII'e t...o Of 
the foor l.Mdfill$ .\l,l Niaqal;'a county for lotlich ~ 
.is cbar:gej ill .lawsuit ~ U .. S. Justice Departnent 
m¥:i .New York State . 

November 20, 1980 Canada's Parliaaen t is ccnsidering a request today 
that the governnent seek a full-scale inquiry by 
the United States . into toxic c;ootil!llinatioo af the 
Niagara River 

N. Y.S. legislative aides stated this \>.eek that a 
search of old federal records indicates that WT 
wastes m:iy still be under thousands of acres at the 
Lake Ontario Ordinance Works (X.0:::W) in Lewiston 
This announceirent led both Canadian and U.S. lawyers 
to demand the reopening of the SCA Cbemical Waste 
Services, Inc . Permit Hearings to ~ a . toxic 
disposal site , The attorneys claim the site 
overlies the pipes containing WT . 

Noventier 21, 1980 BTF presen t ation t o UPCUSA Synod of the Northeast 
and tour of Love Cana l . 

November 22, 1980 Lois G•bbs announced LOve Canc1l H~s . Association . 
will end their five-m:xith boycott of ' health ~tudies. 

Nouember ~4., 1960 Senate approved a $1 . 6 bi llion hazardous waste 
c lean up, "Superfund", which will do nothing . to 
carpensate individual victims . 
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November 25, 1980 

December 3 , 1980 

December 3, 1980 

December 4, 1980 

December 10, 1980 

NYS DEX: ordered to prove it was not in error when it 
determined last July that CEXXlS had properly 
ccrrpleted its app l icaticn for permi.ts to construct 
and operate t ½'J new hazardous waste l!andfills in the 
Town of Niagara , 

Town of Niagara Board passed a new ordinance to 
control landfi l l opera t ioos . 

ETF accepted wit h pl e asure, Mrs . Joann Breitsman, 
as Presby t erian representa t ive on the Executive Board. 

U.S . House of Representatives today approved a 
$1 .6 billion "Superfund" bill to cover the cost of 
cleaning up aband oned hazardous chemical waste 
dunpsites and spills that get into navigal!ile wat er 
or ground water. 

The approved bi ll does not call for the payirent of 
ar,q rredical expenses or lost earnings suffered by 
victims of hazardcus waste . 

Toronto Ontario Globe and Mail carried an ar.ticle 
stating, "The N.iagaraFalls area is the most 
enviraurentally contaminated in North Anerica, and 
scientists now l:elieve they have found its toxic 
wastes .as . far away as Toronto and Kingston (Ontario, 
Canada) " 

Niagara Falls Boaz:d of Educaticn passed a resolut i cn 
to ask E .P.A. and the N. Y.S . Health Departnent to 
investigate allegaticns of contamination in s~ 
system running under LaSalle Senior High School . · 

Article in N~ara Gazette revealed how Hooker 
Chemical was given permiss i on by NYS DOC to 
tenporarily exceed its Sta!:e Air Quality permit 
limitations frcm its incjn'erator over a four-m:inth 
period in 1979 . OJring this period, Hooker 
incinerated dioxin tainted leachate frcm Love Canal 
and later frcm another Hooker dunp , the Hyde Park 
Landfill , 

Ecumenical Task Force provided a Chri stmas Open 
House for resid ents of L~ve Canal , Approximately 
70 children att ended and v i s i te d wi th San t a and 
Mrs. Claus . 

' A represen t ati ve from Ci t i z ens Again st Dumping 
visited the ETF offi ce seeking advice on how t o 
prevent th e devel opment of a di sposa l s :it e in 
Amhers t , N.Y , 
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December 12, 1981 

December 12 , 1980 

December 17, 1980 

December 18, 1980 

December 19 , 1980 

December 20 , 1980 

Niagara Falls Wast-..e Water 'I'reatrrent Plant begins 
processing sewage far the first t ine .-in rrore than 
tw:::, years . (1\ctivated carbon beds ruptured at. the · 
plant m:>re than t\ve> years ago, forcing the city 
to punp millicns of galloos of partially treated 
sewage into the river which has 60% of the .chemicals 
rem:>ved with the help and cooperatioo .of the 
pretreatnent .dooe by the chemical plants in the 
city.) 

Love Canal HCllEOW!lers' Association announced today 
that they will close their present office oo 
January 15th , , . hoping to re-:-establish at a later 
date elsewhere . 

Cc.ogress re f used to pass $3.8 millioo health 
study bill . 

Richard Morris naned pe..rroanent Executive Director 
of Love Canal Area Revitalizatioo l¥]ency {u::ARA) , 

BTF Executive Assist.ant , . Dcnna Ogg, attended 
Hazardous waste Management Conference, Alb any, 
N. Y. - a conference desi gned to encourage 
conversation between government, indu s t ry, 
environmen talists. (Ouestion: Should not ~church• 
be a .. participant in Eu·ture conferences of this sort 
in order to present theol og ical perspective?) 

Niagara Falls Camunity Devel cprent Departrrent 
filed a supplenen tal grant applicatioo for $6.5 
millicn in Federal m:>ney for ccntinued Love . Canal 
land acquisit i .cn and suppart . 

Sister Margeen gave presentation on Love Canal 
to the Nationa l Cathol i c Di saster Relief Committee 
at the O'Hare Inn , Chicago, Ill in ois. 

1980 Editorial in Niagara Gazette revealed 
test:im:ny to the House camerce Oversight and 
Invest;gat i ons Ccmnittee in Washingtal this \<.eek 
which alleged that organized crime is becaming 
involved . in the . waste-disposal wsiness, 

1980 State Department of Enviroomimtal Ccnservaticn 
annoonced plans to close down the Niag ara County 
Landfill in the Town of LOckport in cne year . The 
27 . 5 a::re landf i l l has l:een f ound to be leaking 
toxic chemicais into the water table, 

Hooker Chemical . has app l ied for a Federal permit 
to turn 200 tons a year · of hazardoos chemicals fran 
the Hyde Park landf il l at i ts Niagara Falls 
incinera tor . 
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December 21, 1980 E'.ditorial in Niagara Gazet~ revealed that N.Y.S. 
·Health Oepartiren t and Oepartirent of Environrrental 
ccnservation have pranised to look into charges that 
leachate frcm the CEX:05 Internaticnal, .Inc . site 
at 56th , St . and Pine Avenue poses a health threat 
to students at various Niagara Falls schools. 

December 22, 1980 The Niagara Falls City Council has urged to press 
Niagara Countv and NYS officials for the creaticn 
of an "oversigh t carmittee" to stop the 'cootinued 
.inportatioo of hazardous and tOKic wastes into the 
area . 

January 5, 1981 Niagara Falls City council in formally agreed to 
city participa ti on in an "environnentai oversight 
ccmnittee" that would be fonred by local governm:nts 
and envirorurental groups in the area. 

January 6, 1981 EPA revealed tcday they wi l l not issue a staterrent 
as to habitability of 'r.ove Canal neighborhood. 
Test results as pranised January 1st. will not be 
revealed until mid-March . 

January 6, 1981 Eight Notre Dame university s t udents visited ETF 
office for orientation to Love Canal . as par .t of their 
experiential learning program during their semester 
break . They expressed amazement at the problems 
fa ced by persons in ne i ghborhoods potentially 
expo~ed to toxic/hazardous wast e disposal. One 
student, who will enter medical school in the Fall, 
has volunteered to work for the ETF this Summer. 

January 7, 1981 The Enviraurental Protection Agency issued new rules 
requiring every hazardoos-waste storage treaarent 
.and disposal facility, regardless of size, to b.ly 
liability insurance, establ .ish trust funds or b::n:ls , 
and ot.hel::wise guarantee their sites can both be 
closed down safely and then regularly inspected for 
30 years after closure. The rules go into eff ect in 
six m:nths , 

January 8, 1981 NYS Enl{ircnrrental Camdssicner, RObert F . Flacke, 
susper:& PC/\ 'nhemical Waste Services' tOXic and . 
hazardous waste disposal q;,erating permits . 

January 9, 1981 Federal Judge Jolm T . Elfr:in issued a tefttX)rary 
restraining order overruling the State Departirent of 
Envix:Cl'llllental ccnservaticn's decisic:n . to shut down 
operaticns of SCA .chemical Waste Services, Inc . 

January 12 , 1981 ETF Executive Board members and staff held the first 
of a two -day Annual Evaluation at the Niagara 
Institute on Niagara-On-The-Lake, Ontario. 
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January 13, 1981 The New York State Envi.rO'Ullel1.I.~ ~d has. voted to 
requir e all o,mers of hazardous-wast e chmip s i tes to 
post bends as insurance that harmful substances will 
not l eak into the air and ground water after the 
di.mps ar e permanently closed . Operators of toxic 
disposal sites also will be r equired tO post l:onds 
aga .inst accidental leakag e . fr cm operating sit e s, and 
CC11Panies that transport hazardous wastes to the 
dunps will hav.e to post b:::rld to insure against leaks 
along th e way to disposal site ,. 

January 13, 1981 ICARA to:'lay approved a program to aid r enters 
noving . frau . the LOve Canal area that includ es 
r e locaticn expenses .and purchase of applianc es , 

January 15, 1981 Love eanal Area Re.vi talization Agency (!,CARA) 
devoted time at its work sessi.on meeting to di scuas, 
the long -range future of the Love canal area . They 
expre••ed a deaire to reviefo7. data available from 
th e mernbera of the ETF scientif~c/Tachnical A4vis ory 
Board, in order to assess whether ETF'6 advi aors 
could help LCAJIA in interpreting te s t dat a ;md 
,qa/tiog decisions on future u• e &nd . habit:abilitu of 
the a.res , 

ETF accepted second internship for s,ocial work 
student, Ann Druck, . fr.om Niagar.a University during 
1980-81 academic year . 

January 20, 1981 Governor Hugh Car ey in his b.u:lge t message reca:rmended 
cutting ro::ire than $1 5 million fran last year 's 
appropriaticns to deal wit h chemical contaminatic:n 
at LOve Canal , He. also asked for an $80,000 
reduction . in State assistance to Niagara Falls . 

January 21, 1981 City COUncil declined to take part in envi.roomenta l 
oversight camuttee, as pr eviously agreed en 
Jan uary 5, 1981 ReaSCO given was that the C!).lllCil 
f eared the ccmuit~ IILight fav.or programs the city 
wruld object to 

Russell Hartzler, Chairman Michigan Interfaith 
Disaster Relief committee , and member of the Church 
of The Brethren , visited the ETF office . ETF staff 
gave him an orientation on the work of the ETF 
and a tour of the Love Canal area . 
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January ..J1, .1981 NYS Assembly Task F.orce repert reiterates: 

Fel:ruary 1, ·198.1 

Fetruary 7, 1981 

( 1) The u. s . Arrey PJl!{led 37 millioo gal lens 
of rooioactive chemical wastes into the 
aq..iifier beneath the To...n of Tcnawanda, 
during . work cm t.lie World War II Manhattan 
Project , 

(2) Wastes fran the A.."l!IY'-s '!NI' plant at the 
Lake .Ontario Ordnance Works in . Niagara 
County were never fully decontaminated, . 
creating the possibility of an explosioo en 
the site, Pt·operty now owned by SCA 
Chemical Wastes Services, Inc , 

(3) The disoosal of hazardoos waste frcrn AnrtJ 
and gO\lernill!nt-related chemical prcguctioo 
ccntrililted significantly to the 
ccntaminatioo of UT>1e Canal. 

ETF. Executive . Board authorized a le · be tt.er sent 
to Dr. Healy, Superintendent of Lewiston-Porter 
School Board offering .our assistance in averting 
panic among parents .and students .. 

ETF .Bxecutive Board authorized telegrams to be 
sent to our leg isl ators, GoverDDr Carey, 
commiss io1ier Flacke~ Lieutenant Governor cuomo, 
and Attorney General Abrams indicating that BTF 
suppor ts halting all new construction at SCA 
until potential TNT dangers can be evaluated, 

BTF Executive Board authorized telegrams to be 
sent to Department of Energy and all Federal 
agencies to take immediate appropriate action to 
determine whether or not TNT is present and 
follow up with immediate appropr .iate action if it 
is present at the former Lake Ontario Ordinance 
Works site. 

Five f amilies refused to send their children . 
to classes at Lewistcn-Parter School because of 
their fear of the potential l)azard . of explosicn 
at . the fonter IIX1tl site. 

BTF Executive Board accepted with regret the 
resignation of Mrs. Donna Ogg from staff , Donna 
will continue on voluntary basis to assist ETF 
with talks and research, 

Rev. James Brewster, ETF Chairman, introduced a 
statemen t at the publ i c hearing on the Hyde Park 
Landfill/Bloody Run Agreement, 
supporting the residents in thei 
health studies. 

on 
.r 

behalf 
claim 

of 
for 

th e BTF, 
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Felruary 9, 1981 Lew.istcn Co.mcilman ., Alvin Ogg, requested a 

Fel::ruary 11, 1981 

Felruary 12, 1981 

. 

Felruary 14, - 1981 

Felruary 23, 1981 

Februar.y 28 , 1981 

March 6, 1981 

re-vote on the Town's resoluticn accepting the 
prc,posed settlement Cl'l the Hyde .Park Landfill/Bloody 
Run Agreerient. 

The Town of Porter Board passed a resoluticn 
supporting a State prq;:,osed ccncept to develop 
high technolo:Jy hazardoos .waste treatnalt facilities 
in the State rutside Niagara and Erie counties , 

LCARA voted to seek the advice of the ETF's 
Scientific Advisory Board members in determining 
habitability of the Love Canal community., 

Sister Margeen Hoffmann and Mrs. Barbara Hanna gave 
a presentation at LeMoyne College in Syracuse, N.Y. 

The u.s. Enviraunental Pr.otection .J\gency released 
today that funds . far a $1 millicn .project to 
scour dea:lly <lloxin fran sewer lines in and around 
Love Canal have been witlxh::awn by the u..s. eoast. 
Guard . 

Court of Appeals ruled today that SCA Chemical . 
Waste Serv.ices, Inc.. may discharge treated . chemical 
wastes into the Niagara River thrrugh a five-:mile 
pipeline across the Town of Porter. n, scbarge is 
not to begin, however, until April 15th , and is 
subject to State. Departirent of Env.iraunental . 
Ccnser:vati.On (OB:) water quali ty checks. 

EPA anno.mced tooay that environmental test results 
fran .I.cve Canal will r.e delayed until the ei:id of 
Mai:ch -

ETF Executive Board held the second of its t wo-day 
evaluation at the Niagara InsJ;itute ' on Ntagara~'cln­
The-Lake, Onta ri o. 

oa:: annoonced today that close m:nitaring of toxic 
chemicals in the Niagara River will begin . this 
Spring ., 

EPA annoonced a further delay :!n test results , 
Results now expected in mid-April. 

: 
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March 6, 1981 

March 11 r 1981 

March 12·, 1981 

March 13, 1981 

ETF today rece ived llmicus curiae {Frie .ad of The 
courti status for the f.or:tlicomi.ng hearings of the 
United States of P,merica versus Hooker Chemical and 
Plastic cor.poration, Hooker Chemical Corporation, 
Occidental Pet roleum Investme nt Coz·poration, and 
Occidental Petrol e,,m corporation. 

This Amicus curiae st atus i s a landmark in the work 
of an Interfaith Task Force and could be the 
beginning o.f our in:i.nging issues of liability, 
responsibi1 .i'ty a,1d }ustice to bear for the first tim e 
in our courts, on the is sue of hazardous wastes. It: 
will allow us to br:.ing per ti nent in.formation to the 
Judge and app.r:ai se J:,im of issues, a.."ld also raise 
questions that m.ight not otherwise be ir,troduced. 

Father Jack Keiffer, S.J., D.Sc., P.E., joined the 
BTF as a consu ltant. He will also serve as 
coordinator of the BTF Scientif.t c/ Tecilnical Advis ory 
Board and their woz·k for th!! Love Canal Area 
Revitalization Age.ncy. 

The Reagan Administratian's . revised b.idget . for 
fiscal 1982 provides aroit 20% less m:ney for the 
cleanup .of hazardous wastes sites (Superfund) than 

. had 'teell . proposed by the carter l\dministratioo . in 
Jannary. 

Due to an error in Superfund writing, New York State 
will not receive credit for the $25 to $30 millicn 
it has spent cn the Love Canal cleanup . As a result , 
New York will cnly .be able to apply this credit to 
future ~iork in Love Canal , 

Through the Direct Aid pr.ogram of the BTF, in 
response to the Renters' Association at LaSalle 
Development, a city-wide problem 0£ utility overages 
in public housing was uncovered. This led to our 
advocacy with the Niagara Falls Housing Authority £or 
leniency in payment £or renters in public housing 
and further pursuance of payment for overages 
through H.,E.A..P. (Heat & Energy Assistance Program) 
grant payment to the Niagara Falls Housing Authority. 
{As of this date, H. B.A .P. funds have not: been paid 
to the Housing Authority.) 

BTF attorney, Ba~bara Morrison, asked Judge curtin 
on behalf of the BZ''F t o turn down the draft now 
before hiln for a $16.5 million-plus contract 
rwwing 35 to 38 years . on che Hyde Park Landfill/ 
Bloody Run. 

President Reagan announced the dismissal of EPA 
Regi cnal Mministrator, Charles S . Warren , head of 
the New York City office . 
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March 14, 1981 Center for Disease Control (CDC) ordered 
the State Univer .sity of Buffalo . Medical 
School to close its Niagara .. Falls offic .e 
on March 31st and mothball . the . records 
(see Augusts, 1980 entry) . because it is 
becoming increasingly unlikely congress 
will release $3 . 8 . mi .l l ion .for . planned . 
Love Canal . health ... stud.ies . .. 

Environmen tal .Cons.ervat.ion. . Commi.ssione.r, 
Robert F . Flacke, . anno .unced . that..New Y.ork 
State will put a . team .o.f . inspectors . in 
the Buffalo area . starting . in . July to · 
oversee transportation of . hazardous . waste 
i nto . the Niagara Fr.ontier. 

March . 19, 1981 Robin . Miller Productions ot Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, spent the day . with . ETF . staff 
fi .lming .. in L.ove Canal area . £or the · Presby­
terian Synod of the Nor t heast, 

March . 20, . 1981 New York State Departmen .t of Environmental 
Conservation commissioner, Robert . Flacke ., 
today denied . a r.eques.t .. by CECOS ... to build 
two more . Niag .ara county landfills, but 
he allowed the .company to ex.pand .. an .. ex.ist ­
ing one. CECOS was given permission , 
however, to reapply for the perm.its .and . 
would be required to submi .t a 1·0-year plan, 

March 2_f, . 198 1 Officials for CECOS International, Inc . 
requested permis .sion fr om the Town of 
Niagara Boar .d to expand . . a present landfill, 

March 31 , . 19.81 Sister Mar.geen made a presentation to 
menrb-ers . of . ~!;!,£~£.!.£!! ili~!! on h ow a health 
stu dy could b.e deve .loped. 

March . 29, . 198.1 Mr . John F. Riordan . was named . today . as 
successor to Bruce Davis as . President . of 
t he Industrial Chemicals . Group . of .. the 
Hooker Chemical co •. , Niagara . Falls . 

. Lois Gibbs, President of Love . Canal 

. Home.owne.r .s . Association ., took . up .. residence 
in .. Washington, . n . .c. 
' 

April 15, 19 8 1 Niagara .Gazette reported that the 
. Federa l .Gov:ernment .. appar .e.n.tly. plans . to 
rejec t. . the . City .of Niagar .a . Fal l s. .. ap.plica ­
tion . for . $6 .S . mill i on . to . fi nance . eight 
steps . in . revitalizing . Love . Cana l . area . 
(See . December . 18, . 1980 · entry), 
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April 22, 1981 

April 23 , 1981 

April 25 , 1981 

April 28, 1981 

April 30, 1981 

May 1, 1981 

New York State Departrrent of Envir.conental 
cooservation Ca:rmissicner, Robert Flacke, 
denied an .expansicn permit for SCA Chemical 
Waste Services :• Ccnmissiaier .FJ.acke said 
that before the State grants any new 
landfill permits, . caipanies .are going to 
have to sul:mit 10-year plans showing how 
they will shift fran the rurial of ccntaminants 
to high - technology destructicn • . 

Mr. Masai of Asaki . (main newspaper publication 
of Japan and Aileen M • . Smith, co -author and 
photographer of Minimata visited ETF office 
and met with staff and residents re Love Canal 
and Hyde Park/ Bloody Run si tu ation. 

Sister Margeen and Barbara Hanna made a 
.presentation to the ;restern New York Conference 
of the American Lutheran Church in Medina, New York. 

Sister Hargeen and Barbara Hanna made a 
presentation to the University of Buffalo 
School of Social Work and also a presentation 
to the Niagara Deanery at St. John's 
Episcopal Church, Youngstown, New York. 

Hrs. Janet Osborn and Ms. Fia Scheyer of the 
unitarian Universalist Service committee, 
Boston, Mass, visited the ETF's office and met 
with members of the Board and Staff regarding the 
ETF's objectives and the problems of to xic 
and hazardous chemical wastes in Niagara and Erie 
County. 

The State I>= Authority sold 48. 7 acre,; 
of land to the City of Niagara . .Falls . for a 
sludge rurial site . . Sale .. is .contingent, upcn . 
approval .frcm the Eedet.al . Env:iramental: 
Protection. .Agency .. and the State Department 
of EnviroomentaLccnservatico for the city 
to rury the sludge fran i ts wastewater 
treatrrent plant in a 28 acre landfill an 
the sootbern end of that .property . Public 
hearings will be held. 

Niagara Falls Mayor Michael O'Laughlin and 
other city lea:iers visited Washingtan 'today 
to reet with HUD leaders to push for special 
aid to renew LOve Canal are;, .. (See April 15 1 

1981 entry). · 

HUD agreed to allow the city to rework and 
refine their proposal, cutting the dollar 
am::iunt and number of priorities. 
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May 1, 1981 The Mayor also will have a chance to 
redefine and strengthen his argument that 
Love Canal qualif i es as a .disaster area. 

May 4, 1981 Sister Margeen made a presentation to 
Lutheran council in t he U. S.A. in Cincinnati . 

May 6, 1981 The Federal and State Governments . f iled 
a joint lawsuit against the City of Niagara 
Falls to repair its wastewater . treatment 
plant and to stop discharging . polluted 
wastewater into the Niagar .a . Ri.ver . 

New York State Senate passed a bill which 
will allow . municipalities . to . hire . their 
own expert . to monitor local chemical dumps 
or treatment centers at the cost . of . those 
using . the facility . 

May 7, . 1981 vandal i sm discovered today to ,SCA Chemical 
Waste . Services, Inc.' s 5-mile ~waste ­
discharge pipeline which was . to begin 
tomorrow to discharge the first of some 
7 mill.ion gallons of detoxified chemical 
wastes into the Niagara River. Damage 
estimated at $50,000 caused . by holes 
punched in the pipeline. 

May . 11 , 1 9 81 Arson is blamed for two fires at two 
vacated Love Canal homes . 

May 13, 1981 CECOS International Inc, and .Rochester 
Gas and Electric CO,· anno.unced plans to 
build a sprawling chemical - waste disposal 
and treatment comp.lex on . the .. shores . of 
Lake Ontario between Roches .ter . and Syracuse. 

May 14, . 1981 The LCARA-voted to . call on . the state to 
r .emove the green fence that surrounds the 
Love Canal site · and to demolish the first 
two rings of home·s·; 

In what was described as a "vote of 
confidence . for the area", the Executive 
Director of the Love Canal Area Revitalization 

. Agency (LCARA) ,Richard Morris, announced 
plans . to purchase a home i n the . Love Canal 
neighborhood . 

. May15, . 1981 Contract iwas signed between ETF and . LCARA 
for consulting services by ETF Scientific/ 
Technical Advisory Board on . EPA test results . 
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May 17, 1981 Sister Margeer, .w.f.th Stan Wirsig, Environmental 
Management council , gave a presentation 
in the Emmanuel United Methodist Church , Lp ckp 9 r t 
concerning ,The Human Aspects of BnJiro nmental 
Problems ,• . 

May 19, 1981 

May 
' 

20 , 1981 

May 22, 1981 

May. 27 , 198 1 

May 29, 1981 

The Niagara County Legislature . agreed . to 
ask Sta te and Niagara Falls officials . to 
incl ude homeowners on Deur o . Driv.e, . Mueller 
court and Brook haven Drive in . state 
l,egislation that awarded . others . in .. th e 
desi gna ted . Love Canal area county, . c ity 
and school tax . rebates , . Their . .motion 
also asks the Niagara Falls . City Assessor 
to revie w property as sessme nt s . on. the 
t hr ee streets on t he northeas t ern edge 
of the Love canal . (The three streets 
were excl udeQ i n the Emergency Dec lara tion) 

ETF Executive Board voted to send a 
communication to Richard Morris, Ex ecutive 
Director of Love canal Area Revitalization 
Agency, advi sing h im that his intended move 
into the Love canal neighborhood was 
though t to be premature until habitability 
is establishe d . At this point, adequate 
data is not available t o declare the 
neighborhood habitable. 

United Cerebr~l . Palsy Association and 
the Association for Retarded Children 
announce d plans to enter into a . joint 
contract to do lawn cutting and maintenan ce 
in the Love Canal. neighborhood for LCARA, 

Sister Margeen attended a . Press Conference 
at Oil and Chemical Workers Union where 

. Assemblyman Jos e ph Pillitte re distributed 
0 the Ri gh t-to-Know Bill: 

Sister Margeen, Roger Cook, Diane Sheley, 
me t wit h Mr. Tom Glair of Association 
for Retarded Children and Mr • . J oseph 
Mineo of the United Cerebral Palsy 
Assoc iation re the advisability of accepting 
a contract for lawn maintenance . at . Love canal. 

City of Niagara . Fall s submi tted a rev i~ ed 
proposal . to HUD for aid . for . Love . Canal 
in the . amount of $780,000 • . (See May 1, 
1981 entry) . 
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J1me 2, 1981 ETF sent an urgent tel .egram to Governor Ifugh 
Carey, Sena t or Daniel Moynihan, S~nator Alfonse 
D'Amato, Congressman John LaFalce, Senator 
John Daly , Assemblyman Matthew Murphy and 
Assemblyman Joseph T. Pillittere , requesting 
an "immediate release of the EPA .a i r, soil and 
ground water test i ng of Love canal. 

Sister Margeen and Si ster Joan Malone taped 
' a television program f or Person to Person, 

Channel 29. 

J1me 3, 1981 Love Canal. residents terrporarily located at 
Falcoo Manor were notified by the LOve Canal 
Area Revitalizatic:11 N;Jency that they. rust 
vacate the preroiSPs by Ju..,e 30 1 .1981 . 

June 5 , 1981 Rev. James Brewster and Sister Margeen met 
with Mayor Michael O''Laughlin , as directed 
by the Executive Board , to discuss the lack of 
adequate low income hous i ng ava i lable fof 
tenants of Love Canal , 

J1me 6 , 1981 Congress has voted to approve $950,000 to 
carry rut an . al::ridged version of the $3 .8 .. 
million LOve. Canal health . study , 

Richard Morri s , Executive Director of the 
LOve Canal Area Revitalization N;Jency , 
announced plans to m:::iv.e into a . hoose in 
LOve Canal oo July 1, 1981. 

A General Meeting of the ETF was held at 
' First United Methodis t Church in Niagara ,Falls . 

ETF Executive Boa.rd accepts with regret 
the resignation of Rev , Bruce Stearns. 

J une 9 , 1981 An apparent sec ood act of sabotage oo the 
SCA Chemical .. Wastes Services Inc ,. pipeline 
was discovered tcxiay. (See May 7, 1981 eritry). 

June .10 , 1981 Mr . Paul Argent i and Ms. Eva Li nd Schetecter 
of Amos Tuck Bus i ness School, Dartmouth, 
Hanover, New Hampshi re , vi s it ed the ETF 
office fo r or i entat i on on Love Canal and 
Hyde Park/Bloody Run. M.,-:. Argenti will 
prepare a case s tudy for the Bus i ness School. 

June 11, 1981 The CBS News Magazine , ::_6,0 t,\ir}ute2 ", carre to 
the.Niagara Falls ar.ea to do a pro;iram oo 
pollution in the Niagara River. 
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June 11, 1981 

June 12, 1981 

Jwie 15, 1981 

June 18, t98 1 

June 22, 1981 

June 23, 1981 

State Health Officials released results of 
a study they conducted at the Love Canal 
which shows t hat residents there faced a 
higher occurrence of lung cancer than in 
average neighrorhocrls natiooally . 

The Western New York conference of the United 
Methodist Church vot.ed today co · abandon the 
Wesle9-.. Uni.ted Metho.dis.t.. Cbu.rch in . Love canal 
as ot July l, 1981. 

Alrrost three years after the first applicatioos 
were filed, SCA Chemical Services Inc. opened 
the valves tcxlay, releasing the first liquids 
thro.igh its controversial chemical waste 
p ipeline , 

The Canadian research ship, the Advent, was in 
the 10\<.er Niagara River to ro::nitor the x:iver 
discharge. 

Of special ccncern to Canadi.ms is the ability 
of wastes to dilute with river water before 
reaching dx:inking water intakes at Niagara­
On--The-Iake , Ontario , 

Aquatic bioleqists frcm the New Yor!< State 
Department o f Enviroorrental conservation ..ere 
also oo.. hand with a nob ile laboratory to IIIXlitar 
the toxicity of the discharge 

Congressman John LaFalce replied to F:IF telegram 
asking far EPA test results in Leve Canal , 
(See June 2, 1981 entry) • ". ,. It now appeax:s 

.as if the envircnmental assessrient will not be 
released until mid-S\llllrer at the earliest , 
I consider the long delay in releasing their 
report unconscicnable . " 

At the request of Mayor H,ichael O•Laughlin, and 
respond ing to the relo cation needs of the large 
low-income families i n Love Canal, the ETF 
presented a housing study to th e Niagara Falls 
City Council . The impact ot this study was 
accep tance of twelve substantially rehabi lita t ed 
units of scattered si.t:e housing . His housing 
will allow large families , who now feel trapped 
at Love Canal to relocate . 

ETF Board member, Sister Joan Malone, OSF, was 
keynote speaker and Barbara Hanna, ETF Administrative 
Assistan t, participated on a panel discussion for 
the General Assemb ly of the Si sters of Saint Joseph 
in Butta.lo, New York . 
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June 26, 1981 

June 28, 1981 

July 1, 1981 

July 2, 1981 

July 4., .1981 

July 8, 1981 

July 9, 1981 

July 11, 1981 

July 16, 1981 

City of Niagara Falls applicatioo far federa l 
noney to help renovate the LOve Canal area, 
under HUD's. ccmwnity develop-rent program, 
was -denied, (See Apr i l 15 , 1981 entcy) . 

ETF Board members and Staff attended th e closing 
•celebra t~on• serv i ce at Wesl ey United Methodist 
Church. Wesley members •celebi ·ated• the past 
opportunity of the i r min i stry and the on- going 
ministry of t he i r members as they join other 
churches in the area, (See June 12, 1981 entry), 

The ETF filed a joint Amici .Curiae brief with 
Pollution Probe of Toronto, Ontario and Operati on 
Clean-Niagara, with Federal Judge John T. curtin, 
stating the proposed settlement agreement for 
Hyde Park Landf i l l is fundamentally defective 
and unable to accompl ish its intended purpose 
of providing pro t ection for human health and 
environment. (See March 6 , 1981 entry). 

The State Departmmt of Environnental ccnservaticn 
applied for a $1 millioo grant frcrn the u.s. 
EPA to ruild a pilot plant, possibly on the 
Niagara . FrootieJ::, t.o treat wastes frcm . LOve canal, . 

Three citizen representatives er. the LOve Canal 
Area Revitalization Agency _protest m::,ve by Richard 
Morris into LOve canal he.use, They contend 
Morris sl:1a.lld have waited .. until EPA .test results 
were iwe ?,lblic . 

LOcal industry accidently discharges large 
quantities of Phenol into the Niagai::a . River. 

ETF issues press release stat ing its support of 
the position that ne i ther the LCARA agency 
director nor anyone else should move int o the 
Love Canal neighborhood until scientific and 
technical evidence i ndicates such a move does 
not jeopardize health , safety or welfare of 
individuals, 

Resu l ts of DEX:: testing at LaSalle Senior High 
School shows no particular problem (see December 
4, 1980 entry). 

The EPA annamced i t will spend $4 million in 
"Superfund" m:::oey far a major self.er and cree k 
cleanup project at Love Canal. 
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July 16, 1981 

July 17, 1981 

Ju l y 2.1 , 1981 

July 25 , :1981 

July 28, 1981 

August s, 1981 

August 6, 1981 

Members of BTF Execu t iv e Boazd attend meeting at 
John 's Hotel Niagara held by New York s tate 
Attorney General ' s office relative to negot i ation 
proceedings between the Uni ted States of Amez:ic:a--· 
and the stat e of New York against Hooker Chemicals 
& Plastics Corp •. , Hooker Chemic al Corpo,ration, 
Occid1:ntal Petroleum Investment corpor at ion, 
Occidenta l Petro l -eum Corporation, and the Cit y of 
Niagara Falls, New York , dealing with th e 
S-Area Landfil l . Mars ha Clev eland of th e Att orney 
General 's of fi ce sta te d that , ~Weste rn New York is , 
designated as a sacr ifi ce area for corporate 
health". 

CEX:OS Internat ional Inc , g i ven permissioo by DEX: 
to proceed wit h constructicri of two new landfi l l 
sites for toxic chemical wastes at its 100- acre 
TCM!l of Niagara s i te. (See March .20, .1981 entry). 

ETF pl ayed h ost to 12 coll ege students and 3 
profess or s f rom St, Lawrence University in Canton,N.Y . 
Five former Love cana l res i dents assis t ed 
Sr . Margeen i n .rel a ting th e Love canal even t s. 

Sister Margeen pre sented statement at OSHA/ 
Clean Ai r Coalition press conf erence at Tifft Farms 
suppor ti ng Clean J...ir Act, 

. 
In response to Ami c i Brief of E.TF (see Ju ly l,1981 
entry), Hooker - Corporation Chemi cals & Plastics 
stated i n a Brief tiled with Judge Curtin : "That 
plan cannot be taken ser iously, and Hooker will 
not be voluntaz il y assoc i ated wit h any remedial 
effor t which i ncl.udes such a pla."l • • 

~Gazette_ article quotes Mayor O'Laughl,in, 
. of T.J:Ne Canal Area Revitalization P.qency, 

as saying lCARA can no lcnger wait for the feder a l 
goverrurent to release i ts long~layed .report crt 
envirmrental. cond it. i.cns in the .LOve CanaL area and 
wil l b:gin its renewal .planning this ra::nth • 
.Mr. ◊ ' Laughlin .sa-ia he envisicns the LOve Canal 
area eventually r e turn ing to .its prev i oos status , 
a generally r es idential. . area ccrtsisting . mainly 
of single-family hc:rre.s. 

Federal Judge John CUrtjn annQ.lnced his decis ion 
to schedule a public hearing to a i r the tenrs of a 
proposed se tt lerrent in the liyde Park Landfill 
lawsuits. 
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August 6, 1981 The State University of Bu£falo Medical School 
sought $1 million fran the federal governrrent to 
maintain a long - term wat.ch an the health of 
Love Canal residents, rut it disclosed tcday that 
the bid was rejected . 

EPA representa t i ves, Kenneth Stoeller and Dr , 
John Deegan, anna.mced at ci"LOve Canal Area 
Revital izatian Agency rreeting that a $4 million 
.SUperfund - spcnsared clean-up of sanitary and . 
storm sewers, Black Creek and .Ber.gholtz Creek, 
in the Love Canal area will begin in the spring 
of 1982. The entire program will take two to 
three years to c011plete . (See July 16 , 19&1 
entry). 

August 8 , 1981 ~ f32zette reparted that excavation inside 
a roil.ding at T.!\M Ceramics , Inc, has led to the 
discovery of che:mical migration fran Hyde Park 
Landfill to the north. Robert Matthews, . City 
Utilities Director , theorized that wastes fran 
the . landfill were enter .ing . the city sewers thrOJgh . 
the TAM sewer system . 

August 23-25, 1981 Sister Margeen participated in the North Smithtield 
Ecology Festival in North Smithtield, Rhode Island, 

ETF Executive Board votes to assume Intervenor 
Status in the S-Area suit. 

August 29, 1981 DEX:: annrunced that faced with legislative and federal 
aid cutbacks it has scr .apped its program to clean . up 
scares of abandcned toxic waste sites in Erie 
and Niagara counties , Dropping . of the hazardous ­
waste program cares at a tine when the state has 
identified 150 sites within 3 miles of the 
Niagara River .mich potentially co..tld be contrih.rt:ing 
to toxic contamination of the international waterway . 

September 3, 1981 Ms. Ann Druck and Mr. Vincent Scherber, students 
in the Niagara University School ot social Work, 
began their tield placement with ETF. 

September 4, . 1981 Niag ara . Gazette reports seven toos of formaldehyde 
was accidently d iscparged into the Niagara River 
~ an . area . industry : · Formaldehyde, usua I I y sold in 
liquid farm blended with rrethanol - is ccnsidered 
a "no:lerately danger .ous" fungicide tha t.. is suspected 
carcinegenic according to indust-r.y .experts. 

September 8, 1981 ETF accep ted with pleasure, Father Joseph Levesque, 
Dean ot Studies at Niagara University, as an at-la rge 
member ot the ETF Executive Board. 
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September 9, 1981 Hearings camenced in Fedel:.:al court oo the 

September 15, 1981 

prq:,osed agreenent l::etween tre U.S . Justice 
Departnent and Hooker Cb:!mi.cals and Plastics Carp. , 
relative to Hyde Park Landfill/Bloody ~ 
(See August 6 , 1981 entry) • 

As we go to press: 

The ~arings on the . proposed settleirent agreemant 
l::etween U.S .• Justice Departmmt and Hooker 
Chemicals and Plastic Corparatioo will continue 
Octol::er 1,2,5 and 6th .,:lin U.S. District court 
l::efare Judge CUrtin. 

The EPA test results in the Love canal area are 
still not available . 

"In adopting SEQR (State Environmental Quality Review Act) , 

it was the Legislature's intention . that all agencies conduct their . 
affairs with an awareness that they are .stewards of the air, water , 

land, and living resources, and that they have an obligation to 

protect the environment for the use and enjoyment of this and 

all future generations." 

Part . 617, Adopted Sept . I, 1978 

SEQR Amendment, Dec. 12, 1978 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
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